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TEACHER ALERT 
July 2021 

 
Examinations for the year are in full swing in some areas.  Please check out this alert and file for 
future reference.  Speech New Zealand look forward to continuing to support you during the year 

whichever syllabus you are using. 
 

Please double check you are using the latest syllabus and destroy old ones – sadly there 
have been some instances of people working from out-of-date syllabuses. 

 
This Alert covers a range of queries that have come in recently on various 

syllabuses. 
 

Attachments with this Alert: 

 Flyer with Current Syllabuses 
 Chart showing the Examination Materials required for Speech and Drama exams 

Updates from National Office:  
 
1. New ‘Bulk Entry’ is live! 
You can now enter candidates in bulk through the online system!  
Simply click on “Switch to bulk entry mode” on the entry form, then enter the names (or copy 
and paste) into the bulk box, with each student on a new line.  
(NOTE – if you plan to group your students afterwards, please arrange the names of the 
candidates one after the other, for easier grouping once they have been entered) 

 

2. Please place orders for badges through the website 
This streamlines the ordering process and ensures no badge orders get lost ����!  
Someday very soon, you will be able to order badges at the same time as you enter for 
examinations! YAY! 

Here’s the badge order link - https://www.speechnz.co.nz/examinations/badges-for-order/ 

 

https://www.speechnz.co.nz/examinations/badges-for-order/
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3. Internal Transfer Process 
Now that all examination entries are done online, the process of re-entering a student has changed 
to become an internal process done at National Office. 

This means that instead of entering a previously withdrawn student on a new entry form, you just 
need to email info@speechnz.co.nz and let them know what tour the student needs to be 
transferred to. NatO will then make the internal transfer and send confirmation to you and the Local 
Secretary. 

An internal transfer fee of $20 per student, per transfer will be charged via the usual payment 
method for frees (invoiced to the teacher or to the school) 

Timetable changes within a tour are still done via the LS, so please contact them as needed. 
 

 

4. Please continue to send through your student’s Success Stories! 
We have LOVED putting together the Success Stories we have received so far, and would love to 
keep this going! If you have any students who you think would be interested in answering a few 
questions, and having a short article written about their experience with Speech NZ and where 
they are now, please get in touch!  

We’ve found that the best way for this to happen is for teachers to ask their students if they would 
be okay to be interviewed (just via email), and then for the teacher to let Emma know the student’s 
details. Then, when Emma reaches out to the student, they’re already expecting it! 
 

 

5. Please continue to enter students online before making any payments. 
This is because after entry, you receive a ‘Submission of Entry’ which includes a reference number 
and the correct bank account number for payment. The reference number is vital for us to reconcile 
payments. 

 

 

 
 

This is particularly important if you ask students to pay individually, because we need to match 
payments to the entry form.  
If there are students that you have entered before a closing date that can no longer be examined, 
please contact your Local Secretary, and they can easily alter the entry for you. You can enter 
students for the whole year in advance – no need to wait until just before the closing date.  
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Responses to a range of recent questions: 
 
Exam Material required for Zoom examinations (and in-person examinations): 

To help you keep track of what examination material is required for both in-person and Zoom 
exams, the National Office has built the attached "Examinations Material" chart for Speech and 
Drama. This fantastic resource allows you to see what material needs to be sent in advance and 
what material needs to be present on the day of the exam, for both in-person and Zoom exams. It 
also describes any syllabus modifications form Zoom exams. 

We would LOVE your feedback on this chart. The National Office plan to create one of these for 
each syllabus, but please do let us know if you think it would be useful to add anything else, or if 
there are any areas that need clarifying. 

 
Flexi exams 

All Flexi exams are available in-person, during the normal face to face examination tours for your 
area or online during the last week of each month.   

https://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-EXAMINATION-SCHEDULE 

Some quick responses relating specifically to Flexi Exams: 

Original Poems:  
All original poems in Speech New Zealand examinations need to be written by the candidate. 

Reading and Sight-Reading Tasks:  All levels.  
Yes, the same book may be used for Prepared and Sight-reading tasks.  They are listed as 
separate tasks, but this does not mean they need to be separate books. 

Devised sections:  
Yes, these may include a tv ad or news report.  The key aspect is that the final devised 
presentation meets the learning criteria for the particular level being entered.  Also check under 
Devise in the glossary in the Flexi syllabus for what is expected. 

 

Theatre in Action Syllabus – under review: 

This is currently under review.  A good deal has changed since this was issued in 2010 so this will 
be a comprehensive review.  Please if you have used this syllabus your input would be appreciated 
in terms of levels, content and learning criteria.  If you have not used it – there may b e a good 
reason why and Speech New Zealand would like to hear that too! 

Speech New Zealand would like to make this syllabus as inclusive as possible not only for students 
already working on our grade exams, but for those in the wider community as well.  All ideas 
gratefully received. Send emails to info@speechnz.co.nz with Theatre in Action – Review in the 
subject line. 

 

https://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-EXAMINATION-SCHEDULE
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
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Characterisations (Flexi and Speech and Drama) 

• Up to and including Grade 4: 
Candidates (and teachers) can choose to present a scripted scene or monologue adapted from a 
book or play.  They are assessed on the actual presentation, with no requirement to discuss this in 
the context of the source of the material.  At Grades 3 & 4 some knowledge and discussion on the 
context of an extract will certainly help to deepen characterisations and acting skills 

• At Grades 5 and 6: 
Speech New Zealand is encouraging students to develop and broaden their literary knowledge, 
These two grades are transitions to the more senior grades. Thus candidates are required to 
discuss the book or play from which the characterisation/monologue is drawn.  Frequently, to fit 
material to their needs, teachers and students adapt and/or edit material to suit.  This text should 
maintain the integrity of the original work, use as much of the original work as possible and stand 
alone as a scene. 

• From Grade 7 onwards: 
All characterisations/monologues must be developed from an actual play.  They may still be edited 
to suit the group and the time available. 

NB Where Speech New Zealand request candidates to bring text of presentations to examinations this is 
intended to be the text of the extract presented not the full script of the play or novel.  In junior grades this 
may be simply an outline of the actions in the piece. 

 

 

Enjoy what remains of the holiday break to refresh and reinvigorate. 

Pam Logan 

Examinations Division 
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