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Teacher Alert 
March 2021 

 
Welcome to the first Teacher Alert for this year.  It was very encouraging to see so many of you on 

our Zoom meeting for Teachers to introduce the new Flexi Speaking and Performing syllabus, 

which replaces the Flexi Speech and Drama syllabus.  We have been heartened by the extremely 

positive feedback for this syllabus.  Speech New Zealand look forward to supporting you during the 

year whichever syllabus you are using that will best suit your needs and those of your students. 

 

A prepared teacher  =  confident candidates  =  a smoother running exam 
 

 
This Alert covers some key updates from the National Office, plus a range of queries 

that have come in recently on various syllabuses. 

 
 

Attachments with this Alert: 

➢ Teacher’s chart showing differences in Flexi Speaking and Performance. 
➢ Sample starters for Reflective Discussion  
➢ Sample programme for group work. 
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Updates from National Office:  
 
1. Please remember to enter students online before making any payments.  

 
This is because after entry, you receive a ‘Submission of Entry’ which includes a reference number 

and the correct bank account number for payment. The reference number is vital for us to reconcile 

payments. 

 

 

 

 

This is particularly important if you ask students to pay individually, because we need to match 

payments to the entry form.  

If there are students that you have entered before a closing date that can no longer be examined, 

please contact your Local Secretary, and they can easily alter the entry for you.  

You can enter students for the whole year in advance – no need to wait until just before the closing 

date.  

 

2. You can now choose what type of notifications you want to receive on the online 
entry form. 
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Responses to a range of recent questions: 
 
Choices: 

In the Flexi Speaking and Performance all tasks are chosen by the candidate.  In the Rua sections 

the candidate chooses the options and then the Examiner gives the details for that particular 

impromptu exercise. 

 

Grade 4 Flexi – Tahi, Task 9:  

A prepared reading to illustrate a message for a specific occasion and intention.  This is derived 

from an exercise in the Introduction to Leadership exam. Examples of this could be: 

• School assembly on Anzac Day. The intention: to help understand the courage of people 

on the front.  The reading could be chosen from say Michael Morpurgo’s book War Horse. 

Or 

• Class seminar/project on Earthquakes.  Purpose: to show the resilience of young folks. 

Reading from Lyla by Fleur Beale. 

 

Timing:  Note that time allocation in Flexi is more fluid than previous syllabuses. 

• In Junior Grades: 
Younger students are certainly not expected to be preparing longer poems, or characterisations in 

order to meet the time allowed.  You will note that the time limits are approximate.  The times are a 

guide only.  If there are, say, 3 tasks at approximately 3 minutes, then it would be expected the 

total maximum performance time would be 9 minutes.  If times are less, candidates will not be 

marked down.  There is time allowed for discussion/reflection on the work done as well. 

 

• In more senior Grades: 
For example at G7 where 5 minutes is allowed for each task, that time includes some brief time for 

the stated discussion relative to that particular task. 

A Characterisation, for example at Grade 7, with 4 students could be around 12 – 15 mins in 

length.  This allows time for discussion immediately afterwards.  It may well be shorter, if the scene 

is well shaped and all the learning criteria can be demonstrated. 

In Rua, an impromptu story or improvisation for, say, two students could be up to 5 or 6 minutes, 

however in impromptu work, it does not need to be sustained for that full time.  Certainly a group of 

3 or 4 would not be expected to work of 4 x 3 minutes!   In group work the complexity or degree of 

difficulty comes in ensuring all the characters are fully engaged in making and accepting offers and 

shaping the piece, not in stretching out to a time limit. 

This is exactly the same as in the Speech and Drama syllabus. 

In senior Flexi grades in the Rua sections, preparation time is built into the total task times. 
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Group storytelling v. group drama.  This applies over all syllabuses: 

There are many similarities here and it is very easy for a story to ‘tip into’ a drama.   

Good stories do contain elements of drama - character, dialogue, tensions.   

An oral storytelling will frequently include movement and gesture. However it will also contain 

narrative and description to build and extend those other elements. 

A storytelling may include phrases such as ‘Once upon a time…’ or ‘as they walked down the dusty 

road…’.  Possibly ‘..So the smallest pig took a great big breath and he huffed and he puffed . . .’ 

This could be accompanied by action from the speaker – and then repeated again.  It would also 

be possible to have a narrator with another person doing the action.  One person can also narrate 

and enact all the characters, which takes considerable skill.    Storytellers may also decide to use 

puppets and/or props, or make sound effects.  The possibilities are endless and limited only by the 

imagination.                                                          

Group Storytelling:  Relating a story ‘about’ eg ‘The Three Little Pigs’.  A storytelling will break the 

fourth wall and relate directly to the audience.  This may still be accompanied by actions and 

characterisations but must have elements of narrative included. 

Group Drama:   Everyone has a specific role/character to develop and the tensions and conflicts 

build within the action and between the characters.  The storyline is developed through the 

dialogue and the actions.  Sometimes an individual may take more than one role and occasionally 

there may be elements of narration – eg an aside to the audience that says ‘some time later . . .’.  

The actors will be fully involved in their characters and their intentions to reveal the story. 

 

 

Remember if you have any queries about any of our syllabuses please send them to 

info@speechnz.co.nz  and they will be passed on to the relevant Board member for response. 

Enjoy exploring the new syllabus or continue using the established ones.   

Whichever you choose your students will be the benefactors of great life skills. 

 

Pam Logan 

Examinations Division 

 

 

 

 


