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This is how we roll  

in Christchurch 
 

Helen Balch, Speech Teacher 
in Christchurch 

On Sunday 13 November 2016 I 
went to bed around 11 pm. I had 
had a busy day conducting mock 
examinations and then my son, his 
partner and her little boy came for 
dinner. I spent a while sorting out 
everything I needed ready for a full 
day of Speech NZ examinations the 
next day. 
 
At 12.04 am I had just got to sleep 
when I was woken by a violent 
rocking – another quake. It got 
stronger so I followed my normal 
routine of moving into the doorway 
to the ensuite. My husband, who 
was still up, stood in the livingroom 
doorway and we called to each 
other reporting what things were 
falling down; fortunately not too 
many. After about two minutes the 
rocking finally stopped. Fortunately 
we still had power so I put on 

National Radio to learn that the 
quake had been centred near 
Kaikoura and had also been 
severe in Wellington. We were 
concerned about our son and 
family as they live in Brighton and 
don’t have a car. We listened until 
a tsunami warning came through 
at 1.30 am. My husband then 
drove to Brighton to pick them up 
while I sorted beds. By 3 am we 
were all in bed but sleep proved 
elusive as I worried about what 
the next day would bring. 
 

Exam venue inspected for 

earthquake damage 
At 6 am the alarm went off. There 
was a text from St Andrew’s 
College where I teach to say the 
buildings were being inspected at 
6.30 am. They were hoping for an 
8.30 am start. I sent a text to Claire 
Tanner, the local Speech NZ 
secretary, for an update on 

examinations as the venue is 
already an “earthquake rebuild” 
waiting to happen. The building was 
being inspected at 8 am; hopefully 
we would have a 9 am start. 
 
Next up was to check the flood of 
emails from students sitting 
examinations. Several of the 
candidates had been evacuated 
during the night but everyone 
planned on sitting their 
examination. The emails included 
the following: 
 
“We are busy cleaning up. Kitchen 
a disaster and no power. Does 
Ethan need to wear uniform for his 
exam as it needs ironing and no 
power!” My answer was “No!” 
 
“Priya will be there. Not much sleep 
as had to sleep with the four 
children in the car. Got home at 8 
am. Fortunately no tsunami as 
couldn’t catch the guinea pigs in the 
dark.” Priya was talking about her 
guinea pig for her Speech NZ Initial 
examination and had apparently 
cried for two hours after they had to 
head up the hill to evacuate without 
the guinea pigs.  
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This is how we roll in Christchurch (continued) 
 
“Natasha has been very brave, 
again. Evacuated and went to a 
friend’s house but no sleep. We will 
be there.” This mother keeps an 
emergency handbag for 
evacuations but it had obviously 
been raided over the last five years 
as when she looked inside it after 
they evacuated it contained only 
their passports … and a bra! She 
has no idea why the bra was in 
there but Priya’s mother said she 
could have used it as she is a 
breastfeeding mother and 
evacuated in her nightie without 
hers! 
 
One parent was very grateful for 
the speech examinations. They had 
spent the long weekend in Kaikoura 
and were going to stay on for the 
Monday but came home on Sunday 
to attend the mock examination. 
 

Examinations mixed with 
aftershocks 
A bit later in the day, twenty-six 
slightly worse-for-wear students sat 
their examinations while weary 
parents sat in the waiting room 
swapping stories, laughing and 
drinking copious amounts of coffee 
to keep them awake. We all tried to 
ignore the aftershocks which kept 
rolling in, so as not to alarm the 
children before their examinations. 
They all achieved great results. 
 

Bing Bong and the 2011 

earthquake 
The following week Speech NZ 
examiner Cecily Archer visited us at 
school to assess eighteen Year 1 to 
3 students sitting their Oral 
Communication assessments. 
There were no earthquakes to 
report but one talk stands out. 
 

Seven-year old Sara talked about 
her bear Bing Bong. She explained 
how she nearly didn’t have Bing 
Bong because when she was a 
baby there had been a big 
earthquake in the night. Her mother 
grabbed her out of the cot and 
headed downstairs, but the stairs 
gave way and Sara’s mother fell, 
breaking her leg. Her dad went 
back upstairs to get the car keys to 
drive them to hospital and thought 
to grab some supplies for baby 
Sara, including Bing Bong. That 
was the last time anyone was 
allowed upstairs as the house had 
to be demolished with most of their 
possessions including all the rest of 
Sara’s toys still inside. 

 
One thing about our quakes – they 
have left Cantabrians with plenty of 
stories to tell! 

Reminders for teachers 
As you plan your Speech and Drama classes for 2017 please do ensure that you are using the latest 
(2014) syllabus for ASB and Advanced ASB Speech and Drama. 
 
If you teach and timetable Oral Communication assessments please ensure you note that the time in the 
updated 2016 syllabus for Junior and Advanced Junior Oral Assessments has increased from 12 to 15 
minutes.  
 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chair of Examinations, Speech NZ 

Q In Speech and Drama talks what is the difference 
between a Personal Experience – Grade 1, and a 
Personal Discovery - Grade 2? 

A In Grade 1 the candidate simply tells about their 

experience, albeit in a planned and logical manner. 
However in Grade 2 Speech New Zealand introduces a 
next step in exploring an experience and focusing on a 
specific angle – what the candidate has learnt or 
discovered. For example at Grade 1 a candidate might 
talk about three things they experienced in holidaying in, 
say, Dunedin. At Grade 2, using that same example, a 
candidate may cover some similar material, but focus on 
their visit to the Butterfly House in the Museum. They 
might set up at the outset that this was a new 
experience, followed by some of the aspects they learnt, 
or discovered, about the butterflies. The candidate can 
then plan a logical progression of ideas and their 
conclusion would include a summary of the aspects 
discovered. The Learning Outcomes clarify this further. 
 

Q In LSB Teaching: Module 3, in the 15 minute lesson 

plan, should the student also show what should be done 
before and after the 15 minutes in the lesson?  It strikes 
me that if not, the lesson would have no context?  
Should there also be an information sheet which the 
student can discuss with the examiner on the specific 
learning and needs of the group? 

A While Speech New Zealand does not specifically ask 

for these sheets, if your student brings them along they 
would make an extremely useful addition to the 
discussion and help place the lesson section in context. 
This would usually be part of the discussion with the 
examiner in Section 2 and information sheets would help 
reinforce the candidate’s sound preparation. 

 
You are quite right in that we rarely teach just in 15 
minute blocks or lessons and the candidate may well be 
sharing a significant part of a longer lesson, or a series 
of lessons. 
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Opportunity for examiners 
to gain the Diploma in 
Professional Speaking 

 
Every two years Speech New Zealand provides the 
opportunity for accredited examiners to reinforce and 
update their skills in examining over the wide range of 
our examination syllabuses. The next opportunity will be 
a seminar to take place in Wellington on 17 January 
2017. The professional development and accrediation 
seminar will be titled: “Get Going: Get Growing”. 

 
Professional Speaking syllabus 
The Speech NZ Professional Speaking syllabus was 
devised specifically for use by professional and 
business speakers. The syllabus offers three levels: 
Certificate, Advanced Certificate and Diploma.  
 
Speech NZ Trustee, Dr Margriet Theron, has embraced 
the opportunity provided by this syllabus to help 
migrants for whom English is not their first language to 
gain fluency in speaking English and confidence in 
participating in work-related speaking scenarios 
including typically New Zealand style job interviews. 
 

Examining at the Diploma level 
While all accredited Speech NZ examiners are qualified 
to examine at the first two levels of the Professional 
Speaking syllabus, only those who have gained the 
Diploma or hold a Fellowship can examine at this 
highest level. 
 
The opportunity was offered to examiners who do not 
already possess the qualification of Diploma in 
Professional Speaking to sit this examination during the 
accreditation seminar in January 2017. Twelve 
examiners have taken up this challenge. 
 
Leading the way, two members of the Speech NZ 
Board, Chairman Gabrielle Thurston (above right) and 
Trustee Karen Austin (above left) have already taken up 
this challenge, and recently sat the Diploma in 

Professional Speaking examination, achieving Pass with 
Distinction. Examiner Sandra Bartlam also took the 
opportunity to achieve this qualification at this time. 
 
Trustee Claire Marsh (above centre) was closely 
involved in the development of the Professional 
Speaking syllabus and has taught it to a wide range of 
candidates, from senior managers in the public and 
private sectors to diocesan priests in training at the Holy 
Cross Seminary in Auckland. She says: ”I believe there 
is a wide market in the business sector for managers 
and staff members to gain training in communication 
and achieve the qualification of Diploma in Professional 
Speaking.  
 
With more qualified examiners available, Speech NZ 
intends to market the benefits of achieving this 
qualification more strongly.” 

 

Larissa Hoogendoorn: much benefit gained 
from Public Speaking training

 

Just like any Speech 
and Drama teacher, 
Judith Bartlett of 
Karamu High School is 
always thrilled to hear 
from previous 
students. 
 

Larissa Hoogendoorn 
gained Advanced 
Certificate in 
Professional Speaking, 
ASB in Public 

Speaking, Senior Com-
municating in Leader-
ship, and various Speech 
and Drama grades over 
five years. She is now 
studying Hospitality 
Management at Queens-
town Resort College. 
 

Her Business Communi-
cations paper requires 
oral presentations. She 
wrote to Judith: “I want to 

pass along another big 
‘Thank you’ for teaching 
me. A year later, without 
my speech notes, I can 
still recall everything and 
it is helping so much! 
Having studied Public 
Speaking and the 
Advanced Certificate in 
Professional Speaking 
gave me the confidence 
and knowledge to excel 
in my oral presentations." 
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Beginner’s Professional Speaking 

Success 
 
After agreeing to speak at 
the New Zealand Optics 
Conference, Vison 2016, 
Nelson-based Elaine Silk 
began her public speaking 
journey. Elaine signed up 
for speech lessons early in 
the year to ensure that 
she would be able to 
speak confidently come 
October. Encouraged by 
her teacher, Karen Austin, 
Elaine sat her Certificate 
in Professional Speaking 
in July 2016, passing with 

Distinction. This success boosted Elaine’s confidence in 
her ability as a public speaker and provided motivation 
to keep honing her skills. 

 
Drawing on her experience in the optometry sector and 
her business, Practice by Design, Elaine spoke about 
the principles of sensory design in optometry retail 
outlets. Using PowerPoint she explained how the subtle 
use of the five senses engages customers. 

 
Elaine acknowledged how the valuable experience of 
sitting a Speech NZ Professional Speaking examination 
had helped her in preparing to address the attendees at 
the Vision 2016 Conference. 

 
 

Associates of Speech NZ celebrated 
 

Patricia Osborne, the Local Secretary for Speech New 
Zealand in Rotorua, organised a function at the Princes 
Gate Hotel to celebrate the success of candidates from 
two Speech and Drama studios who had achieved 
success in recent Associate of Speech NZ 
examinations. The successful candidates were: 
 

Sofia Morrell (above, with her Speech and Drama 
teacher Jennifer Wicks of Drama Kids Rotorua) gained 
the Advanced Associate of the Speech Board 
(Teaching). During 2016 she had completed the three 
practical modules as well as the four theory 
examinations and gained three of the seven with 
Distinction. 
 
The six other new Associates of Speech New Zealand 
all studied with Gabrielle Thurston of Catch a Rising 

Star and Head of Drama at John Paul College. They 
are: 
 

 Daniel Poskitt who gained all three practical 
modules with Distinction 

 Danielle Cooper who was one of ten New 
Zealanders picked in 2016 for the Young 
Ambassadors World War I Shared History 
Commemoration in France 

 Priya Patel who has won a $45,000 scholarship to 
study health science at the University of Otage 

 Joshua McDougall 

 Felicity Cook who placed first in 2015 in the 
National Young Designers Awards with a Grecian-
inspired evening dress 

 Erin Kelly, on the photo below with her teacher, 
Gabrielle Thurston. 
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Madeleine Knowles in Shortland Street 
 
“Shortland Street is the fastest TV series filmed in the 
Southern Hemisphere. It was quite a shock to see how 
quickly they worked.” That was one of the first 
impressions of Madeleine Knowles when she first joined 
the cast of the prime-time soap opera. Shortland Street 
was first broadcast in May 1992. With over 6,000 
episodes it is New Zealand’s longest-running soap 
opera and one of the country’s most-watched TV 
programmes. 
 
Madeleine Knowles has been a student at Queen 
Margaret College in Wellington. Her Speech and Drama 
teacher is Kerry Kleinsman. Madeleine has completed 
all the Speech New Zealand examinations from Grade 5 
to Associate of the Speech Board (Performance). She is 
working towards the Advanced Associate examination. 
 
Last year, Madeleine’s agent was approached by 
Shortland Street about an upcoming role. Madeleine 
had performed in many advertisements and taken small 
extra roles in television. When her agent told her that 
there was a possibility that she could be in Shortland 
Street, she jumped at the opportunity. 
 
She had to fly to Auckland for the audition. She says: “I 
was really excited to be given the opportunity but as you 
would imagine, I was also extremely nervous. When I 
get nervous I get a red rash on my neck and I was so 
scared I would get the rash during my audition.” 
 
Madeleine got a call from her agent a week or so after 
Christmas to inform her that she had the role. “It was 
like a late Christmas present! This was a huge surprise 
to me. I was lost for words. I told Mum and we were 
jumping up and down in the living room.” 
 

In Shortland Street Madeleine plays a teenage girl 
called Lottie. She meets Harry Warner at a study camp. 
Lottie means well but ends up getting herself in some 
sticky situations and has to face the consequences. 
 
Harry Warner is played by Reid Walker. During the time 
she was working on Shortland Street, Madeleine and 
Reid became very good friends. 
 
Madeleine talks about her time on the Street: “My first 
day on set was a blur. Everyone is so nice and 
welcoming! Shortland Street is the fastest TV series 
filmed in the Southern Hemisphere, so it was quite a 
shock to see how quickly they worked. They set up two 
or three cameras at once from different angles and film 
the scene. If the first take has no technical glitches then 
they wrap the scene. It is that fast! One of my scenes 
we only had to film once.” 
 
Some of the scenes which included Madeleine were 
filmed off-set, on location. Filming these scenes 
involved long days that would start at 6 am and go until 
6 pm. The process on location is a lot slower than on 
set because of the uncontrollable elements such as the 
sun and outside noise. This meant redoing scenes a lot 
more than they would have to on-set; hence the long 
days. 
 
Madeleine remembers her first day on location: “It was 
at a swimming pool and I had to be in a bikini, kiss Reid 
and throw up all over his parents, Chris and Rachel. It 
was pretty full on! They threw me in the deep end - 
literally!” 
 
The best part of the whole experience for Madeleine 
was meeting all the people. She watches Shortland 
Street religiously so it was exciting getting to meet and 
work with the cast. She met an actor, Lucas Whiting 
who plays Finn, when it was his first week on Shortland 
Street as well. As the two newbies they became great 
friends. She particularly enjoyed meeting Kerry-Lee 
Dewing (Kylie) and Michael Galvin (Chris Warner) who 
have worked on the show for so long. Their advice was 
invaluable. 
 
This experience has taught Madeleine good time 
management skills. “There was a lot of work in learning 
a new script everyday as well as keeping up with my 
school work. It taught me how to work quickly, because 
working on-set was so quick; I had to listen to all 
instructions at all times. It was such an amazing 
learning experience and has definently set me up for 
further roles.” 
 
For 2017, she has been accepted into Toi Whakaari 
New Zealand Drama School in Wellington; one of 
twenty-two students who were picked out of 500 who 
auditioned.
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Tracy van Rooyen: one of the friendly voices 

at the Speech New Zealand National Office 
 
If you phone National Office the person answering the 
call is likely to be Tracy van Rooyen, who works as the 
administrator for Speech New Zealand. Her role 
includes the organising of examination tours, ensuring 
sufficient days have been allocated so that all 
candidates will be examined within the timeframe, 
ensuring all fees have been paid, designing the tour and 
booking airfares so that the examiner is in the right 
place at the right time. She co-ordinates and manages 
the Wellington and Hutt Valley supplementary 
examination days. Her financial responsibilities include 
processing all payments to creditors, examiners and 
local secretaries. 
 

Working in a small office it is essential to have a wide 
range of skills. Tracy is called upon to do everything 
from fixing a jammed photocopier to managing a crisis 
during an examination tour.  
 

Speech New Zealand Manager, Maureen Gray, says: 
“Tracy is a highly valued member of our team. Her 
ability to coordinate and communicate with our 
stakeholders and get the job done is outstanding.” 
 

Tracy has been working in the Speech New Zealand 
National Office as an administrator since April 2014. 
 

Before joining Speech NZ she was the office 
administrator and also ran the out-of-school care 
programme at a childcare centre for four years. Her 
ability to work and interact with a wide variety of people 
gave her the right skills for her position at Speech NZ. 
 

Tracy says: “I enjoy working and interacting with a 
variety of people and completing a diverse range of 
tasks in this position. My role incorporates a variety of 
administrative functions which allows me to work closely 
with examiners and teachers. I thrive on building good 
working relationships with my colleagues and through 
this it has enabled me to understand their roles and how 
I can best support them. 
 

“I get immense satisfaction providing a high level of 
service to an organisation that delivers quality training 
and services to young people.” 

 
Tracy grew up in Palmerston North. She started her 
career in a building supplies business where she was 
receptionist and did admininstration and accounting 
tasks. 

 
During her twenties she travelled, spending more than 
ten years in London, working in administration roles and 
then in the healthcare sector.  

 
On her return to NZ eight years ago she settled in 
Wellington where she and her husband are now raising 
their son. 

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 Speech and Drama; Professional Speaking 

 Public Speaking; Theatre in Action 

 ESOL; Oral Communication 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Previous editions of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 List of fees and fee refund policy 

 Badges for successful candidates 

 Examination schedule 

 Click-through to Amazon and Fishpond bookstores 

 Finding a teacher 

 Corporate communication courses 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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Peggy Lehmann giving an entertaining vote of thanks 
after being presented with warm messages of farewell 
by the Trustees of Speech New Zealand who had 
worked with her as a speech teacher and examiner 
over many years. On the left (above) are Speech NZ 
Trustees Helen Balch from Christchurch and Pauline 
Douglas from Dunedin and (below) Meredith Caisley 
from Auckland). 

A life enriched by Speech, Drama and Singing: 
Peggy Lehmann retires as Speech NZ examiner 

 

Twenty years of guiding students 
through Speech NZ examinations 
Peggy Lehmann recently retired as an examiner after 
more than twenty years of guiding students as they 
progressed through the Speech Zealand syllabuses. 
She was farewelled at the meeting of the Trustees of 
Speech NZ held on Saturday, 19 November 2016 at 
the National Office in Wellington. 
 
Peggy has been involved in public speaking and 
speech and drama activities since she was five years 
old, initially as a student in speech and singing with 
Anita Oliver in Dunedin. Later she became involved in 
competitions, radio work, pantomimes and speech 
examinations. After completing Grade 8 she became a 
professional actress with Southern Players with whom 
she toured continually for five years in a range of work 
including musicals, drama and school tours. 
 
Peggy was involved on the Dunedin branch of the 
Speech Communication Association in many roles. At 

this time she did work in both television and radio. She 
worked as a teacher at Columba College, Dunedin, for 
five years and took over the Speech and Drama unit at 
St Hilda’s College, Dunedin, before moving to 
Wellington. 
 
Since moving to Wellington Peggy has continued to 
work as a teacher. She has been a judge at both 
Speech and Drama competitions and Public Speaking 
debates and competitions. 

 

She is fun, she laughs,  
she makes us feel at ease 
Peggy’s experiences as an actor, teacher and examiner 
have created in her an ongoing passion for performance 
and communication skills at every level. 
 
Over her many years as an examiner, the Speech New 
Zealand examination candidates have loved the colour 
Peggy brought into the examination room with her 
bright, bold jewellery and funky glasses. Students have 
commented that “she is fun, she laughs and she makes 
us feel at ease”. 
 
The Trustees of Speech New Zealand and the staff of 
National Office wish Peggy the very best in her 
retirement. 
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The Geyser Community Foundation awards four 
scholarships each year to students from Rotorua or 
Taupo who have completed Grade 8 Speech NZ 
examinations in Speech and Drama or Public 
Speaking. The purpose of the scholarships is to 
encourage students to continue their studies towards 
Speech NZ Diplomas by covering the examination 
fees for Associate or Advanced Associate of the 
Speech Board. For 2016 the scholarships were 
valued at $510 or $368 each, respectively. The 
Trustees of Speech NZ and of the Geyser Community 
Foundation are delighted to receive feedback from 
previous scholarship recipients such as Jaimee 
Wiggins who had received one of the 2013 
scholarships. 

Off to London in 2017! 
Jaimee Wiggins 

 
With the generosity of the Geyser Community Foundation I 
was able to complete my Speech NZ ASB Diploma. This 
Diploma has benefited me in so many ways. Not only did it 
give me a knowledgeable insight into the world of theatre, 
but it advanced my performance skills and allowed me to 
develop into the actor I am today. 
 
ASB allowed me to grow as a performer and because of 
this qualification I have been viewed as a rather highly 
skilled employee. Employers view the ASB Diploma as an 
asset to an individual due to the vocal training and 
communication exercises we practise. 
 
This applies to acting jobs as well. With the ASB Diploma 
on my CV directors know that I am very familiar with the 
terminology of theatre and able to work coherently within a 
professional environment. Without the financial support I 
would not have been able to take up this opportunity due to 
cost. 
 
During my time at Waikato University I have been involved 
in several performances and theatre productions such as 
Orlando by Sarah Ruhl. I directed two children’s 

performances of Peter Pan and Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. 
 
In 2016 I completed the second year of Bachelor of Arts 
with a double major in English and Theatre. Having gone 
into university with prior knowledge and experience helped 
me to understand concepts and theory. I cannot stress 
enough to students heading into tertiary studies the value 
of gaining background knowledge and practical skills. 
Theatre is instinctively a part of me. Some people think I 
am crazy to have chosen the theatre as a career path, but 
at the very least I can speak in public without fear! 
 
We all have a gift to share with the world. Who gets to say 
which gift is more important? Perhaps the hardest thing to 
do is to find your gift and to then learn how to share it. 
 
I recently applied for internships and after an interview I 
was offered a placement in London for November 2017. 
This will enable me to link with some of London’s great 
Theatre Companies including National Theatre Live. The 
details are still being negotiated.  
 
The Speech and Drama work I have done within my 
secondary school under Gabrielle Thurston; the Rotorua 
Theatre Society; completing the Speech NZ ASB Diploma; 
and my current study at the University of Waikato under 
Gaye Pool have provided a sound platform for me to step 
into areas that truly excite me. 
 
Holding the Speech NZ ASB Diploma has opened endless 
opportunities in internship, performance, short films, Drama 
teaching, and many more. The Geyser Community 
Foundation helped to spark the beginning of my journey. 
The Geyser scholarships have had a similar impact on 
many other young people within our community and will 
continue to do so. 

 
Nearly ten years of acting class and perseverance have 
got me so far. Never give up on your dreams; they do 
come true! 

Credits: Tony McKay, Handcrafted Stories,  
Photographer and  Lynette Burlinson, Hair
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Hannah Dixon:  

a success story from Drama Kids Rotorua 
 

 
Every year the Geyser Community 
Foundation in Rotorua awards 
scholarships to senior Speech and 
Drama or Public Speaking students 
from Rotorua or Taupo who have 
passed Grade 8 Speech New 
Zealand examinations.  

 
The Trustees of Speech NZ are 
aware of the shortage of Speech 
and Drama and Public Speaking 
teachers in New Zealand and they 
trust that these scholarships will 
encourage more young people to 
prepare themselves for the 
Associate and Advanced Associate 
of Speech New Zealand 
examinations – the desired 
qualifications to become a teacher 
who will enrole candidates in 
Speech NZ examinations. 

 
Early success stories 
The Geyser Community Foundation 
Speech New Zealand Scholarships 
have been awarded annually since 
2008. One of the first recipients 
was Elizabeth Marvelly. She is now 
the well-known singer/songwriter 
and columnist, Lizzie Marvelly, who 
set up the media project 

http://www.villainesse.com/ “to 
create smart, no-filter media for 
young women”. The site sparked 
conversation about victim-
blaming, consent and sexual 
violence with its 
#MyBodyMyTerms videos which 
have been viewed over 450,000 
times. 
 
Another early recipient of one of 
these scholarships was Rebecca 
McMenamin. After moving from 
Rotorua to Wellington to study at 
Victoria University, she became 
a Trustee of Speech NZ. She 
completed her Advanced ASB 
with Distinction and is finding her 
speech and communication skills 
to be very useful in her law 
studies. She is also using her 
Speech New Zealand experience 
in her roles with the Wellington 
Community Justice Project. 
 

2015 scholarship 
recipient 
Hannah Dixon 
Hannah Dixon (photo top left) has 
been attending Speech and Drama 
classes since she was nine years 
old and she has always “absolutely 
loved it”. Studying Speech and 
Drama has given her the 
confidence to perform in public and 
to do public speaking. 
 
Hannah says: “I am forever grateful 
to the Geyser Community 
Foundation for presenting me with 
this scholarship. It has definitely 
helped me to have the motivation to 
continue with my Speech and 
Drama examinations.” 
 
Hannah recently passed Modules 1 
and 2 of the Advanced Associate 
Diploma – Teaching. For Module 1 
she had to present a 15-minute 
programme of poetry, drama and 
prose, based on a theme and linked 
with a commentary, for an adult 
audience. For the 20-minute 
Module 2 examination she gave a 
lesson on an aspect of the teaching 
of Speech and Drama to a group of 
students and then justified her 

lesson plan in discussion with the 
examiner, showing knowledge of a 
range of teaching resources. 
 
She hopes to do Module 3 in 2017, 
where she will give a prepared talk 
on the works of a writer, poet or 
dramatist, do a reading, and 
discuss trends in NZ literature 
during the past 20 years. 
 
Looking forward to the time when 
she would have completed this 
qualification, Hannah says: “Being 
presented with a Diploma for 
Teaching Speech and Drama will 
definitely make all the hard work I 
have put in over the last eight years 
be very worth it.” 
 
In choosing Hannah to receive the 
Geyser Community Foundation 
Speech NZ scholarship of $501, the 
Speech NZ Sub-committee of the 
Geyser Community Foundation 
Distribution Advisory Committee 
considered more than just the 
excellent results which Hannah had 
achieved in her Grade 
examinations. In her application 
she mentioned that she had 
attended the National Youth Drama 
School where she took the Screen 
Acting class and that she was 
planning to return for the Advanced 
Acting class. She has also taught 
Grade 3 students as a student 
teacher.  
 
Hannah says: "Watching the 
performance skills of my young 
students grow really helped to 
improve my confidence as a 
teacher and has encouraged me to 
advance my teaching abilities. I find 
pleasure in teaching younger 
students Speech and Drama and 
wish to continue doing it in the 
future. Gaining the Advanced 
Associate of Speech New Zealand 
in Teaching will prove very useful to 
help me obtain this goal." She is not 
only interested in teaching but also 
in performing. 
 

Hannah has been taught Speech 
and Drama by Mrs Jennifer Wicks 
of Drama Kids Rotorua.

http://www.villainesse.com/
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Gifted kids and migrants -  
a useful resource for both groups 

Review by Margriet Theron 
 
As a teacher of Professional 
Speaking for Migrants courses and 
of Oral Communication classes for 
gifted children at a MindPlus school, 
I am always on the lookout for 
teaching resources. When I recently 
attended a Speech New Zealand 
Board meeting at our National Office 
in Wellington, two books in the 
reception area caught my attention. 
They were both written by Hazel 
Menehira and I quickly found 
material which I could use with 
highly skilled migrants from non-
English speaking backgrounds and 
with eight to ten year old gifted 
children. 

 
Introducing Hazel Menehira 
Hazel Menehira was born in London 
in 1933. She trained for the stage 
with Kaete Behrens Steinfield, a 
professional Austrian actress. Hazel 
moved to New Zealand in 1956 and 
continued her training with Joy 
Payne in the teaching of Speech 
and Drama. She became an 
adjudicator and an examiner for the 
New Zealand Speech Board, now 
Speech New Zealand. She worked 
for 30 years with Whanganui’s Four 
Seasons Professional Theatre and 
wrote a history of the theatre, Three 
Dramatic Decades, 1970-2000.  
 
After retiring as a journalist she 
became more active as a Speech 
NZ examiner and also worked in 
Speech and Drama with the lesser 
abled and with prison inmates. 
 
In 1990 she was involved in the 
production of Peace Child 
International at the George Bernard 
Shaw Theatre in London. This 
production had a cast of 200 young 
people from around the world. 
 
She established the Speech, Drama 
and Public Speaking programme at 
Wanganui Collegiate School and 
taught there for seven years.  
Hazel now lives in retirement in Far 
North Queensland. 
 

Two new books from Hazel 
Recently, Jabiru Publishing of 

Cairns in Queensland published two 
books written by Hazel Meneheria – 
the sixteeth and seventeeth books 
completed by this prolific contributor 
of resources for Speech, Drama and 
Public Speaking teachers and 
students. 
 
The book that I have been using is 
Spin into Speech and Drama: Early 
Years. It is formatted as a 90-page 
A4 paperback which makes it easy 
to copy the numerous pages which 
can be used directly as classroom 
resources. It provides teaching 
strategies, lots of activities, and 
most useful voice exercises. Hazel 
has written it for children between 
three and ten years of age. 
 
The second book is called Spin into 
Drama (80 pages, A4 paperback). 
Its target audience is teachers, 
aspiring actors and theatre 
practitioners. It includes activity and 
study sessions for those who are 
aspiring to perform on stage and on 
screen. 
 
Both of these books draw on Hazel’s 
lifetime of teaching communication, 
examining Speech and Drama, and 
directing stage productions. 
 

Conversation and courtesy 
Migrants from non-English speaking 
backgrounds who have often 
completed tertiary education course 
in New Zealand still find it difficult to 
make small talk with Kiwis. To find 
jobs in New Zealand they often have 
to network, and networking involves 
being able to make interesting small 
talk. In the Professional Speaking for 
Migrants course which I developed 
and which has now been taught in 
six centres around New Zealand, 
time is spent on developing small 
talk skills. 

 
Hazel calls this skill Reaching Out; 
Conversation and Courtesy. Here 
are some of the exercises from Spin 
Into Speech and Drama: Early Years 

which I am using in my classes of 
eight to ten year old gifted children 
and which, with little adaptation, I 

am using with the adult migrants:  
 

 Talk to the new postman at the 
gate 

 Greet the new neighbours and 
spend time in the garden with 
someone of your own age 

 Get to know someone your age 
while staying at a caravan park 
or at a holiday resort 

 Talk to a new international 
student who have just joined your 
class at school 

 Have a conversation with 
someone while waiting in line at 
the tuck shop or café. 

 

Practising speech sounds 
The books have lots of exercises for 
voice agility, practising sounds, 
improvisation and story telling. This 
one is my favourite for students who 
struggle with the th sound: 
 

My thread is so thick 
My thread is so thin 

This is the thing we’ll do 
We both will ask Mother 

To give us another 
And with it a thimble, too. 

 

How to buy 
Both books can be ordered from 
Jabiru Publishing at 
http://www.jabirupublishing.com.au/n
on-fiction/ at A$39.99 each plus 
A$16 for postage to New Zealand, 
or at A$19.99 (about NZ$21) for the 
pdf version. 

http://www.jabirupublishing.com.au/non-fiction/
http://www.jabirupublishing.com.au/non-fiction/
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In deep discussion about the ethics of public 
speaking at the Speech Communication 
Association’s Professional Development Seminar. 

Professional Development Seminar of the 
Speech Communication Association 

 
The Speech Communication Association held its annual 
Professional Development Seminar in Blenheim at the 
beginning of October 2016. 
 
Board member Pam Logan was instrumental in 
organising the weekend. It was attended by around 30 
teachers and others interested in the teaching of 
Speech and Drama. Those running sessions included 
Jonathan Hendry, the Artistic Director of Fortune 
Theatre in Dunedin, and Anna Coleman who ran a 
session on InterPlay. 
 
Speech New Zealand had a strong presence at the 
seminar. Most of the participants in the seminar visited 
the Speech NZ stand to pick up syllabuses, pens and (of 
course) mints. Three of the most experienced 
presenters and examiners of Speech NZ, Melda 
Townsley, Cecily Archer and Claire Marsh, ran a 
session on the syllabus of the Public Speaking and 
Communication Diploma. 
 
Melda Townsley addressed the topic of public meetings 
and heckling. She covered the importance of audience 
analysis and then looked at different ways of dealing 
with heckling. This was an active session where we 
were split into two groups supporting opposite sides of 
the idea that the wind is more powerful than the sun. 
The sun supporters jumped at the opportunity to heckle 
the speakers who were supporting the wind. This active 
participation resulted in a fun and enlightening exercise. 
 
Cecily Archer covered the ethics of public speaking and 
leadership. We were divided into small discussion 
groups for most of this session and worked our way 
through a series of handouts containing statements, 
questions and quotes, deciding their importance and 

relevance. This was a thought-provoking exercise 
forcing us to look at our own values as well as what we 
teach our students. For example: 
 

 Is it ever appropriate to lie to a group if it is in their 
best interest? 

 What is the difference between paraphrasing and 
directly quoting a source? 

 What are the key qualities that a leader needs? 

Cecily covered a lot of ground in a short time and gave 
us good teaching ideas. 
 
Claire Marsh used her time to inform us about 
opportunities to work in the business sector. She used 
her extensive experience in teaching in the corporate 
sector to give us and overview of teaching professional 
speaking to managers and staff in the business and 
local government sectors. She talked about the content 
of the seminars which she has run for McConnell 
Dowell. Claire certainly has created a stimulating and 
informative programme for her workshops. These could 
well be used as a format for others interested in 
undertaking communication training for business and 
professional groups. 
 
Providing workshops for the business world is a new 
area for Speech New Zealand. If Claire’s success is 
anything to go by this will be a growth area. She fielded 
a lot of questions from the participants in the 
Professional Development seminar about how to go 
about putting a workshop together. Several teachers at 
the seminar were interested in exploring this 
opportunity. 
 
Teachers interested in providing professional speaking 
training in the corporate sector under the umbrella of 
Speech NZ can contact Maureen Gray, the Manager of 
Speech NZ, on info@speechnz.co.nz. 

Pam Logan, Trustee, Speech NZ 

mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz


  

Page 12 
Speech NZ ClipBoard  December 2016 

  

Eamon Walsh wins Shakespeare monologue competion 
 

William Shakespeare died on 23 April 1616. The 
400th anniversary of his death has been 
commemorated across the world this year. Speech 
New Zealand ran a Shakespeare monologue 
competition on its Facebook page. Competitors 
were asked to provide a video recording of up to 
four minutes. The entries can now be found on the 
Speech NZ Facebook page. 
 
The competition was judged by Robin Payne, a 
New Zealander who has worked for fifty years in 
theatre in countries all over the world. Her work has 
ranged from guest artist with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company and director of Te Kura Toi 
Whakaari to, most recently, Senior Lecturer with 
the Intercultural Theatre Institute in Singapore. 
Robin said: “Shakespeare remains a great love and 
source of constant discovery. Deciding the winner 
was a confronting decision as several of the 
applicants did very well indeed and many of them 
showed significant talent.” 
 
The winner of the competition is Eamon Walsh who 
played the role of Bottom, performing Bottom's 
Dream from the play A Midsummer's Night's Dream 
by William Shakespeare. Robin Payne said: 
“Eamon had an engaging relationship with his 
audience, a credible character (uneducated, good 
natured, oafish), clear, exact processing of 
thoughts, eyes that were alive and integrated, 

apparently spontaneous gestures.” 
 
Eamon received his prize of $500 from the 
Chairman of the Board of Speech New Zealand, 
Gabrielle Thurston (photo above). His performance 
can be seen at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_RKv6gMJCc
&feature=youtu.be  
 
The runners-up were Anna Bruce who played 
Autolycus from The Winter’s Tale 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9qYL_RCEy
M&feature=youtu.be) and Aaron McLean who 
played Iago from Othello 
(https://www.facebook.com/speechnz/?fref=ts). 

 

 

 
 

ClipBoard 
 

Editor: Margriet Theron 
 

theronm@yahoo.com 
 

With thanks to the contributors: 
 

 Elaine Silk Pam Logan 

 Helen Balch Claire Marsh 

 Karen Austin Judith Bartlett 

 Maureen Gray Hannah Dixon 

 Jaimee Wiggins Patricia Osborne 

 Tracy van Rooyen Gabrielle Thurston 

 Madeleine Knowles Larissa Hoogendoorn 

 
 

  
 

 
Contact us 

 

Speech New Zealand 
 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 
Thorndon, Wellington 

 
PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 

New Zealand 
 

Phone: 04 498 9660 
 

Facebook: Speech New Zealand 
Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 
Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_RKv6gMJCc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_RKv6gMJCc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9qYL_RCEyM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9qYL_RCEyM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/speechnz/?fref=ts
mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz

