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Teacher Alert 
MARCH 2020 

 

 

Welcome to our new normal. 2020 is turning into an interesting year to say the least. Even over the 

days I have been working on this Teacher Alert everything has changed and although we are 

constantly assured risks are low, security and levels of ‘freedoms’ have turned on their heads. Change 

is the ‘new normal’. I trust your teaching year has started reasonably well and continues uninterrupted 

if at all possible. 

At this stage Speech New Zealand is still proceeding with our scheduled programmes, however we 

have set up a place on the Home page of our website which will be constantly updated to ensure you 

are kept abreast of any changes. 

So, to matters of teaching content!   

Do remember to check the new Public Speaking syllabus and note the changes in the areas you teach.  

Some of these are highlighted below. This 2020 syllabus is online – if you require a hard copy these 

can be obtained through your Local Secretary or from Speech New Zealand National Office. 

In this bulletin:  

➢ Theory 

• Advanced Associate and Licentiate Diplomas 

➢ Theatre in Action 

➢ Speech and Drama Syllabus 

• Grade 4 

• Associate and Advanced Performance module 3 

➢ Public Speaking 

• Initial – Grade 8 

• Diplomas 

o Associate Performance module 2 

o Associate and Advanced Associate Performance and Teaching module 3 

o Advanced Performance module 2 

o Licentiate Teaching module 3 

o Licentiate Performance module 2 
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Theory papers for ALL Advanced Associate and Licentiate Diplomas  

As from January 2020 ALL theory papers for both Advanced ASB and for Licentiate Diplomas 

may be sat by either assignment or online examinations. This will give both teachers and students 

much greater flexibility in working towards theory papers. 

• Online examinations will follow the same dates and format as in previous years. 

• Assignments may be applied for at any time during the year.  

• For assignments in both Advanced ASB and for LSB the time limit for completion will be 6 

months from the time the assignment is received. 

• For Advanced ASB the word limit is 2,000. 

• For Licentiate the word limit is 3,000. 

• In line with practical modules, all papers will be marked as Not Achieved, Pass, Merit or 

Distinction. 

 

Note that at Licentiate level the compulsory papers may now also be sat by assignment. 

Closing dates to sit theory papers are:   

For May - 20 March   

For August - 26 June 

 

All theory entries are online:   

For assignments apply direct to info@speechnz.co.nz  

 For on-line examinations see website or follow this link:  

https://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Online-Theory-Examinations.pdf   

 

Theatre in Action 

Have you tried this syllabus? Speech New Zealand thoroughly recommends this as an extremely 

valuable vehicle for drama groups and for private teachers who have students requiring added 

stimulation for drama or who are perhaps not quite ready for the next grade level. This syllabus is 

also great value for money as the entry fee is set for groups at each level and can then be divided 

among the number of students in that group. 

The Theatre in Action syllabus is currently under review and a new version will be ready for use in 

2021. Therefore, Speech New Zealand would value feedback on this and any content you feel could 

be appropriate. 

Timing in examinations over practical sections in all syllabuses 

Timing is important. You want students to be aware of the importance, but it is not everything. 

Sometimes, if candidates are under, they may not have delivered enough content. They can also lose 

their audience and energy and thus affect the timing of the examination. Having said that, Speech 

New Zealand is not rigid. It will be noted in the tick box column and sometimes mentioned on the 

report. In the real world to adhere to timing is polite and expected so this is a very good skill to learn 

and hone. Looking at all the learning outcomes, it is a minute amount of one examination. The focus 

is on content, delivery and structure. The examiner looks at the whole and balances it, so if other 

attributes outweigh this it may be ignored. A candidate who is truly extempore will often be a little 

out. We are not opposed to the candidate having a stopwatch close at hand.  

mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
https://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Online-Theory-Examinations.pdf
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Teachers and candidates need to be aware that telling the examiner about the audience and purpose 

is not part of the talk. If it is included in the introduction this will affect the timing, so ensure it is a 

separate announcement. The timer begins at your hook.  

Speech New Zealand marks holistically.  

Speech and Drama Syllabus 

Language in plays   

From time to time Speech New Zealand receives queries about altering strong language in plays.                             

Please be aware that examiners are trained to accept the use of strong language as intended by the 

playwright. For teachers and students exploring and intending to use contemporary plays with strong 

language, it is important that candidates feel comfortable using that language. In an exam situation 

scripts may be changed to ensure the candidate is comfortable with the language used. Be aware that 

a performance may have more impact with the perceived bad language, however it is worse if the 

performer cannot speak the dialogue naturally.  

Speech New Zealand would encourage seniors to use the language of the writers as it usually is 

revealing status, education, situation etc.   

Grade 4  A reminder that in Section 1 the talk should have a time limit of 4 minutes not 

 3 minutes as listed in hard copy of syllabus. 

 

Associate and Advanced Performance Module 3 

Please note that in Section 1 the requirement that the word contemporary has now been deleted.  

This is because, although Speech New Zealand wants to encourage teachers and students to explore 

recent newer plays, we do not wish to restrict choices for programming. 

Public Speaking and Communication 2020  

There are only minor changes up to and including Grade 6. Please look carefully at changes for Grade 

7. 

 

Initial Section 3       

 Bring a picture or photo that the examiner will discuss with you. 

 

Grade 2 Section 1       

 or Talk about preparing for AND taking part in an event. 
 

 Section 2      

 Bring a simple road map, chart or diagram and discuss it with the examiner. 

 

Grade 4 Section 5     

 Role play is no longer an option. 

Grade 5  

Module 2 Section 1   

Candidates no longer bring a letter to the editor. Instead they choose a current 

issue and give a prepared talk about it. 
 

 Section 3   

 Range: running commentary, impromptu talk, interview. 
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Grade 6   

Module 2 Section 3.ii  Note this section is now related to the work presented. 

   

Module 3 Section 1  

 There is now only ONE option. 

 Give a talk that pays tribute to a person. State the occasion and the audience 

 for whom the talk is prepared. 

 

Grade 7  

Module 3 Section 1. NOTE change of emphasis here. 

 Give an informative talk about the role of a specific speaker in a debate. 
 

 Section 3. NOTE changes here too. 

i) the formation of vowel and consonant sounds and the importance of clear 

    articulation in public speaking 

ii) the role of each speaker in a debate. 

 

Do read the Learning Criteria carefully around these changes: 

 

There is only a brief time for discussion and not all aspects can be discussed. 

 

Grade 8  Note that audiences are now optional at Grade 8  

Module 1 Section 1  

 Give a persuasive talk 

 Or 

 Give an entertaining talk.  

 For your option, specify the occasion and give a brief analysis of the audience 

 for whom your talk is prepared.  

 

Note: There is no longer the option to give a prepared critical evaluation of any aspect of 

contemporary social, cultural and political life in New Zealand. 

 

Module 2 Section 2 

 Give a speech in support of a senior student, colleague or team-mate in a position 

of leadership. Briefly outline the circumstances of their nomination before you 

speak. 
 

Module 3 Section 1 

 Give a talk on key techniques that can be used in developing an aspect of  

 debating. 

 Range: defining and analysing a topic; manner versus matter; developing a line  

 of argument; rebuttal….  

 State the audience for whom this talk is prepared. 
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PUBLIC SPEAKING DIPLOMAS: Audiences are optional at Associate level 
 

Associate Performance Module 2 

Section 1 

Give an informative, instructive or persuasive speech. Include a relevant story or anecdote within 

your talk. Specify your audience and give the speech a title. 

Section 3 

Be prepared to discuss: 

i) the techniques and ethics of persuasive speaking 

ii) establishing and maintaining audience rapport 

iii) the value of storytelling. 

 

Associate and Advanced Associate Module 3 - Performance and Teaching 

Section 2 

Speak either for or against the motion. 

There has been some confusion around whether this motion is being ‘proposed’ by the candidate or 

whether they are speaking ‘to’ the motion. Quite different exercises. The examiner sets the actual 

motion and the candidate then ‘speaks persuasively to support or negate the motion.’ Further 

criteria expand on how this should be done. 

 

So, the premise is that a motion has been put to the meeting and the candidate is rising to speak 

either in favour of that motion or against it supporting their view with appropriate material and in an 

appropriate manner. 

 

Thus, an apt opening might be ‘Ladies and gentlemen I rise in support of this motion (or I rise to 

speak against this motion)’.  After supporting their point of view, the ideas might be summarised, 

and the conclusion could be… ‘for these reasons I am (not) in favour of the motion’.   

The motion itself might, or might not be repeated at the end, this could depend on the style of the 

speaker and the formality of the meeting. 

 

Note:  Section 2  

 3rd bullet point has been removed – ‘Be prepared to deal with heckling from the audience’. 

 Section 3.iii)  

 There is now discussion on heckling in this section.  

 

Advanced Associate Module 2 Performance: Audience is optional 

Section 1  

Give an informative or persuasive talk on any topic, include a story or anecdote as an element within 

your talk.  

Specify the audience and give the speech a title. Limit 10 minutes. 

Section 3  

Be prepared to discuss: 

i) the techniques and ethics of persuasive speaking 

ii) establishing and maintaining audience rapport 

iii) value of storytelling in public speaking. 

 
See box in first page of this Teacher Alert re all Diploma Theory Papers 
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Licentiate Teaching Only Module 3  

Section 1:  

Storytelling in public speaking has been added to the list of lesson options. 

Please also note that as this module requires candidates to bring students into the examination room  

and to take a class with them, it is necessary for these students to be of an age appropriate to the  

lessons chosen. To assess teaching potential and ability it is important that this is a practical lesson 

and not role play.   

 

Licentiate Performance Module 2  

Section 2 

Speaking for or against a motion: Refer to notes under ASB and Advanced ASB section above. 

 

The timing allowed for this is 2 minutes preparation and 4 minutes speaking time.  However, the 4 

minutes is a maximum. Sometimes a shorter time may be perfectly acceptable. There is no sense 

rambling on once specific points have been made. 

   

It is important that in their opening a candidate clarifies that they rise to speak for or against the 

motion.  Similarly, at the end the candidate needs to have a firm and appropriate conclusion, such as 

a brief summary of reasons and restating of their position. The Learning Criteria does not specifically 

cover this although at this level one could assume it would be included in - ‘Structure content and use 

logical argument’. The key is what might/should happen in a real situation. 

Be prepared to deal with heckling has been removed. 

Section 3 ii)   

‘dealing with controversy and a hostile audience’ has been added. 

 

************************************************************** 

 

With all the changes for new Public Speaking Syllabus this has been a longer Teacher Alert. 

 

However, a recommendation for everyone as a treat: 

 

Do explore Marquee TV.  They are offering a free two-week subscription and they offer a range of 

plays, operas and dance all recorded from LIVE performances. I watched a very earnest and funny 

performance of The Importance of Being Earnest – the scene where the girls meet over a cup of tea 

was genuinely hilarious.   There is a great range of Shakespeare including Richard ll with David 

Tenant as the King. Subscription is $89 for a year – barely the cost of one live performance. Certainly, 

something to be savoured should we all end up in isolation. 

 

An interesting quote to leave you with “Actually, it’s only quarantine if it comes from the quarantine 

region of France, otherwise, it’s just sparkling isolation.” 

                                                            

Regards   

Pam  

 

Pam Logan 

Examinations Division 

Speech New Zealand                  

Helping our Nation to Communicate  


