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Congratulations to Speech NZ 

Scholarship winner 
 

 
Jacqueline Caisley, a Year 13 student 
at Westlake Girls High School in 
Auckland, was awarded the Speech 
NZ Grade 8 Public Speaking and 
Communication Scholarship for 2015. 
She entered her first examination 
aged 7 and has sat both Speech and 
Drama and Public Speaking 
examinations. Last year Jacqueline 
entered the ANZRSA Cyril Basset VC 
speech competition and placed 
runner-up in the Auckland region. 
She gave the main address at an 
ANZAC centennial service. She has 
adjudicated a Year 9 debating 
competition and has started teaching 
private students. With her is Corynn, 
a guide dog she has trained. She 
plans to study Animal Behaviour. 
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Shakespearean monologue 
competition 

 

William Shakespeare, often called 
the English national poet, is 
widely considered the greatest 
dramatist of all time

1
. He died on 

23 April 1616. Shakespeare400, a 
consortium of cultural, creative 
and educational organisations 
coordinated by King’s College 
London, is marking the 400

th
 

anniversary of Shakespeare’s 
death in 2016

2
. 

 
The Speech New Zealand 
Facebook page has had glowing 
comments from our teachers and 
examiners about the 
Shakespeare plays performed at the 
Pop-up Globe Theatre in Auckland, 
a full-scale working temporary 
replica of Shakespeare’s second 
Globe Theatre. 
 
At the Auckland Central Library, a 
400-year-old Shakespeare folio is on 
display till the middle of April 2016. 
This is the only copy in New Zealand 
of the first published collection of his 
work and was gifted to the library in 
1894 by the former governor of New 
Zealand, Sir George Grey. 
 
Many of Shakespeare’s plays are 
being performed by schools and 
theatre companies in New Zealand 
in 2016. ClipBoard hopes to publish 
reviews of some of these during the 
year. 
 

Prize of $500 for  
the best monologue 
For now, it is time to enter the 
Speech New Zealand 
Shakespearean Monologue 
competition. The rules are simple: 

                                                      
1 Source and photo credit: 
http://www.biography.com/people/william-
shakespeare-9480323  
2
 Source: http://www.shakespeare400.org/  

 The recording of the monologue 
must be up to four minutes long. 

 Props and costumes are 
optional. 

 The recording must have been 
made during the past two years. 

 The competition is open to New 
Zealand residents of any age. 

 The closing date is 31 October 
2016. 

 The entries will be judged by a 
panel appointed by Speech NZ. 

 To enter, upload your monologue 
onto YouTube and then email the 
YouTube link to Speech NZ at 
info@speechnz.co.nz. 

 Include in your email message 
the name of the Shakespearean 
play, the character, act and 
scene. 

By entering the competition 
participants agree that Speech NZ 
may upload their monologues to its 
Facebook page and website. 
 
The prize for the winner of the 
competition is $500.  
 
Any questions can be directed to the 
Manager of Speech NZ, Maureen 
Gray, at info@speechnz.co.nz. 
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Bill Carpenter with his mother, Jillian Carpenter, at 
Speech New Zealand’s 50

th
 Anniversary Dinner in 

the Wellington Club on 21 January 2015. Bill was the 
Master of Ceremonies on this festive occasion where 
he demonstrated his outstanding event management 

and public speaking skills. 

In memory of  

Bill Carpenter
 

It was with great sorrow that we learned of the sudden death 
from a heart attack of Bill Carpenter, Marketing Manager of 
Speech New Zealand, on 7 February 2016. 
 
Bill was a highly valued member of our team. His inspiration, 
creative ideas, hard work ethic, ability to turn his hand to 
anything and get the job done, and his cheerfulness will be 
sorely missed. 
 
Bill had been involved in Public Speaking and Speech and 
Drama all his life having completed all the Grades in both 
syllabuses. He was in the process of completing his 
Licentiate.  
 
Having primarily worked in the sales, marketing and account 
management fields, a few years ago he diverted into 
teaching speech. His sincere interest and empathy for 
people built immediate rapport. He thoroughly enjoyed 
helping children and adults to achieve their goals. 

 
Bill’s strength lay in his ability to communicate. He built key 
relationships and long lasting friendships. 

 
Our deepest condolences go to his wife Sherene, children 
Ollie and Abby and to his mother, Jillian Carpenter. 

 
Bill will always be remembered and will be sadly missed by 
all who knew and worked with him. 
 

 Maureen Gray, Manager, Speech NZ 
 

Laura Ennor wins Grade 7 Public Speaking and Communication Scholarship 
 
Laura Ennor (16) is in Year 12 at 
Carmel College on Auckland’s North 
Shore. She has studied Speech and 
Drama since she was seven years 
old. She passed all three modules 
of the Grade 7 Public Speaking 
Public and Communication 
examination with Honours Plus and 
particularly enjoyed researching and 
delivering a speech on The Malala 
Fund. She is now working towards 
the Grade 8 examination with her 
teacher, Meredith Caisley. 
 

Laura says: “I love public speaking. 
I believe the skills I am learning will 
be invaluable to me in my career 
and in my life, generally. I am 
interested in pursuing a career in 
human rights. Currently, my speech 
skills are helping me with debating. 
This year, I am participating in the 

Advanced Open section of the 
Russell McVeagh Auckland 
secondary schools debating 
competition.”  

 
Laura has participated in Northland 
and Auckland Speech and Drama 
competitions and is a Caritas 
Challenge leader at her school. She 
is involved with school clubs which 
have a service and human rights 
focus, including Young Vinnies.  

 
Outside of school, she has 
participated in Model UN events 
such as Womensfest.  

 
She was very pleased to have 
received the Speech NZ Grade 7 
Public Speaking and 
Communication Scholarship.  
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How the members of Bill Carpenter’s extensive network remember him 
 
Bill was such a vibrant person and 
always very pleasant and helpful. 
So hard to believe he has been 
taken too soon. I always enjoyed 
his sense of humour and I will miss 
his cheery voice on the phone. 

 

It is deeply shocking that someone 
in the prime of his life, with so much 
living to look forward to, should 
have been snatched away. He was 
always so personable and warm. 

 
Bill will leave a huge gap. 

 

Such sad news about Bill and 
please accept my sympathy - a 
very valued staff member that you 
will all miss.  

 
He always did a fabulous job. I am 
so very glad now that I made a 
point of telling him so at the time 
rather than leaving it until next time 
I saw him. 

 

He will be remembered for his 

enthusiasm, caring attitude and 
professionalism. He will be missed. 

 
We were ever grateful to Bill for his 
assistance and advice. 

 
Such a genuine person. 

 
Bill was sooooo supportive and 
helpful and I enjoyed his sense of 
humour. I was looking forward to 
popping into the office later this 
month and meeting him so I could 
put a face to the name. His passing 
will be a loss to so many. 

 

Such a nice fellow and I am sure he 
will be very much missed by you all 
down there.  

 

This is indeed a huge blow, firstly to 
his nearest family and secondly to 
Speech NZ and all connected to it. 
Through the developments with 
Professional Speaking and the 
work we accumulated in 
Christchurch and Auckland I have 

been fortunate to have some 
excellent conversations with Bill, 
and I will remember them fondly. It 
just doesn't make sense. 

 
I saw Bill as an enthusiastic worker 
and a beacon for Speech New 
Zealand. He will be sorely missed. 
It is with sadness that I start this 
message by mentioning Bill 
Carpenter's very untimely death. He 
played a big role in building the 
relationship between Speech New 
Zealand and the New Zealand 
Federation of Multicultural Councils 
and he will be missed very much. 

 
Bill has left a legacy behind that we 
can fulfil in ensuring that the 
relationship between Multicultural 
NZ and Speech NZ carries on and 
that we continue the work in 
encouraging our ethnic 
communities to better their 
speaking skills in all courses and 
workshops we can offer and tailor 
to their needs. 

 

 

Speech NZ supports the Race Unity Speech Awards 
 
The annual Race Unity Speech Awards began in 
Auckland in 2001 and is now run nation-wide with 
regional heats in thirteen sectors from Northland to 
Dunedin. The finals will be held in Auckland in April 
2016. The Awards were initiated and are organised by 
the New Zealand Bahá’i Community in support of Race 
Relations Day (21 March). 
 

The Rotorua/Taupo heat of the Race Unity Speech 
Awards was held at The Arts Village, Rotorua on 24 
March 2016. Pictured after the contest were, in the front, 
Hikawai Te Nahu from Te Kura o Ruamata (runner-up), 
Courtney Wiggins from Rotorua Girls' High School (third 
place) and Eamon Walsh from John Paul College 
(winner). In the back row are judges Tawiri Rangihau 
from Te Arawa FM and Detective Anaru Pewhairangi 
from the Rotorua Police and chief judge Dr Margriet 
Theron who is a Trustee of Speech NZ and the Vice-
President of the Rotorua Multicultural Council. 
 

The Race Unity Speech Awards are sponsored by the 
New Zealand Police, the New Zealand Human Rights 
Commission, the Office of Ethnic Communities, and the 
Hedi Moani Charitable Trust, and supported by the NZ 
Federation of Multicultural Councils and Speech New 
Zealand.  
 

The event was attended by the President of the NZ 

Federation of Multicultural Councils, Alexis LewGor, and 
by Gabrielle Thurston, the Chairman of the Board of 
Speech NZ and the Speech and Drama teacher of 
Eamon Walsh.  
 

Eamon was unable to go to the finals, and Hikawai 
represented Rotorua in Auckland. 
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Congratulations to all the 2015 Speech NZ scholarship recipients 
 

Scholarship Recipient Teacher 
Speech and Drama Grade 5.  
Jillian Carpenter Scholarship 

Olivia Temm, Rotorua Gabrielle Thurston 

Speech and Drama Grade 6 Ruby Anderson, Christchurch Dinie Bevers 

Speech and Drama Grade 7 Daniel Poskitt, Rotorua Gabrielle Thurston 

Speech and Drama Grade 8 Amy Huang, Christchurch Lynn Williams 

Public Speaking and Communication Grade 6 Emma Perry, Dunedin Mary Flaherty 

Public Speaking and Communication Grade 7 Laura Ennor, North Shore Meredith Caisley 

Public Speaking and Communication Grade 8 Jacqueline Caisley, North Shore Meredith Caisley 

Founders’ Scholarship Jesse Matheson, Dunedin Mary Flaherty 

Excellence in the Use of Language and 
Expression, Speech and Drama,  
sponsored by Melda Townsley 

Leah Kissick, Queenstown Kate Moetaua 

Excellence in the Use of Language and 
Expression, Public Speaking,  
sponsored by Jill Walker 

Rosie Luo, North Shore Meredith Caisley 

Busby Ramshaw Grice Scholarship, 
Professional Speaking 

Christina Mackay, Auckland Claire Marsh 

Geyser Community Foundation Scholarships for 
Rotorua and Taupo residents, Associate of 
Speech NZ, sponsored by Margriet Theron 

Danielle Cooper, Rotorua 
Daniel Poskitt, Rotorua 
Hannah Dixon, Rotorua 
Sofia Morrell, Rotorua 

Gabrielle Thurston 
Gabrielle Thurston 
Jennifer Wicks 
Jennifer Wicks 

Rotorua Civic Arts Trust Scholarship, Junior Nathan Gapes Gabrielle Thurston 

Rotorua Civic Arts Trust Scholarship, Senior Zoe Spence Gabrielle Thurston 

Nikau Foundation Scholarship  
for Wellington residents 

Meghan Grant Jill Hagen 

Helen O’Neill Trophy,  
Speech Communication Association 
for Canterbury residents 

Sarah Mead Gina Fowler 

 
 

Grade 6 Speech and Drama 

Scholarship Winner: Ruby Anderson 
Ruby Anderson is a 
Year 11 Student at St 
Margaret’s College in 
Christchurch. She has 
been taking Speech and 
Drama with Speech NZ 
since Year 8, when she 
started at Grade 4. She 
is a keen drama student 
at school and an 
enthusiastic member of 
the school’s debating 
team. The Grade 6 
Scholarship is a 
fantastic accolade for 

her commitment and enthusiasm for all things Speech 
and Drama. She is already working on Grade 7. 

 
Ruby’s teacher, Dinie Bevers, says: “She brings energy 
and imagination to all her drama classes, supporting her 
team members at all times.” 

 
Her Scholarship certificate was presented to her at a 
Special Arts Assembly where she also receive a Red 
Rose, a recognition for students who achieve at a very 
high standard in any field of the Arts. 

ESOL examinations at Roncalli College 
 

 
Roncalli College in Timaru values the cultural diversity 
which the international students bring to the school and 
provides ESOL tuition for them all. The group above did 
the Speech NZ English for Speakers of Other 
Languages examination with examiner Robyn Keno (left 
on the photo above). 
 

Robyn teaches Speech and Drama as well as Public 
Speaking at her studio in Oamaru. 
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Wanaka speech teacher Sylvia Duff with her pupils Sam Porter (11), Max Porter (8),  
and Meg Weedon (13). The boys received Honours for Grade 1 and Initial examinations respectively, 

while Meg got Honours Plus for Grade 2 Public Speaking and Communication. 

 

Honours for Wanaka students 
 

 
 
 
 

Wanaka speech teacher Sylvia Duff is delighted that 
three of her charges won Honours in recent Speech 
New Zealand examinations. 
 

Wanaka Primary School pupil Sam Porter (11) got 
Honours for Grade 1 Public Speaking and 
Communications, while his brother Max Porter (8) 
earned Honours in Initial Speech and Drama. 
 

Mount Aspiring College student Meg Weedon (13) 
earned Honours Plus for Grade 2 Public Speaking and 
Communications. 
 

Sylvia Duff says Honours is difficult to achieve and the 
results were even more special as none of these pupils 
had been studying Speech and Drama for long. 
 

"The boys started with me during last year so this was 
their first examination experience, which is what makes 
it so wonderful that that they came out so splendidly," 
she said. 
 

"Speech NZ examiners do not just hand out Honours. It 

is fantastic. You don't know entirely what your student is 
going to do when they go into the examination room.” 
 
Meg Weedon received a Merit result for her Grade 1 
examination last year. She was astounded to get an 
Honours Plus this time. 
 
"I was at school and Mum texted me that I got Honours 
Plus. I didn't know that there even was a Plus! It was 
quite exciting," she said. 
 
Sam Porter did not expect his result either, after a 
nervous examination, but Max Porter said he was not 
nervous at all during his date with the examiner, Claire 
Marsh. 

 
The Porter brothers are keen to keep studying Speech 
this year but Meg Weedon said she was going to take a 
break and explore some new sports. 

Reprinted from a Marjorie Cook article 
 in the Southland Times  

of 13 November 2015 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 

 Examination syllabuses and fees 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Previous editions of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy 

 Examination schedule 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chair of Examinations, Speech NZ 

Q Can a movie script be used instead of a play 

script for Grade 6 Module 2? 

A An intriguing enquiry. Speech New Zealand has previously 

considered this and our response is “No” as a movie script is 
quite a different medium. 
 
Once students reach Grade 6, Speech NZ is looking to 
develop their ability to develop a fully rounded character, such 
as is found in a play or a novel. It may be that the play is a 
shorter One Act play and Speech NZ has also accepted 
characterisations drawn from longer short stories as there is 
more material in these to work on. From Grade 6 onward we 
are also beginning to look at plays as literature. 
 
Speech NZ states for Grade 4: “a characterisation from a book 
or a play”. At this level Speech NZ would accept a film script 

as a “play”. In later grades it is more problematic as “the play” 
needs to be discussed along with other works of the 
playwright. Film script writing is a totally different genre with a 
great many other aspects to be taken into consideration and 
discussion of these scripts would call for knowledge of that 
whole genre - which at this stage is not part of our syllabus. 
 
A full movie script may well include many of the clues an actor 
looks for in developing a character. However, it has a different 
function in that it also has a focus on visual rather than on 
words. 
 

Plays are driven by language and dialogue. Characters will 
often speak in monologue for minutes at a time to express their 
inner lives, and these are often the high point of a play. Great 
playwrights are eloquent wordsmiths. 
 

Movies are driven by images. A scene with a long monologue 
is often considered expository and in need of paring down or 
cutting. "Find a way to show us this instead," is usually the 

note the screenwriter gets in these instances. Movies will often 
have long sequences of no dialogue where the story is told 
through action and editing. Great screenwriters are visionary 
story architects. 
 
In a play the audience can see ONLY the stage from a specific 
point of view. Sometimes they can't see the right emotions, 
hence it has to be WORDS which can deliver anything. 
 
In a movie there is a great deal to play around with such as 
sounds, lights, and camera. Movies can rapidly shift focus, 
change scenes, have whole cities explode, and zoom in on 
detail. 
 

Q For Grades 6 onwards in Speech and Drama can 

candidates present pairs or group work as in 
previous grades? I am thinking of a duologue or 
group for the characterisation in Grade 6 Module 2 
and in the devised performance in Module 3 
(Literature). 

A Absolutely, yes. Students may present work in groups in 

senior Grades and in Diplomas. 

 
This also includes the performance sections of the literature 
modules. Sometimes students working together on this have 
each spoken separately about a different aspect of the author, 
poet, playwright or genre under study in Section 1 and then 
their joint work for Section 2, importantly, shows something of 
each of the aspects. This can be a really exciting and satisfying 
way to approach the module as they all share in the learning. 
Students can even refer to each other’s talks: “As Mary will tell 
you in her talk” or “Xyz covers a wide range of themes as John 
showed us”. That is assuming they are using the same specific 
audience! Joint work may also apply to the thematic study in 
Grade 7 Module 3 (Communication) if wished. 

 

First Diploma student for Drama Kids Rotorua 
Rebecca Jenkin (on the right in the 
photo) has been studying Speech 
and Drama since she was eight. 
While at Rotorua Lakes High School 
she was a student of Jennifer Wicks 
of Drama Kids Rotorua. She has 
participated in Speech and Drama 
competitions and in school 
productions, and attended the 
National Youth Drama School in 
2014 and 2015. She is now at 
Victoria University where she will 
major in Criminology and Media 
Studies, while hoping that there will 
be more acting and drama 
opportunities. She thanked the 
Geyser Community Foundation for a 
scholarship which paid for her 
Associate Diploma examination 
fees. 
 
Jennifer Wicks (left) runs Drama 
Kids for four days a week from her 
home studio while also teaching 

private classes at a school and 
at a theatre.  
 
Jennifer says: “One of the most 
rewarding parts of my job is 
watching the students grow as 
individuals and in their art as 
they return each year for 
lessons. Rebecca was one of 
the first students I taught at 
Drama Kids. The immense 
pride that I felt as I watched 
Rebecca receive her Associate 
Diploma in Speech and Drama 
cannot be described in words.  
 
“I believe the hardest part of 
handing the students their 
Diploma certificates is going to be 
knowing that for many of them our 
teaching and learning journey 
together has now come to an end. 
However, I feel honoured to have 
been such a big part of their lives for 

so many years and I feel comforted 
in the fact that the skills I have 
taught them are going to help them 
in so many aspects of their lives, 
regardless of where the future takes 
them.” 
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Dunedin students awarded Speech NZ Scholarships 
 

Jesse Matheson 
Dunedin speech student Jesse 
Matheson (19) (right) has been 
awarded the 2016 Founders 
Scholarship by Speech New 
Zealand. 
 
Jesse Matheson is seldom short of 
something to say, but when he 
found out he had won the 
prestigious 2016 Speech New 
Zealand Founders Scholarship, he 
was left speechless - almost. 
 
"I'm overwhelmed, happy, ecstatic 
about the award.'' 
 
Jesse Matheson received the award 
for achieving the highest 
achievement in New Zealand for his 
Associate Diploma in Public 
Speaking and Communication. 
 
The University of Otago second-
year law student gained three 
Honours Pluses, which are the top 
marks you can get. It was believed 
this was the first time the Founders 
Scholarship had been awarded to a 
Dunedin student. 
 
Jesse said the scholarship was 

worth about $1,300, which he would 
put towards the cost of sitting 
practical and theory examinations 
for the Licentiate Diploma in 
Teaching Public Speaking and 
Communication. 
 
"It means a lot to me. It's a lot of 
financial stress off, not only my but 
my parents' shoulders, as well. 
These examinations are quite 
expensive.'' 
 
He has already started working on 
his Licentiate Diploma, which 
involves three practical 
examinations and eight written 
papers. 
 

Speech communication teacher 
Mary Flaherty was delighted with 
Jesse’s success. She said the 
award was a prestigious 
acknowledgement of his excellence 
in a whole range of public speaking 
skills, including PowerPoint 
presentations, impromptu work, 
public courtesy speeches, debating 
skills, points of view, 
recommendations and mediation. 
 
"All of those things are involved in 
the requirement to even sit the 
examination at that particular level.'' 
 

Emma Perry 
One of Mrs Flaherty's other speech 
students, Emma Perry, also 
received an award, the Speech New 
Zealand Scholarship for being the 
top Grade 6 Public Speaking and 
Communication student in the 
country. The first year University of 
Otago arts and law student received 
a certificate and $200 which Speech 
NZ hoped would be put towards 
furthering her studies. 

Based on a John Lewis article in the 
Otago Daily Times  
of 12 March 2016 

 
 

What did the students at Hawea Flat School say about  
their Oral Communication assessments? 

It was awesome!! I am so pleased I 
did it because Mrs Dalziel was very 
kind and supportive to us. It was 
great being asked questions that 
made us think. If I get another 
chance to do another one like this I 
will definitely do it.  
 
I feel that my how-to talk went better 
than I thought and the same with 
my prepared reading and poem. I 
felt that I trusted Mrs Dalziel enough 
to be myself. 

Comment from Pipi 

 

When I came out of the assessment 
I was happy that I could do this and 
have this opportunity. I was so very 
nervous before I went in. Mrs 
Dalziel was very nice, and she 
asked us questions about our book 
like, why we chose it and about the 
author. I loved the positive feedback 
and slight constructive criticism. 

Now I'm done I don't see what made 
me nervous!  
 
Thank you, Mrs Dalziel. 

Comment from Amon 

 

It was an awesome time! It was 
amazing doing Speech NZ. I had so 
much fun with my friends, Kiara, 
Timo and Amon. I think I did a good 
job because I am now so much 
more confident at presenting in front 
of people. The questions from my 
prepared reading which Mrs Dalziel 
asked made me think. It helped me 
stay calm.  
 

It was a great opportunity. Doing 
Speech NZ is a good idea for other 
Year 5 and Year 6 students next 
year! 
 
Thank you Mrs Dalziel! 

Comment from Luka van Maren 

When I came out of the Speech 
Assessment I was like "whoa!". 
 
I couldn't believe what I had just 
done. It was soooo awesomely fun! 
 
I think the group drama, reading 
and speech were just delightful and 
everybody in my group was really 
supportive which was cool.  
 

I think that if anyone had the same 
opportunity they should totally do it. 
It is a really, really good chance to 
improve abilities for voice and 
drama for High School. 

 
We were asked question like where 
we got our information, about the 
book and the author.  

 
Thank you Mrs Duff for guiding me 
through Speech NZ. 

Comment from Timo 
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Speech Communication Association’s 
2016 Professional Development Seminar: 

1 and 2 October 2016, Blenheim 
 
The Speech Communication Association will hold its 
annual Professional Development Seminar in Blenheim 
in the middle weekend of the October school holidays, 
from Saturday, 1 October to Sunday, 2 October 2016. 
On the Saturday the programme will focus on 
communication skills while on the Sunday there will be a 
focus on drama skills with workshops on teaching the 
Licentiate Diplomas of Speech New Zealand and Trinity. 
 
These Professional Development Seminars are open to 
members and non-members of the Speech 
Communication Association. 
 
As always, the Seminar promises plenty of stimulating 
speakers and workshops for all those interested in the 
development and teaching of Speech, Drama and 
Communication skills. 
 
The sessions and speakers are being finalised but will 
include a not-to-be-missed session from Speech New 
Zealand. The 2½ hour session will update teacher skills 
at Licentiate level Public Speaking and Communication.  
 
Chair of Examinations of the Speech NZ Board, Pam 
Logan, said: “We are excited at the opportunity to work 

at this level.” 

 
This will be a dynamic weekend of learning and 
networking, so write the dates in your diary now, and 
plan to be there. Watch the Speech Communication 
Association’s website www.speechcomm.org.nz for 
details on how to register. The SCA Facebook page will 
also have more details as they come to hand. 

 
In the meantime, teachers might like to check the weekly 
Teacher Tips Tuesday on the SCA’s Facebook page. 
Recent offerings include Daffodils by William 
Wordsworth, read by Tom O’Bedlam and tips about 
creating a stress free classroom by Harry and Rosemary 
Wong, shared from the the scholastic.com website. 
 

 

 

Amy Huang of Rangi Ruru Girls’ School wins Speech NZ  

Scholarship in Speech and Drama, Grade 8 
 
Amy Huang, a student of Rangi Ruru Girls’ School in 
Christchurch, has been awarded the Speech New 
Zealand National Scholarship in Speech and Drama, 
Grade 8 for 2015. This award comes on the back of 
Amy’s nomination as one of the two Christchurch 
representatives in the Young Performer of the Year 
Competition in 2015. That came after Amy was named 
as winner of the English Speaking Union Canterbury 
Scholarship in the Christchurch Speech and Drama 
Competitions.  
 
Amy, now in Year 13, says that Speech and Drama has 
opened her up to a number of opportunities that she 
would never have considered possible. “I first began 
Speech and Drama as a shy Year 7 at Rangi Ruru. At 
first, I was just there for the acting, but I soon fell in love 
with the wide range of things I got to learn, from acting to 
poetry speaking, storytelling to interviews. I even began 
to enjoy public speaking – something the 11 year old me 
would have been terrified about,” said Amy.  
 
Teacher, Lynn Williams (with Amy on the photo), says 
that it was obvious from the start that Amy had a love for 
the subject. “Amy presents and performs with 
intelligence, spark and joy,” she said.  
 

The Grade 8 Scholarship in Speech and Drama is 
awarded to a student whose performances and 
presentations in all three modules of his or her 
examination are outstanding. 

http://www.speechcomm.org.nz/
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Congratulations to Sandra Bartlam: 

102 successful Speech NZ Diploma candidates 
 
The Board and National Office of Speech NZ 
congratulates Sandra Bartlam on 102 successful 
Diploma candidates. 
 
In 1994 Sandra Bartlam had Hermione 
Esperanza as her first student to complete a 
Diploma in Teaching of Speech and Drama. 
Sandra realised that this level was a firm 
foundation for students to take as part of the 
education package as they left school and went 
on to university. She made a decision that year: 
her aim would be to have as many students 
complete a Diploma as she could by Year 13. In 
2015 she passed a milestone with 102 students 
completing Diplomas in 20 years.  
 
Sandra says: “It is rewarding to still get phone 
calls, chance encounters and emails from 
students and to see so many using these skills in 
their careers and life worldwide.” The photograph 
shows (from left) Hermione Esperanza, Sandra’s 
first student; Harriet Dunphy, Sandra’s 100

th
 

Diploma student; and the Principal of Samuel 
Marsden School Karori, Jenny Williams, at the 
2015 Diploma Presentation Evening.
 

 

 
Revision of the  

Speech and Drama 
syllabus 

 

The Trustees of Speech New Zealand are beginning to work 
on the revision of the Speech and Drama syllabus. 
 
The current syllabus was published in 2012, with revised 
syllabuses for Associate and Advanced Associate issued in 
2014. With four years of experience of working with most 
parts of these syllabuses, examiners and teachers may well 
have ideas on how they would like to see them modified and 
updated. 
 
Now is the time to have your say if there is anything you 
would like to see changed, included or deleted. This could 
include your suggestions on any section of the examinations, 
from Initial to Grade 8, as well as the Certificates and 
Diplomas.  

 

Please email any suggestions to Maureen Gray at 
Speech NZ at info@speechnz.co.nz so that they 
can be considered as the revision is undertaken. 
Your ideas need to be with Maureen by 31 May 
2016. 

mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
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Christina Mackay wins the Busby Ramshaw Grice Scholarship 

for Professional Speaking 
 

Every year Busby Ramshaw Grice, a Wellington-based public relations firm, provides a scholarship to the student 
 who has the highest achievement across all the Speech NZ Professional Speaking examinations,  

at Certificate, Advanced Certificate or Diploma level. The 2015 BRG Scholarship was won by  
Christina Mackay of Auckland who had achieved a Distinction in the Diploma in Professional Speaking examination. 

 
 

Speech training 30 years 
ago 
Christina Mackay began her speech 
training thirty years ago, gaining an 
Licentiate of the New Zealand 
Speech Board. This qualification 
provided her with a fantastic 
opportunity while her family was 
growing up to get involved in the 
Marlborough community as a 
teacher and a theatre practitioner. 
 
She now has a sense of having 
come full circle. She revisited the 
Speech NZ syllabuses and its 
offerings and enrolled in and 
completed the Diploma in 
Professional Speaking. 
 
Christina is now excited about her 
goals to establish herself as both a 
Wedding Celebrant and a 
Professional Speaking Coach, with 
an emphasis on vocal health and 
fitness, to empower the speaker. 
 
After selling her business, CPR 
Coffee Roasters of Blenheim in 
2012, she and her husband moved 
to Auckland in 2014 to be nearer 
their adult children. They have 
retained commercial business 
interests in Marlborough and will no 
doubt retire back to the region. But 
for now they are enjoying the 
cultural diversity that Auckland has 
to offer. For the last year Christina 
has worked as the second-in-
charge to the retail manager of 
Deadly Ponies, the New Zealand 
luxury handbag company, 
managing the company’s new store 
in Newmarket with a focus on 
establishing strong customer 
relations. 
 

Marlborough Business 
Woman of the Year 
In 2003 Christina and her husband 
established Marlborough’s first 
coffee roasting company, CPR 
Distributors. Alongside the roastery 

they also owned and operated three 
CPR branded cafés in the 
Marlborough region. She was the 
proud winner of the Marlborough 
HER Business Awards for Best 
Small Business and Most 
Sustainable Business. She was also 
named the overall Supreme Winner. 
 
Between 2001 and 2003 Christina 
was instrumental in establishing and 
developing the Marlborough 
Farmers Market, supporting local 
growers and producers. Before that, 
she was managing events for Te 
Whaea National School of Dance 
and Drama. She says: “A highlight 
of this role was as Tour Manager for 
the NZSD Telecom National Tour in 
2000. Working closely with our 
major sponsor, Telecom, this role 
required retaining strong strategic 
alliances with sponsors and other 
regional partners, while managing 
day to day events, publicity, 
budgets, front-of-house, and 
transportation.” 
 
She used her drama and 
management background in the 
1990s to manage annual events on 
behalf of Creative Marlborough, 
working with a multitude of talent, 
from inspiring speakers, summer 
school events, and top of the south 
craft exhibitors and artists. 
 
When she had a young family, 
Christina studied Speech and 
Drama, gained Speech NZ 
qualifications, and ran a private 
teaching studio for six years where 
she taught Drama and Public 
Speaking to primary and secondary 
school students. 
 

Teacher Claire Marsh 
Claire Marsh of Morrinsville was 
Christina’s Professional Speaking 
teacher to prepare her for the 
Diploma examination. Claire said 
that Christina’s business and drama 
experience provided excellent 

material for each of the sections in 
the Diploma syllabus which include: 
 

 Making a pitch for a service or 
new development related to your 
business or profession 

 Giving a team talk or facilitating 
a workshop to introduce an area 
of change within your 
organisation 

 Managing a situation involving 
conflict in your workplace 

 Giving a speech to honour a 
distinguished person or to 
promote your organisation 

 Giving an impromptu talk 

 Being prepared to discuss risk 
management. 

 
Claire added that Christina’s 
dedication to her Professional 
Speaking studies was demonstrated 
by her willingness to drive to 
Morrinsville for classes. These face-
to-face classes were supplemented 
with some Skype sessions between 
the two of them. Claire added: “The 
skills which Christina gained during 
her studies and examination will 
stand her in very good stead as she 
develops her new career in 
Auckland.” 
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A Professional Speaking student explaining the 
Japanese tea ceremony for her seven-minute talk. 

The examiner, Meredith Caisley, commented: “This is 
the real joy of being a Speech New Zealand 

examiner. I was so honoured to be offered green tea, 
and to learn about yet another of the infinite number 

of customs about which I know nothing at all.” 

As has become the custom after the examination at 
the end of a Professional Speaking for Migrants 

course, the Taranaki candidates shared a 
multicultural meal with their teacher, the course 

organisers and the Speech NZ examiner. 

English Language Partners offering  
Professional Speaking for Migrants courses 

 

English Language Partners Taranaki 
In November 2015, Speech NZ Trustee and examiner, 
Meredith Caisley from Auckland, went to New Plymouth 
to examine the first group of highly skilled migrants who 
had just completed English Language Partners 
Taranaki’s first Professional Speaking for Migrants 
course. 

Meredith was full of praise for the way in which the 
English Language Partners’ Centre Manager, Yuka 
Kobayashi, had managed the examination logistics. The 
day ran smoothly because each candidate knew exactly 
what was required of them and was ready to commence 
their next item the instant a speaker had concluded. 
 
The course had been taught by Sarah Davey who 
ensured that the class developed a close rapport while 
being given communication skills which they would use 
for the rest of their lives. 
 

English Language Partners Lower Hutt 
In May 2016 Heather Salmon will start teaching a 
Professional Speaking for Migrants and Refugees 
course at English Language Partners Lower Hutt. 
Heather will bring a wealth of communication skills and 
business knowledge to her students. She is a previous 
Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ and currently the 
Managing Director of Apex Performance Solutions.  
 

As she states on the website of her business, 
www.apexps.co.nz, her personal mission is: “To help 
others discover and maximise their potential by 
developing their knowledge and skills, and providing on-
going support and encouragement.” The name of the 
course to be offered by English Language Partners 

makes it clear that it is targeted at both migrants and 
refugees. Amongst the refugees in the Hutt Valley are 
23 Syrians who have recently settled there. More 
information can be obtained from Christine Cook, the 
Manager of English Language Partners Hutt, on 
hutt@englishlanguage.org.nz.  

 
English Language Partners Southland 
A Professional Speaking for Migrants course was run in 
Invercargill in 2013 as a collaboration between English 
Language Partners Southland and the Southland 
Multicultural Council. Having been successful in a 
funding application to run the course again, English 
Language Partners will kick off the 2016 course by 
offering a free workshop on Tuesday, 12 April 2016 for 
interested students and their employers. The workshop 
will be presented by Dr Margriet Theron who had 
developed the course for Rotorua migrants. The course 
in Invercargill will run between May and July 2016. 

 
Workshops on Professional Speaking for 
Migrants 
Margriet Theron is available to run further one-day 
workshops for organisations interested in offering the 
Professional Speaking for Migrants and Refugees 
courses. Contact her on theronm@yahoo.com. She only 
asks that the organisers of the courses are committed to 
a programme that includes both the teaching of 
professional speaking and the Speech NZ examination. 

 
Margriet has written a student handbook for the 
Professional Speaking for Migrants and Refugee 
courses as well as a handbook for organisations 
interested if offering these courses. She has run 
workshops for teachers and organisers in Auckland, 
Wellington, New Plymouth and Nelson. 

http://www.apexps.co.nz/
mailto:hutt@englishlanguage.org.nz
mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
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Oral Communication is perfect for Years 1, 2 and 3 
 
Students from Years 1, 2 and 3 St 
Andrew's College in Christchurch 
were very excited after their 
assessments for the Preliminary and 
Introductory levels of Oral 
Communication. Here they are 
(right) with their assessor, Sherilyn 
Hellier. 
 
Their teacher, Helen Balch, teaches 
Speech and Drama as well as Public 
Speaking and Communication at St 
Andrew’s. Last year she tried the 
Speech NZ Oral Communication 
syllabus with the younger students.  
 
They spent only about eight weeks 
working on their talks and their 
devised and scripted plays as she 
did not want them to get bored with 
endless rehearsing. They had lots of 
fun coming up with objects to talk 
about with some bringing a different 

object each week so the talks 
were certainly extempore! They 
used props and costumes for the 
plays which caused great 
excitement.  
 
On the Sunday before the 
assessment they had a run-
through at school so the parents 
could watch what the children had 
been working on. On the day 
everyone was very excited and 
the assessor, Sherilyn Hellier, 
coped very well with their endless 
questions and enthusiastic 
applause for everyone’s 
performances.  
 
The students all did very well and 
were thrilled to have badges to put 
on their blazers. Their certificates 
were presented in a whole-school 
assembly. 

 
Overall it was a very positive 
experience for all involved and 
Helen’s student numbers in Year 1, 
2 and 3 have almost doubled this 
year as parents and students are 
keen to do the assessment (and get 
the badge!). 
 

 

Introduction to Leadership Communication 
 
In addition to teaching Oral Communication to Year 1, 2 
and 3 students at St Andrew’s College (see article 
above), Helen Balch also offered an opportunity for Year 
7 and 8 students who already do Speech and Drama to 
enrol on the Introduction to Leadership Communication 
examination. She offers a 10 week course in addition to 
their regular lessons, focussing solely on examination 
preparation. There are three students in the first course 
but a lot more are keen to do it later in the year. 
 
Helen’s advice is: “If, like me, you have not taught this 
syllabus, Speech NZ has a great teaching resource 

available for just $25. This includes ideas for talk topics, 
readings, learning activities and even a 10 week lesson 
plan! This examination would be ideal if you have 
students in the situation of being too young to sit the next 
Grade examination. Students who are used to sitting an 
examination each year may lose focus and enthusiasm 
in lessons without a goal to work towards. If you are 
looking to grow your business or simply offer your 
students something new, why not try Oral 
Communication or Leadership Communication? It makes 
a refreshing change, not just for students but also for the 
teacher.”

 

 

ClipBoard 
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Contact us 
 

Speech New Zealand 
 
 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 
Thorndon, Wellington 

 
 

PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 
New Zealand 

 
Phone: 04 498 9660 

 
Facebook: Speech New Zealand 
Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 
Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

Twitter: @speech 
 

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
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