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Teacher Alert 
November 2020 

 
Thank you to everyone for your wonderful support for Speech New Zealand this year.  Your positive 

responses to Zoom exams and the Flexi Speech and Drama syllabus have been enormously gratifying.  The 

members of Speech New Zealand Board and our staff have worked above and beyond the call of duty to 

enable examinations to continue and teachers and candidates have well and truly risen to the occasion 

with their support.  Thank you. 

In this Bulletin: 

➢ Flexi Syllabus Review 
➢ Responses to Teacher queries 
➢ Farewell to Tracy 
➢ Race Unity Speech Competition 

 

Flexi Speech and Drama Syllabus: 

Yes, this will continue, it is now part of our ‘stable’ of syllabuses.   

In order to tailor it to suit the needs of teachers even more we are conducting a review of this syllabus 

before next year.  We have received many bouquets as well as a few concerns about the syllabus, all of 

which have been noted. 

Please would you help by taking a moment to give us some quick feedback before the 11th December. 

• Tabulate any key points you wish to make.  These can be from point of view of candidates, 
teachers or examiners. 

• Put Flexi Review in the Subject line. 

• Send direct to pamnross@xtra.co.nz before 11th December. 
 

Speech New Zealand have also trialled a Flexi Public Speaking syllabus and this too will be available next 

year. 

Teacher Queries: 

Thank you for these queries which have come in regularly throughout the year.  These truly make us a 

‘living organisation’.  Speech New Zealand feels that not only does this help us keep in contact with you as 

we respond to your queries, but it also gives us clear guidelines as to any specific areas of concern that we 
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need to react to in a broader sense, such as ensuring syllabus wording is clear and concise to meet the 

needs of newer teachers. 

I, personally, have enjoyed answering your questions and look forward to continuing this again in 2021. 

 

Farewell to Tracy van Rooyen: 

SNZ is deeply sorry to be farewelling Tracy, our long-standing examinations administrator, who leaves us at 

the end of 2020 to spend more time with her family.  Many of you will have spoken to her or corresponded 

with her over recent years and her calm, warm voice and patient, helpful manner has always been 

appreciated. Tracy has also been the first point of contact when you visit the office in person and that 

broad welcoming smile will be sorely missed.    Speech New Zealand wishes Tracy well in 2021 and beyond. 

Claire Tanner in Christchurch, who has managed the Zoom exams so efficiently, will continue managing 

these and also take on more of the tour examination administration, sharing tasks with a soon-to-be-

appointed examinations administrator in Wellington. 

 

Race Unity Speech Award 2021: 

Speech New Zealand is the proud sponsor of an award for this valuable competition where students share 

their vision for race unity in Aotearoa. 

This is for contestants in Years 11 – 13 and culminates in a national semi-final, a national final and a 

national hui over the weekend of Friday 7 – Saturday 9 May. 

This year the theme is: Kia kotahi te hoe – Paddle as one.   

If you have senior students who may be interested, schools will have full details at the beginning of next 

year or you can register or check full details and criteria for speeches on the Race Unity website 

https://raceunity..nz/ from the beginning of Term 1 in 2021.   

 

# # # # # # # # # # # 

 

Teacher Alert will be back in the New Year – and ready to continue to share information and answer 

questions on our full range of syllabuses. 

Have a relaxed and refreshing festive season. 

Nga mihi 

Pam  
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