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Speech New Zealand student 
wins National Young 

Performer of the Year Award 
 

Alex Lye (above), an 18 year old 

student from Christchurch, won the 

Performing Arts Competitions 

Association of New Zealand 

(PACANZ) Young Performer of the 

Year Award for Speech and Drama at 

the competition in Palmerston North 

in October 2015. 
 

Programme similar to ASB 
syllabus 
There were 21 competitors in the 

competition which is for students 

aged 15 to 21 who are nominated 

from their regional competitions 

festival. The competitors must 

perform a 15 minute programme 

including a poem, prose extract and 

characterisation based on a theme 

with a linking commentary between 

the pieces. If this sounds familiar, it is 

because it is exactly what is required 

for Module One of the Associate of 

the Speech Board Speech and Drama 

Diploma. All competitors also 

perform a two-minute improvisation. 

The topic this year was The text that 

changed your world. Competitors are 

given just 30 seconds to prepare. 

Again, Speech NZ students who 

have come up through the Grades are 

well used to improvising. 

 

The prize package includes a $5,000 

scholarship which Alex intends to use 

to study Drama at tertiary level next 

year, either at Unitec where he has a 

recall audition or at Victoria 

University of Wellington. 

 
Humour in funerals 
Alex has been taking lessons with 

Helen Balch (who also happens to be 

his mother!) since he was about seven 

and has completed all Speech NZ 

examinations from Initial to Grade 8, 

mostly with Honours passes. This 

year he studied for his ASB 

Performer Diploma. He has 

completed Modules 1 and 3, passing 

with Distinction. He will sit his final 

Module in November. Alex believes 

that sitting his ASB this year was a 

great help in preparing for the 

competition. He gained valuable 

feedback from the examiner and it 

meant that his programme was well 

prepared and rehearsed.  

 

His theme was funerals, which may 

sound rather somber but his study of 

programme building for his 

examination meant that he knew to 

include some humour. He used an 

extract from Angela’s Ashes and the 

programme links to lighten the mood 

and to give his programme the 

required contrasts. 

 

He linked the theme by using 

anecdotes. This gave him a good 

connection with the audience. Alex 

has always enjoyed the storytelling 

component of his Speech NZ 

examinations and he understands the 

value of using anecdotes: “They 

might not remember your speech but 

they will remember your story.” 
 

Alex a first winner for his 
teacher 
Helen says that it is sometimes 

challenging teaching your own child 

and there have been some clashes 

when he had choosen to ignore her 

expert advice! However, she is very 

proud of his achievements. While 

being the mother as well as the 

teacher doubles the nerves at the 

competition, it also doubles the 

pleasure at the success.  

 

Helen has had about eight students in 

the Young Performer of the Year 

Awards and was a nominee herself in 

1984. However, Alex is her first 

winner. 
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What did the PACANZ adjudicator want? 
 

Every second year the Speech and 

Drama sections in the local 

Competitions Societies feature the 

National Performing Arts 

Competition Association of New 

Zealand’s prestigious National 

Awards. 

Speech New Zealand’s performance 

programme in our Associate and 

Licentiate Diploma syllabi is an 

ideal match with PACANZ 

requirements. This year’s overall 

winner, Alex Lye, had already 

performed his programme for his 

ASB Module 1 and he took in his 

stride the transition from 

examination room to the stage at the 

Globe Theatre and then, finally to 

the vastness of the Regent Theatre 

in Palmerston North. He 

demonstrated flexibility in making 

the adjustments necessary to fully 

connect with the audience through 

his ability with extempore speaking; 

the use of storytelling skills and 

anecdotes in the performance of his 

chosen pieces; and in singing an 

Irish Blessing to end. 

 

Adjudicator Jacqueline 
Heffernan 
The founder and artistic director of 

The Big Little Theatre Company in 

Ashburton, Jacqueline Heffernan 

(left), was the 2015 PACANZ 

Speech and Drama adjudicator for 

the National Young Performer 

Award. In announcing the finalists, 

she spoke of how the use of a wide 

range of texts opened up new 

worlds for students. She tied this in 

with her love of theatre and 

gratitude to teachers with the quote 

from Jane Yolen: Theatre is a 

textually transmitted disease, 

normally contracted in childhood  . 
 

Some points which Jacqueline made 

that may be useful in freshening 

Speech and Drama teaching before 

next year’s classes start were: 
 

 Students’ investment; their 

passion and truth; and their 

ability to keep work fresh. 

 What students bring to the work; 

a sense of originality; individual 

response to pieces. 

 How students bring themselves 

to the stage; how they connect 

with the text; and what they find 

the most important. 

 Is the character within the 

emotional grasp and range of the 

actor? 

 Engagement with audience; does 

it feel real? 

 Have they conveyed a new 

perspective; their own 

perspective? 
 

Improvisation 
In improvisation Jacqueline 

Heffernan was looking first and 

foremost for structure to hold ideas 

together: exposition, complication, 

climax and conclusion. This 

structure must then be combined 

with energy, enjoyment and 

engagement. 
 

She was excited by much of the 

improvisation work in that the 

personality of students really came 

through. There was a need to ensure 

that this same self came through in 

the prepared work where a sense of 

spontaneity was sometimes missing. 

She talked about the electricity of 

creating relationships with people – 

which, of course, is more difficult in 

a solo performance. 
 

Audition by Shurtleff 
An acting reference book which 

Jacqueline recommends is Audition 

by Michael Shurtleff. Pam Logan, 

Trustee of Speech NZ, has a well-

worn copy published by Bantam 

(1980). Michael Shurtleff, casting 

director for Chicago, Pippin, The 

Sound of Music, The Graduate and 

Jesus Christ Superstar shares 

fascinating tips on such things as 

competition in acting: “There are 

two points of view with which an 

actor should imbue every scene:  
 

 I am right and you are wrong. 

 You should change from being 

the way you are to what I think 

you should be.” 
 

Pam finds Audition an enlightening 

book to read and an extremely 

practical resource to dip into for 

ideas when you are teaching or 

directing – especially at those times 

when you can’t quite put your 

finger on what is needed in a scene! 
 

Copies of Audition are available 

from Amazon: just click on the 

Amazon link on the home page of 

www.speechnz.co.nz and search for 

Michael Shurtleff. To quote the 

Amazon reviewer: “Audition is the 

necessary guide to dealing with all 

the auditions we face in life. 

Absolutely everything an actor 

needs to know to get the part is 

here: what to do that moment 

before, how to use humour, create 

mystery, and how to evaluate the 

place, the relationships and the 

competition.”  
 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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Ian Campbell, winner of the 2014 BRG Award for the highest performing 

Professional Speaking candidate across New Zealand, with his speech teacher, 

Gay Longbottom (left) and Speech NZ Trustee Helen Balch (right). 

Ian Campbell wins BRG Award 

for Professional Speaking 
 

Being a manager in Christchurch 

City Council’s Stronger 

Christchurch Infrastructure Rebuild 

Team (SCRIT) means that Ian 

Campbell has to do more 

professional speaking than most. It 

was with great delight that he 

received Speech New Zealand’s 

BRG Award for the best 

Professional Speaking candidate for 

2014. Ian had studied for the 

examination with his speech teacher, 

Gay Longbottom. 

 

His award was presented to him by 

Speech New Zealand Trustee, Helen 

Balch. On the occasion she read a 

letter of congratulations from Brian 

Small, one of the three owner-

directors of Busby Ramshaw Grice 

Limited, the sponsors of the award. 

He was unfortunately not able to be 

there to present the award in person. 

 

Brian’s message read: 

 

Kia ora tatou.  

 

Ian, congratulations on your 

Diploma in Professional Speaking, 

and also for winning Speech New 

Zealand’s top award for it.  

 

Most of the people listening to this 

won’t know who we are and why we 

sponsor this award. BRG is an eight 

person, Wellington-based, public 

relations firm. We therefore have a 

professional interest in all forms of 

communication, including speeches 

and presentations, which we advise 

our clients on and support them 

with.  

 

Our strong view is that the best 

communication equipment a person 

can have is standing in the shoes 

they’re wearing. What Speech NZ 

provides are the tools to make that 

equipment realise its full potential.  

That fits nicely with what we tell our 

clients, hence this sponsorship. 

 

This award also touches other 

connections. We have worked with 

the electricity distribution company 

Orion over a number of years and 

continue to do so. Members of our 

team came to Christchurch to assist 

Orion in its communication in the 

aftermath of the earthquakes in 2010 

and 2011. We also worked with 

them on their rebuild plans in 2012 

and 2013. 

 

So we can appreciate the vital role 

communication plays for SCRIT in 

the rebuild of Christchurch’s 

infrastructure, internally, with your 

funders and stakeholders and with 

the wider community. 

 

Ian, your decision to undertake this 

Diploma reflects that role and 

clearly your determination to lead by 

example.  

 

I understand that it was your 

colleague, Annemarie Mora, 

Communication and Stakeholder 

Relations Manager at SCIRT, who 

suggested checking out what Speech 

NZ had to offer. 

 

Their public and professional 

speaking courses are very much 

state of the art, and their teachers 

excellent, so congratulations also to 

your teacher, Gay Longbottom. 

 

Ian, there’s a small cheque to be 

handed over in a moment. We 

understand that you’re partial to a 

single malt now and then, so hope 
you might find something suitable to 

celebrate with at Whisky Galore in 

Victoria Street. That shop is also one 

of our favourite haunts.  

 

To finish we’d like to wish you and 

your team the very best of luck with 

the rebuild.  

 

And since you’re now into the 

second half, we’d expect that will 

include some match-winning tries 

from SCIRT.  

 

Including perhaps one from you Ian, 

where you pull rank and burst 

through the opposing forces, 

whoever they might be.  

 

Ka kite.
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ESOL examinations at  
John McGlashan College 

 
Speech NZ ESOL grade examinations were conducted 

at John McGlashan College, Dunedin, in September 

2015. The College has a vibrant International Student 

Department. The ESOL examinations enhance and 

support the English language tuition provided by the 

College. The International Department has students 

from China, Korea, Hong Kong and Thailand. Migrant 

students are also supported in the ESOL programme. 

 

One of the 17 candidates, Mingyu Jeong from South 

Korea, 15 years, and Year 10 at John McGlashan is 

pictured presenting his legend talk for the Foundation 

Grade. He ably discussed the visuals in his legend with 

the ESOL Examiner, Pauline Douglas. 

 

This was the first time that John McGlashan College 

(Integrated Years 7-13 Boys' College) entered Speech 

New Zealand's ESOL examinations, and many of the 

candidates received the top accolade of a Distinction 

pass. 

 

Richard Mountain, the College's ESOL Director, 

commented that the boys gained a real sense of 

achievement and increased confidence with their 

success. Fluency in English is essential for their career 

goals in the diplomatic or business world. 

 

Dunedin schools using Speech New Zealand'S ESOL 

graded examinations to enhance and extend ESOL 

students' oral achievement include Columba College, 

Otago Girls’ High School and Queen’s High School. 

Teacher inquiries in terms of the ESOL graded syllabus 

are welcome; contact Pauline Douglas at 

pauline.douglas@ymail.com  

Toby and Olivia in Mary 

Poppins in the Court Theatre 
 

Toby Cammock-

Elliott plays the role 

of Michael in the 

current season of 

Mary Poppins at the 

Court Theatre in 

Christchurch.  

 

Toby is in Year 5 at 

St Andrew’s College 

Preparatory School. 

He has studied 

Speech and Drama 

under Helen Balch, a 

Trustee of Speech 

New Zealand, since 

Year 3.  

 

Toby is a member of the Junior Special Choir for the 

Christchurch Schools Music Festival. When he is not 

competing in Speech and Drama competitions or 

completing examinations, he loves building Lego 

robots, trampolining, swimming and playing the 

bagpipes. 
 

Olivia Costello plays 

Jane Banks. She is 11 

years old and has been 

performing since she 

was four. She has 

completed 

examinations in 

Speech and Drama 

Grade 4 (Speech NZ) 

and Trinity College 

Musical Theatre Grade 

4. 

 

Hailing from Palmerston North, Olivia is a student of 

Tall Poppies Drama School, Evolve Performance Arts 

Dance Academy and The Jeanne Purdy Singing School.  

 

Her other recent theatre credits include: Jack and The 

Beanstalk (Tall Poppies Youth Theatre Company); 

Migor the Magician in Little Red Riding Hood – The 

Pantomime (Tall Poppies Drama School); and The 

Caliph in The Adventures of Aladdin (Tall Poppies 

Group). She was also part of her school’s team that was 

a national finalist in the Dance NZ Made Competition 

2015. 

 

Mary Poppins is her debut at The Court Theatre. 

 
 Source: courttheatre.org.nz 

mailto:pauline.douglas@ymail.com
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Students and staff from the Performing Arts Department of Karamu High School 

 in Hastings on a visit to Weta Workshops in Wellington. The visit made them aware 

of the endless possibilities available to those who study the arts at secondary school. 

Performing arts at Karamu High School, Hastings 
 

Students ready to take a 

place in society 
Karamu High School in Hastings, 

Hawke’s Bay has an excellent 

reputation in the performing arts. As 

Principal Martin O’Grady says: “In 

a rapidly changing educational 

environment and society, we aim to 

be a school that makes a positive 

difference. We believe that Karamu 

High School’s co-educational 

environment develops confident, 

positive, well-adjusted young men 

and women, ready to take their 

place in society and equipped to 

succeed in tertiary education and 

employment. 
 

“Success at our school is 

encouraged, promoted and 

celebrated and our students 

regularly achieve success at a 

regional and national level. As a 

school we have a clear view of 

where we are going and what we 

want to achieve.” 
 

Wellington visit 
showcases opportunities 

in performing arts 
Judith Bartlett teaches Drama at the 

Karamu High School. She was 

heavily involved in a four-day trip 

to Wellington in September 2015 by 

a group of about 30 students and 

staff of the Performing Arts 

Department. They visited Toi 

Whakaari, the New Zealand Dance 

School and Whitireia's School of 

Performing Arts. They put on a 

show of dance, singing, acting and 

kapa haka for Mount Cook Primary, 

and went on a tour of Weta 

Workshops. The aim of the tour was 

to show the wide variety of options 

offered in the performing arts, and 

to show the students the endless 

possibilities available for those who 

study the arts in tertiary education. 

 

In June 2015 the school had a very 

successful weekend when they 

participated in the bi-annual 

Hawke's Bay Stage Challenge. The 

acting and dancing crew of over 100 

students won numerous awards 

including the first place trophy. The 

school’s theme was commemorating 

the 100 year anniversary of World 

War I. 
 

Promoting Speech NZ 
syllabi 
At a display set up in the school’s 

library earlier this year over 500 

visitors were provided with 

information on the Speech NZ 

syllabi which are available to the 

Karamu High School students 

through the Speech Programme: 

Oral Communication, Speech and 

Drama, Public Speaking, 

Communicating in Leadership and 

Professional Speaking.  

 

Brightly coloured posters from 

recent Oral Communication 

Assessments were displayed and 

Speech New Zealand pamphlets 

were handed out. 

 

Drama is an important part of 

Karamu High School’s culture. It is 

offered as a subject in Years 9 to 13 

for students who want to extend 

their skills and knowledge. 

 

 

Editor’s note: Thanks to Judith 

Bartlett who brought these activities 

to the attention of ClipBoard. 

Similar articles about other schools 

would be welcomed. 
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Giving children a voice 
Based on an article by 

Rebecca Ryan, Otago Daily Times, 15 February 2015 
 

 

Giant Leaps teacher Bridget 

McNally (above left) and director 

Anna Keno 
 Photo: Rebecca Ryan 

 
Growing up in Oamaru, Anna Keno 

and Bridget McNally took Speech 

and Drama lessons and idolised 

their teacher, Karen Austin. Now, 

they are following in Karen's 

footsteps and inspiring a new 

generation. 

 

Anna Keno established Giant Leaps 

Speech, offering specialist Speech 

and Drama classes and speech 

therapy, after returning to her 

hometown with her husband and 

four small children three years ago. 

She has been happily surprised by 

the demand in ''little Oamaru''.  

 

In just three years, Anna has built 

up a client base of more than 150 

pupils in the Oamaru area and is 

now expanding to fill the demand 

in Timaru, with clients travelling 

from as far as Geraldine and 

Palmerston for lessons. 

 

''I think it just grew in response to 

the demand for speech therapy 

because our public system is 

probably never going to provide 

kids with what they need, and 

speech therapy and Speech and 

Drama teaching just complemented 

each other.'' 

 

Bridget McNally, with an extensive 

theatrical background, joined as a 

Speech and Drama teacher a year 

ago.  

 

Both say Speech and Drama and 

Public Speaking helped them to 

develop confidence, self-esteem, 

creativity, leadership and 

communication skills. 

 

Confidence was the most common 

reason for referrals. 

 

“I have a lot of parents who say to 

me ‘I wish I did this when I was 

young, so I want to give my child 

the opportunity’,” Anna Keno said. 

 

Most of the Speech and Drama and 

Public Speaking lessons are taken 

in groups of four to six pupils. 

 

That could be challenging for some 

children, but the benefits were 

“huge”. 

 

“You're including kids with 

common goals, in a really safe 

learning environment. They 

see other kids doing, really 

naturally, what they have 

probably been scared to do.” 

 

A lot of their work is in 

schools, as itinerant teachers in 

North Otago and now South 

Canterbury. 

 

Anna Keno provides 

assessment, diagnosis and 

treatment for a range of 

communication difficulties 

such as unclear speech, 

hearing impairments, voice 

disorders, anxiety disorders, 

fluency difficulties, oral-

motor/swallowing difficulties, 

autism and developmental delays. 

 

Speech and Drama lessons often 

followed speech therapy.  

 

She encourages starting to learn 

Speech and Drama young.  

 

“The earlier a child is exposed, the 

earlier it's normalised - if you instill 

communication skills and 

confidence from a young age, it's 

just what they know.” 

 

Their passion for teaching stemmed 

from seeing the changes in people 

taking part.  

 

“It's really quite rewarding when a 

parent will say ‘I just can't believe 

the difference already’,” Anna 

Keno said. 

 

“It is a great feeling to know that 

we are giving young people the 

confidence and skills they need to 

communicate effectively and to 

succeed in life.” 

 rebecca.ryan@odt.co.nz  

 

mailto:rebecca.ryan@odt.co.nz
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Workshop for professionals  
working with people with autism 

 

Catherine Trezona, National Manager of Altogether 

Autism, is excited to announce a new workshop for 

professionals working with people with autism. 

 

Altogether Autism is the national information and advisory 

service funded by the Ministry of Health. This not-for-

profit organisation provides evidence-based information 

for anyone in New Zealand affected by autism. The 

Altogether Autism community includes people on the 

spectrum, their families and a wide range of professionals. 

 

Autism spectrum is a brain-based condition, where the 

brain hasn’t developed in a typical way. It is described as a 

spectrum because no two people with autism are the same, 

but a narrow range of interests or engagement in repetitive 

activities is part of being on the spectrum. In addition all 

will experience challenges in social interaction and 

communication. Autism affects both the way children 

develop language and the ability to interpret the myriad of 

cues afforded by non-verbal social interactions.  

 

Anecdotally, it seems there is an increase of people with 

autism choosing to learn Speech and Drama and 

subsequently, sitting exams with Speech New Zealand. 

Speech teachers are ideally placed to work effectively with 

students with autism, specialising in communication skills. 

Earlier this year, Altogether Autism provided evidence-

based information to the examiners at the Speech New 

Zealand training seminar. This information highlighted that 

small adjustments to the environment can have a major 

impact on an autistic student’s ability to concentrate and 

communicate. Their ability to focus on a special interest 

can make for an intense examination experience, for both 

candidate and examiner, which is another area where 

appropriately trained teachers and examiners can support 

students to excel. Altogether Autism is frequently asked 

for safe, appropriate environments for children, youth and 

adults to learn how to communicate and socialise more 

effectively. As a Speech and Drama teacher, you may be 

uniquely placed to meet this need. 

Requesting tailor-made information from Altogether 

Autism is one way speech and drama teachers can upskill 

their abilities to work effectively with their autistic 

students. Attendance at the November workshops being 

held in Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland offers 

another opportunity for professional development. 

 

For more information on requesting tailor-made 

information or on the upcoming Prism Professional 

Development workshops, please go to the Altogether 

Autism website. To register for a workshop, go to the 

Events page: http://www.altogetherautism.org.nz/ 

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 
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 Examination schedules 
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 Tailor-made professional speaking 

short courses for businesses 
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Professional Speaking for Migrants 

workshop at the Nelson Multicultural Council 
 

Word is spreading about the Professional Speaking for 

Migrants courses which have been offered in Rotorua for 

the past five years.  

 
In October 2015 the Nelson Multicultural Council, in 

collaboration with Speech New Zealand, ran a one-day 

workshop for speech teachers interested in organising and 

teaching these 12-week courses for highly skilled migrants 

who lack confidence and clarity in addressing audiences 

and in participating in job interviews. 

 
The workshop was attended by speech teachers from 

Auckland, Taupo, Wellington, Nelson, Motueka, 

Blenheim, and Christchurch. The driving force behind 

offering the workshop in Nelson was Barbara Bedeschi, a 

member of the Board of the Nelson Multicultural Council. 

She is also a member of the Board of the United Nations 

Women National Committee of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

She learned about the Professional Speaking for Migrants 

courses when she attended a national conference of the NZ 

Federation of Multicultural Council in Rotorua earlier in 

2015. She could immediately see that these courses would 

be of huge benefit to migrants from non-English speaking 

countries who struggle to have their voices heard. Barbara 

is a policy advisor on climate adaptation and poverty 

eradication and was on an overseas assignment at the time 

of the workshop. 
 

Priyani de Silva-Currie (back row, second from right) 

hosted the workshop at the Nelson Cultural Centre. She is 

on the Board of the Nelson Multicultural Council and an 

asset management leader at Calibre Consulting in Nelson. 

She will be working with Sole Ighani (back row, centre) 

on funding applications from the Nelson Multicultural 

Council to offer a Professional Speaking for Migrants 

course in 2016 at low or zero cost to migrants. If the 

Rotorua format is followed, the students will get the 

course for free but pay the Speech NZ examination fee of 

about $130 for the Certificate in Professional Speaking 

themselves. 

 

Speech teachers involved with Polytechnics could see the 

value of the Professional Speaking for Migrants course for 

their international students when they start applying for 

jobs, if they should seek to stay on in New Zealand after 

completing their studies. 

 

Margriet Theron appreciated having Pam Logan (front 

row, second right), Trustee of Speech NZ, in Nelson for 

support. Margriet has run similar workshops in New 

Plymouth, Auckland and Wellington and is planning one 

in Invercargill. Contact her on theronm@yahoo.com for 

more information. There are articles about this course on 

pages 25-27 and 38-41 of the most recent issue of LINKZ 

magazine at http://tinyurl.com/pclnzg6. 

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
http://tinyurl.com/pclnzg6
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
 

Pam Logan, Chair of Examinations, Speech NZ 
 

Senior Communicating in 
Leadership: Section 4 says that the 

candidate is to research information 

about a field of interest and after 
discussion the examiner will choose a 
person from that field. The candidate 

will then give a talk about why that 
person is a role model. Why is it not a 

role model and/or a leader, seeing that 
this is an examination about 
leadership? I have told my students to 

ensure that they make a clear 
distinction between a role model and a 
leader. Am I missing something here? 
 

No, you are quite correct. The syllabus in this 

section focuses on a role model. In today’s 

world the distinction between a role model and a 

leader is often blurred, so a discussion with students 

on the difference is highly valuable, particularly in 

this social media age with so many ‘celebs’ followed 

as role models. The key difference is that a role 

model exemplifies a trait, skill or talent that someone 

may wish to emulate, whereas a leader helps people 

know the way, encourages them, shows them the way 

and goes with them. A good leader may also be a role 

model. However, a role model is not necessarily a 

leader. 

 
I have an ASB Public Speaking 
Module 2 student who is wondering 

if it would be appropriate to do an 

informative speech on a demonstration 
on voice production as to a Year 12 

Drama class. We realise that it is not 
teaching but a demonstration. She is a 
debater and is really working on her 

own voice production at present 
because she has a habit of speaking far 
too quickly when she gets excited. 

 
Yes indeed. A demonstration on voice 

production for this audience would work on a 

number of levels. It would be highly relevant for this 

audience and your student can speak from personal 

experience and thus make the ideas her own. The 

topic will also give your student an opportunity to 

extend her current knowledge. 
 

As a teacher new to Speech NZ and 

entering students in Speech and 
Drama Grades 1, 2, and 3, I am a little 
confused by ‘act a character from a 

book or a play’. Can you help me 

please? How does a character from a 

book work? 
 

In taking a character from a book you will need 

to adapt this as a play. It is not a memorised 

prose piece, but fully acted. As appropriate for each 

particular class you can adapt a piece to suit a solo 

performer or up to four actors who can then present 

the scene together in their examination. 
 

The books you can use are limitless. Often with 

younger students it can be difficult to find plays with 

characters that suit specific children, or that are 

relatively equal in their dialogue. Books such as Roald 

Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach, provide wide 

scope for finding scenes to suit various groups. 
 

You will also note that Speech New Zealand 

encourages group work in this section. Personally I 

find that students perform better and more naturally 

when they have someone to react against and/or 

develop a relationship with. It is actually more 

difficult to do a totally solo performance. However, 

the choice will depend totally on your teaching and 

the needs of specific students. 
 

Up to four students can go into the examination 

together, so characterisation can include up to four 

characters. Or they may choose to perform in pairs. 

Going into an examination room in the same group 

with whom they learn means students support each 

other and often feel more comfortable. 
 

Another way to develop a script for younger students 

is to create an outline and have students devise their 

own dialogue. For instance The spaghetti incident 

from The Twits by Roald Dahl, works well for two 

people – you can present an outline of the action to 

the examiner and candidates will then present their 

devised and improvised dialogue according to the plan 

of action. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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Pam Logan (right) was awarded the 

2015 Meredith Caisley Award by the 

Speech Communication Association for 

her contribution to SCA over many 

years. Meredith, who donated the award 

trophy, is on the left. 
 Photo: Owen Jones 

/

Speech NZ Trustee receives an award from the  
Speech Communication Association 

 

On 17 October 2015 Pam Logan 

was presented with the Meredith 

Caisley Award at the Annual 

General Meeting of the Speech 

Communication Association (NZ) 

Incorporated. This award is 

presented by the SCA Council 

annually to a member they consider 

to be actively promoting the 

Association. 

 

SCA President, Dianne Jones, said: 

“Having worked with and observed 

Pam’s work within and for SCA 

over many years, I fully endorse her 

receiving this award. Pam is not 

only an experienced and skilled 

examiner, adjudicator and teacher, 

but represents and promotes SCA 

with enthusiasm and 

professionalism to the benefit of us 

all.” 

 

SCA kindly provided ClipBoard 

with the citation for the award: 

 

“Pam Logan is the 2015 Recipient 

of the Meredith Caisley Award.  

 

“Pam Logan’s interest in speech 

grew from her love of drama. 

Growing up in Christchurch, she 

started acting when she was at 

school and joined the Elmwood 

Players theatre group in her teens. 

Moving to Waikari, North 

Canterbury, she started a Drama 

Club. It was there a teacher asked 

her to teach Drama to primary 

school students and that is what 

prompted her to obtain a Licentiate 

Diploma in Teaching Speech and 

Drama.  

 

“With a young family she became 

more actively involved with the 

Association (then called the 

Association of Teachers of Speech 

and Drama and known as ATSD) 

when she co-directed the 1979 

conference in Blenheim. Since then 

she has not only continued to 

mentor private students through 

performance and teaching 

examinations, but she has taken an 

active interest in training and 

instructing voice, speech, oral 

communication, public speaking, 

drama, acting and directing at all 

levels, including tertiary, for over 

40 years. But drama remains her 

passion. Pam firmly believes ‘the 

level in which we communicate is 

the level in which we live our 

lives’ and takes this with her into 

the theatre developing appropriate 

voice production and suitable 

modulation of her actors so they 

‘can create more believable 

characters’.  

 

“Her particular interest in voice, 

acting and directing saw her as a 

founding member, actor, 

administrator and assistant director 

for Kempe's Jig Theatre Collective, 

which toured Shakespeare to 

schools from 1991 to 1994. For 

several years she tutored voice and 

acting techniques at Nelson 

Polytechnic School of Performing 

Arts.  

 

“Pam is also an accredited 

adjudicator of theatre and 

performing arts competitions, 

having adjudicated the national 

finals of both PACANZ and the 

Theatre NZ play festival. At all 

times and at every opportunity, 

Pam reflects the ethos and promotes 

the purpose of the Speech 

Communication Association. 

Throughout the many years Pam 

has been a member of the Speech 

Communication Association she 

has remained a valuable, active 

member. She has also been a 

longstanding Trustee of the New 

Zealand Speech Board, including 

being its Chair. She is currently 

Chair of Examinations and 

examiner for Speech New Zealand. 

A life member and past president of 

both the Marlborough Repertory 

Society and Theatre NZ, Pam was 

awarded a 1990 medal for services 

to theatre. With her commitment to 

theatre and developing effective 

voice communication both on and 

off the stage, the Speech 

Communication Association is 

proud to honour Pam Logan with 

this award.” 

 
The Facebook page of Speech NZ 

has captured some of the praise 

heaped on Pam after this Award 

was announced:  

 

 Pam is an absolute legend. Great 

that she is getting some 

acknowledgement. – SCA 

member. 

 Congratulations from the 

Christchurch family. So well 

deserved. So proud of you. – Jo 

Winfield. 

 Fantastic recognition and so 

well deserved. – Denise Moran. 

 How fantastic for Pam. A great 

write-up. Please pass on our 

congratulations. – Lynne Crowe.  

 Way to go, Mum. 

Congratulations! – Greg Logan. 

 Go Nan!!!!!! – Emma Logan.  
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Upper Hutt Multicultural Council completes 
Professional Speaking for Migrants course 

 

Congratulations to Melda Townsley, 

(right, third from left) pictured here 

at the award ceremony after the first 

Professional Speaking for Migrants 

course run by the the Upper Hutt 

Multicultural Council. The successful 

candidates were, from left to right: 

Bo Sun, Yanhong Xiao, Pohswan 

Narayanan, and Guang Yong, with 

Pancha Narayanan, President of the 

Upper Hutt Multicultural Council. 

The course, which ran for ten weeks, 

was successfully organised by 

Pohswan and delivered by very 

experienced and highly skilled 

Speech New Zealand past-Trustee 

Melda Townsley. Peng Wu also 

achieved the Certificate but was 

unable to attend the presentation. 
 

Bill Carpenter, Marketing Manager 

of Speech NZ, said: “If the feedback 

at the prize giving was anything to go 

by this will certainly not be the last 

course offered to highly skilled 

migrants who want to improve their 

public speaking and job interviewing 

skills.” 

 

Contact http://tinyurl.com/psghgf4 

for information on further courses

 

 

Rebecca Colby: 
Audience Choice at PACANZ 

 

 Photo: Andrew Warner 

Rebecca Colby was awarded the 

Audience Choice award as well as 

the Potential Prize for the most 

promising participant at this year’s 

PACANZ competition. See pages 1 

and 2 for more information on the 

PACANZ Awards. 
 

The Rotorua Energy Charitable 

Trust chose Rebecca as one of its 

Young Achievers this year. She is 

currently Head Girl of John Paul 

College in Rotorua. The Rotorua 

Trust’s website notes that she has 

been the top academic student in 

her year level for the past three 

years. Her passion is acting and 

performing. In 2015 she was a part 

of the Beauty and the Beast stage 

production and she won Performer 

of the Year at the Rotorua Regional 

Speech and Drama Competitions. 

She has completed her Associate 

Diploma in Speech and Drama. In 

2014 she received Speech New 

Zealand’s Top New Zealand Grade 

7 student scholarship.  

 

Rebecca contributes to the Rotorua 

community in many ways.  

 

She has been a mathematics and 

English tutor at 

NumberWorks’n’Words for the 

past two years, and has been 

involved in numerous volunteer 

activities. She plays netball and 

water polo and has completed 

American Jazz Dance at 

intermediate level.  
 

A scholarship received in 2014 

from the Geyser Community 

Foundation helped to fund 

Rebecca’s Speech NZ examination 

fees for the Associate Diploma. 
 

Next year she intends to study Law 

and Arts at University. In October 

the Rotorua Daily Post reported 

that she had been awarded a 

$50,000 scholarship by the 

University of Auckland.  
 

Gabrielle Thurston, who is the 

Head of Drama at John Paul 

College and the Chair of the Board 

of Speech NZ, is Rebecca’s Speech 

and Drama teacher. She has called 

Rebecca a hard-working, talented 

and committed role model. 

http://tinyurl.com/psghgf4
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One of the joys of examining for Speech New Zealand 

is the delight of coming across unusual visual aids. On 

the left is Amy Perry from Oamaru with E The Lamb at 

a Grade 3 Speech and Drama examination. 

 

Just once in a while there is a flutter of interaction about 

Speech New Zealand on the Facebook pages of 

Trustees, examiners and teachers. When Amy’s 

examiner, Meredith Caisley, posted the delightful photo 

of Amy with E The Lamb, Colleen Bassett was inspired 

to write this poem: 
 

E The Lamb 
by Colleen Bassett 

 

Amy had a little lamb 

He was a visual aid 

And every time that Amy spoke 

That lamb his voice displayed. 

 

He knew to face his listeners 

His bleat was audience-centred 

But when he chose to emphasise 

It sounded quite demented. 

 

Yet, Amy smiled blithely on 

She knew she was a winner 

With lambkins helping out so well 

She won’t have him for dinner.  
 

 

ClipBoard 
Editor: Margriet Theron 

 

theronm@yahoo.com 
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Contact us 
 

 

Speech New Zealand 
 

 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 

Thorndon, Wellington 
 

 

PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 

New Zealand 
 

Phone: 04 498 9660 
 

Facebook: Speech New Zealand 

Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 

Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

Twitter: @speechnz 

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
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