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Teacher Alert 
MAY 2020 

 

ONLINE EXAMINATIONS ARE UNDER WAY 

The first candidates have successfully sat on-line examinations.  Training of examiners in using on-

line technology is continuing so that Speech New Zealand is fully prepared to meet the ongoing 

demands of ‘Zoom’ examinations throughout 2020 and beyond.    

Entries have been streamlined and Local Secretaries are now ready to help teachers manage all 

entries on-line; National Office has run an efficient service from their individual bubbles, and are now 

back to working from the office; and our Board are all working hard from their bubbles to put in place 

positive new strategies to carry Speech New Zealand through and beyond the effects of Covid-19.   

The following are our plans as we move into Level 3 and beyond. 

• During Term 2 teachers have the choice of opting for a Zoom exam on a Centre Tour date 

or on the last week of the month. 

• Face to face scheduled tours will resume from Term 3 (see website for dates). 

• Local examiners will be used in order to avoid travel for some examiners. 

• Wherever possible in Term 3 to fit in candidates from areas that have not been able to have 

their usual exam tours.  

• Zoom exams will continue on the last week of each month throughout Terms 3 & 4.  

• It is anticipated that Zoom examinations will be continue beyond 2020.  

 

Flexi-Syllabus ~ ‘Speech & Drama’ and ‘Public Speaking & Communication Flexi-Syllabus’ 

We are also in the process of completing these two new flexi- syllabi which will run alongside our 

current Speech & Drama and Public Speaking syllabi. We hope that the choice of face to face 

examinations along with Zoom examinations will offer teachers flexible options. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

This bulletin is to ensure teachers are all up to date: 

➢ Online entries. 

➢ More Tips for making the most of online exams. 

➢ Content for on-line exams. 

➢ Topic and Title for talks Grade 6 and above. 

➢ Contacts for guidance.
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Online Exams:   Entries 

All entries are now online.  Please go to the Speech NZ website https://online.speechnz.co.nz/entries 

to enter your student/s examinations. You will receive an email notification that the entry/s have been 

received. Following the closing date for the exam and receipt of the fee payment you and your student 

will be advised by email of the date and time of the exam. Your Local Secretary will then contact you 

to request exam materials for the examiner.  

Exam dates and closing dates are on the website. Closing dates are 3 weeks prior to the exam dates. 

Please observe timelines and be accurate in filling out forms. 

If you have any questions please contact your Local Secretary (or National Office if there isn’t a 

Local Secretary currently in your area).   

Please note that for Zoom exams copies of poems, extracts or required materials need to be emailed 

to the Local Secretary one week before the examination tour. 

 

 Tips for sitting a Speech New Zealand Exam over Zoom: 

In addition to useful tips in our April Teacher Alert from Kimm McPhail, we bring you some this 

month from Gabrielle Thurston.  The important thing is to experiment and try ideas out for yourself 

to find what works best for your student. 

 

• If possible, plug your laptop into wired internet (ethernet). 

• If not possible, try to use a room that has a high quality WiFi connection.  

• Have your laptop positioned on a shelf (not too high!), ladder, or a table with books 

underneath. Then angle the screen down - gives a wider floor to ceiling angle. You can sit in 

the centre of space as well. 

• Perform in an enclosed room if possible, to minimise background noise.  

• If not in an enclosed room, tell all family around that you have an exam and not to enter the 

room or be noisy in the room next door, put a sign on the door as a reminder. 

• Avoid overhead strong lighting, this creates shadows on the face, use natural lighting or lamps 

from behind the laptop to light space/yourself.  

• Do not have big windows behind your performance space, this creates glare for the camera, 

reposition the camera or close the curtains/blinds. 

• Perform in a carpeted space with soft cushioning, helps with sound quality and resonance. 

• If going in as a pair, zoom each other 15-30 minutes before the exam to check each other’s 

quality of angle, sound and camera. If going in solo, check your angles and sound by either 

Zooming someone else, or recording your own zoom with just you in it and rewatching it.  

• Make sure cell phones are off or out of the room to avoid distracting noise.  

• Have a tidy space with no mess in the background or small items on the floor that could 

interfere with performance.  

• If you go in as a pair, mute your microphone whilst the other person performs to ensure no 

background noise comes in.  

• Ensure pets are locked out.  

https://online.speechnz.co.nz/entries
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Adapting Syllabuses to Online Medium 

Remember to double check content for both Speech and Drama and Public  

Speaking syllabuses for each exam level.  These were sent out with Teacher Alert last month on 

separate sheets. 

 

Public Speaking Grade 6 and above:  - Talk Titles.  

We had a query recently about TITLE v TOPIC for Public Speaking.  Think of a title as the hook that 

draws listeners into the topic.  Melda Townsley gave a particularly good example of this some years 

ago.  She was asked to give a talk on the topic of voice and projection.  Not, you may agree, an 

enticing title.  She chose the title “Can you hear me at the back”. 

This illustrates a valid distinction, particularly as candidates in senior grades begin to think more 

specifically about the needs of their audiences.   

 

Support and Advice: 

Speech New Zealand is incredibly grateful to Del Costello who ran 3 highly successful workshops 

for teachers and examiners so they could develop skills and insights into working and teaching using 

Zoom. 

Should you need further support as you work with Zoom, and cannot find help on their online videos, 

please contact Jess Rees.    

 

So for support with Zoom:   Contact Jess:  jessicasuerees@gmail.com  

For support with syllabus content:  Contact Pam:      pamnross@xtra.co.nz  

For support with exam entries:   Contact your Local Secretary 

                         Or       Tracy:     info@speechnz.co.nz   

 

 

If you are seeking some innovative business ideas, then check out Radio NZ: 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/two-cents-worth/story/2018743860/our-giant-green-eggs-and-ham-

moment 

Speech New Zealand truly appreciates teachers’ support during these changing times. Go well and 

enjoy meeting the new challenges being thrown at creative folks everywhere. 

We look forward to seeing candidates coming through and earning their certificates. 

                                                            

Regards   

Pam  

 

Pam Logan 

Examinations Division 

Speech New Zealand                  

Helping our Nation to Communicate for over 50 years 
 

 
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EXAMINATION-SCHEDULE-2020_04_22.pdf 
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