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Teacher Alert 
October 2020 

To welcome in Term 4 and fully support those using our new Flexi Syllabus this Teacher Alert has a full focus 
on our new syllabus. The questions below have all come through as queries and I am sure will be of interest 
to those who are using it for the first time in the next month or so. 

 

Your questions answered on Speech New Zealand Flexi Speech and Drama 

Syllabus: 

1. Does the Flexi Syllabus have the same value as the Speech and Drama? 
Yes, the Flexi Syllabus has the same value.  The pass levels are equal.  However, the fact that your 
students have choice means they will be working to their strengths.  In the senior grades more time 
is allowed for reflection on the work with the examiner.  And in some tasks there are specific 
aspects of reflection required. 
It is assumed that teachers will still teach the breadth of topics/material that they have always 
done - then students can decide which to follow through in exams. 
 

2. If a student's goal is to teach, would they be better to stay on the Speech and Drama Syllabus? 
Yes, a student would be advised to continue with speech and drama syllabus if they want to go on 
to Diploma or to teach. The work and the theory are planned to staircase towards the Diploma 
level.   
 

3. Is there are Flexi Syllabus for Public Speaking? 
This is in pilot form at present and is expected to be available in 2021. 

 
4. What is the fee for Flexi Syllabus? 

This is the same as the full fees for Speech and Drama.  For instance, the fee for Flexi Grade 5 is 
the same as the fee for the 2 modules at Speech and Drama Grade 5. 

 
5. Where can I get a copy of the Flexi Syllabus? 

This is on the Speech New Zealand website as is the schedule of fees. 
 

6. Can tasks be cross credited from one syllabus to another? 
No, this is not possible.  Our exam committee discussed this at some length in the early stages of 

development and the administrative complexities where such that it is just not possible. 

 

7. Can students perform tasks in groups? 
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Yes. All characterisation, storytelling, devised and mime sections in Tahi tasks may be prepared and 

performed in groups of up to 4.  In Rua, improvisation, storytelling and mime sections where 

students are entered for the same tasks these may be performed together. 

 

8. Why do we need programmes for groups? 
Programmes are not compulsory, however they are recommended (P54 Flexi Syllabus). There are 

three main reasons these are extremely helpful for the examiner: 

• There is no time lost at the beginning of an exam sorting out who is doing what and 
when.  Speech New Zealand examiners also write the titles on the report forms, so a 
programme is another aid for examiners to get them correct. 

• Speech New Zealand students tend to be examined in groups (2 - 4 students) and 
sometimes there may even be a mix of grades in the group. This happens when students 
learn together and it may be that within that class there are different levels (e.g. G2 and 
G3) and students still want to work together in their exam.  

• The students know exactly what order they are going in and which sections (tasks, in case 
of Flexi) they are doing first.  In Flexi exams it is also quite likely that between them 
students will be presenting a wider range of tasks. 
 

9. The timing for individual tasks in Initial and Grade 1 is quite different from those in the Speech 
and Drama Syllabus.  Why is that? 
Speech New Zealand is aware that the timing for the Initial and Grade 1 tasks do not quite 

match.  We are sorry for the confusion. 

Please use the time as you feel best suits your students.  The timing is, in fact, a guide and times 

over or under will certainly not be penalised at this level. 

 

10. In storytelling, e.g. Flexi Grade 4 Task 4, must the student write and memorise their own story? 
No this is not necessary for a story, which should be planned, plotted and practised, and then told 

in an extempore manner.  A brief outline of the plot would be all the examiner would require. The 

poem which is the alternative in this task however, does need to be written in full so the form can 

be assessed as part of the presentation. 

 

11. Can a devised piece be based on a film? 
There is no problem creating a devised piece based on a film.  Inspiration comes from all kinds of 

sources.  The only proviso would be to ensure students make it totally their own. 

 

12. Can students use the same book for Tahi (prepared reading) and Rua (sight reading)? 
Yes, they may. 

 

13. I am new to SNZ, can you make some suggestions as to what might be given in Rua: Task 2, 
Improvisation, for a topic and audience at Flexi Grades 7 & 8. 
The Flexi Syllabus is new and this is the first time we have added an ‘audience’ into the 
requirements for an ‘improvisation’ exercise.  The element of an audience is introduced first at 
Grade 7. 

The reason for introducing an audience into an exercise on improvisation is twofold: to add a 

degree of difficulty into this exercise as we ‘staircase’ through the grades, and to ensure it is not 

seen as something that happens in a vacuum, that improvisation can also have a variety of 

purposes. 
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Examiners would usually discuss ideas and a possible audience with candidates before setting the 

exercise.  The decision to specifically acknowledge the audience during the improvisation may 

depend on the occasion, the topic and/or the style of presentation chosen by the candidate. 

Some examples: (NB. The approach could be comedic or more serious) 

Audience:  Relevant college group at seminar on peer pressure 

Possible Topics: ‘temptation’, ‘bullying’, ‘envy’, ‘injustice’ . . . 

Audience: Class group 

Possible Topics: ‘A book character finds themself in the wrong book’. 

The purpose of the above could be to springboard discussion on an aspect of the literature being 

studied.  

Audience:  Evening entertainment on a school camp. 

Possible Topic:  Something based on ‘event’ on the camp. 

Something based on a safety need on the camp.  

These are a selection of ideas:  a good learning activity could be to brainstorm possible audiences 

with your student(s) and then come up with topics that might fit and practise these.   

If you have more than one student entered in this task within the same exam, they may work 

together to achieve this which adds to the creative options for development too. 

14. In Grade 8, Rua: Task 1 the final learning criteria states ‘Reflect on the extract in relation to the 
book and on the themes and characters in the book.’  As it is a book of poetry is this correct? 
The word ‘characters’ is incorrect.  The specific features of the poems/extract read and others in 

the book are what would be expected.  These are aspects a student would explore in preparing for 

this task. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Enjoy exploring the new syllabus or continue using the established ones.  Whichever you choose your 

students will be the benefactors of great life skills. 

Pam Logan 

 

 

 

 


