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Celebrating  
50 successful years 

 

Speech New Zealand’s celebration of 50 years of Helping Our Nation to 

Communicate came to a climax with a wonderful evening of reminiscing 

and laughter at a dinner held at the Wellington Club on 21 January 2015. 

The dinner was held during the accreditation seminar for Speech NZ’s 

examiners, enabling all the examiners and Oral Communication assessors 

to attend, together with current and past Trustees of the Board, friends and 

supporters. 

 

Two of those at the dinner who illustrate the loyalty and passion of Speech 

NZ’s family were Jillian and 

Bill Carpenter (left). Jillian 

started as a Trustee on the Board 

of SpeechNZ in 1968 and retired 

from that role after just over 30 

years. She was Chairman of the 

Board from 1987 to 1995 and is 

currently an Advisory 

Consultant to the Board and an 

active Speech NZ Oral 

Communication assessor. She holds 

the qualifications of Associate of the 

NZ Speech Board in both Speech and 

Drama and Public Speaking; a 

Licentiate of the Speech Board in 

Speech and Drama; and a Licentiate 

of Trinity College of London. Jillian 

teaches both in her home studio and 

at Queen Margaret College. 

 

Jillian’s son, Bill Carpenter, is the 

Marketing Manager of Speech NZ. He holds ASB in Public Speaking and is in 

the final stages of completing an LSB (Teaching) in Public Speaking. Bill has 

his own speech communication studio where he teaches both adult students and 

children. At the dinner to celebrate Speech NZ’s 50
th
 Anniversary, Bill was the 

very capable and well-spoken Master of Ceremonies.  

 

The toast to Speech NZ was introduced by Heather Salmon (right), Chairman of 

the Board between 2000 and 2005. Heather is the Managing Director of Apex 

Performance Solutions, where she specialises in training and performance 

improvement, working with clients in the corporate and public sector as 

workshop facilitator, coach, mentor, and author of highly successful training 

texts.  
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Professional development for examiners 
 

 

During the Accreditation Seminar for Speech New Zealand examiners and assessors held  

in Wellington in January 2015, they undertook many practical professional development exercises. 

Above they are involved in a workshop offered by Gabrielle Thurston: “Artaud: Value of a Theorist.” 
 

Listening to presentations and being 

creative during small group discussions 

were all part of the examiners’ three full 

days at the accreditation seminar. 

 

 
The 2015 Speech New Zealand Accreditation Seminar for its 

examiners and assessors was held on 21 to 23 January at Te 

Wāhanga Atawhai Mercy Conference Centre in Wellington. 

The seminar was titled Value in Evaluating, with topics 

ranging from the value of standardisation to evaluating group 

verse speaking to evaluating candidates for whom English is an 

additional language.  

Examiners did many practical exercises such as rewording 

comments on reports so that they would be more specific and 

more helpful to candidates and their teachers. Another task 

involved watching the eulogy for Princess Diana by Lord Earl 

Spencer and evaluating the speaker’s intention, and the 

content, arrangement and style of the speech as is required in 

the examination for the Associate Diploma in Public Speaking.  
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Gabrielle Thurston succeeds Pam Logan as  
Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ 

 

At the Annual General Meeting held on Saturday, 28 February 

2015, Gabrielle Thurston (left) became the eleventh Chairman 

of the Board of Speech NZ. She succeeded Pam Logan who 

had been Chairman since 2011. 

 

In her final annual report Pam said: “After a year of reflecting 

back we need to place our full focus on the next 50 years. To 

continue to explore ways to gain greater benefits from 

technology and, as I see it, to develop a teaching strand to 

boost and support our examinations, which will undoubtedly 

remain our core business.” 

 

Gabrielle Thurston holds a Fellowship of Trinity College of 

London, a Licentiate of the NZ Speech Board in Public 

Speaking and an Associate of the NZ Speech Board in Speech 

and Drama. She also holds a Teaching Diploma and is 

currently Head of the Drama Department at John Paul College 

in Rotorua where she has taught for many years. She operates 

a large private speech communication studio Catch a Rising 

Star. Her most recent roles on the Board of Speech NZ 

included being the Chair of the Examinations Division, 

looking after the trainee examiners, and directing the 2015 

accreditation seminar for examiners. She is a theatre director 

and an adjudicator at speech and drama festivals, Eisteddfods 

and competitions throughout New Zealand.  
 

 

Messages about the accreditation seminar 

and the 50th Anniversary celebrations 
 

 

Dear Pam 

I would like to congratulate you, your fellow Trustees and 

your office staff for the wonderfully successful three days’ 

seminar last week. The seminar was stimulating and a sound 

balance between theoretical standardisation and educational.  

 

The dinner on Wednesday night was great fun and beautifully 

organised. Christian (Thurston) is a superb singer. A superb 

three days! Pat yourselves on the back. 

 

Jillian Carpenter. 

•••••••• 

Dear Trustees 

Congratulations on the success of the 50
th

 Anniversary 

celebrations. The dinner was a great tribute to the present 

Trustees and to those who preceded you. From the tiniest seed 

great trees do grow. And Speech NZ is a mighty totara. 

 

I choose this tree for its heart and resilience. In Wellington 

and throughout New Zealand there are many fine buildings 

built from heart totara which have withstood the elements of 

weather and time. The foresight of the founding Trustees is 

exemplifice in this metaphor. 

 

Haven’t we all done well! And our candidates, who now 

fulfill the promise shown in their examinations in so many 

fields of endeavour, are now the seeds who build the future. 

 

On a lighter note: I don’t often wax so lyrical but Speech NZ 

holds a very special place for me in my life. Thank you for the 

opportunity to celebrate 50 years with dear friends and 

colleagues and in such style. 

 

Nerissa Moore 

 

 

Theatre in Action syllabus being revised 
The Theatre in Action syllabus is being revised and updated. The syllabus revision team will be led by Speech NZ Trustee Helen 

Balch and the new syllabus will be published in 2016. The current syllabus can be downloaded from 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/theatre-in-action-2.pdf. Helen would be very pleased to hear from any 

teachers and others who have suggestions for amendments to this syllabus. Please contact her on lye@paradise.net.nz. 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/theatre-in-action-2.pdf
mailto:lye@paradise.net.nz
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In memory of Graham Clifford Townsley 1931-2015 
 

It was with great sadness that the 

Trustees of Speech New Zealand 

learned of the passing of Graham 

Townsley, husband of Melda Townsley 

who was the Chairman of the Board of 

Speech NZ between 1995 and 2000. 

 

Graham and Melda’s home was within 

two kilometers of the National Office 

of Speech NZ in Wellington. Graham 

was always more than willing to pick 

Speech NZ visitors up from the airport, 

delivering them to the office, and often 

entertaining them with specially 

planned dinners. All enjoyed these 

occasions, bright with lively 

conversations and hilarious anecdotes. 

 

As a Speech NZ examiner, Melda 

found Graham particularly helpful 

during examination tours. He not only 

kept the household running, but also 

looked up material that was useful in 

assessing the performance of 

candidates. Melda said: “A quick late 

night call to clarify who wrote what 

and to check dates ensured more 

accurate reports. During my tenure as 

Chairman, Graham’s encouragement 

and willing ear sorted out many 

problems. Long discussions tested and 

helped evolve Board developments 

and procedures. He was a good 

sounding board.” 

 

Sister Leonie O’Neill described 

Graham as “a faithful gentleman, 

loyal, sincere and brave.” 

 

Among Graham’s many qualifications 

was one that he held dearly: a 

Fellowship in Public Speaking from 

the NZ Speech Board. He valued the 

work of the Board and supported it in 

many ways, often promoting its 

advantages in conversations. He will 

be missed. He was a jolly good 

fellow. 

 

 

Celebrating  

50 years in 

Whangarei 
Mary-Ann Harding, who is the Local 

Secretary for Speech NZ in Whangarei, 

created these displays to celebrate the 50
th

 

Anniversary of Speech New Zealand in the 

local library. 

 

One side of the board covered the range of 

syllabuses while the other side provided 

more information on Oral Communication. 

The beautiful cake from the Auckland 

celebration also featured, as well as 

students enjoying their communication 

classes.  
 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 

 

 Examination syllabuses 

 Code of Ethics for Speech NZ 

 Replacement Certificates 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Grades badges 

 Examination fees 

 Story telling in public speaking 

 Previous editions of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Becoming an examiner 

 Success stories of alumni 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Background of Speech NZ Trustees 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy 

 Examination schedules 

 Following Speech NZ on Twitter 

 Theory papers from previous years 

 Communicating in Leadership 

special offer 

 Poetry resources 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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Anniversary thoughts from Sheridan Hickey 
 

WOW! Is it really fifty years 

since my first involvement with 

examinations established by some 

Wellington teachers wanting 

assessments to be student focused 

and allowing a New Zealand 

” voice”? 

 

I am proud to claim an association 

with Speech New Zealand since 

its birth - first as a candidate of 

senior examinations; and then as 

local secretary, teacher and 

examiner. It has been a richly 

rewarding journey, especially for 

one who did not initially choose 

this profession. 

 
Observing the growth of Speech 

New Zealand into the dynamic entity 

it is today which has had such a 

powerful influence on spoken 

communication and, as a result, 

every year is uplifting the lives of 

thousands of students who have the 

privilege of working with teachers 

and examiners across the country. 

 
I would like to particularly thank and 

celebrate four groups of people who 

have played an important role in the 

development of the New Zealand 

Speech Board into the Speech New 

Zealand it is today: 

 

 First, to those dedicated 

Wellington teachers, especially 

Gordon Hooper, Rhona Davis 

and Eileen Teward, who 

believed and acted upon the 

ideal that such an examining 

system would be useful to 

create the opportunity for every 

child in our country to 

communicate effectively and to 

promote the needs of our 

profession, teachers and their 

students. 

 Second, to the large group of 

governing Trustees and 

Chairmen - past and present - 

who have since expanded the 

original vision of the ideals and 

established the New Zealand 

Speech Board, now Speech 

New Zealand, offering a 

variety of dynamic and unique 

syllabuses relevant to 

promoting all aspects of 

spoken communication that 

continue to serve today. 

 Third, to the select group of 

totally dedicated and 

committed staff - voluntary 

and paid - who have cared so 

much about Speech New 

Zealand that they have 

contributed expertise, time and 

professionalism way beyond 

expectations to provide support 

and input. 

 Finally, to the many examiners 

- past and present - who have 

been committed to 

contributing their time, 

wisdom and experience in 

assessing candidates - the 

willing and maybe some not-

so-willing - on their 

communication talents, skills 

and knowledge in an affirming, 

encouraging, friendly, yet 

professional environment. 

 

It has been, and continues to be, a 

key component of my life, 

professionally and personally. 

Kudos go to the many fine people 

who have made, and continue to 

make, Speech New Zealand what it 

is. I feel deep gratitude for my 

teacher in Wanganui, Joy Payne, 

who roused my initial interest in 

Speech NZ through her 

recommendation that I sit these 

“new examinations”. Among 

others who also sat these 

examinations when I first started 

all those years ago are included 

Graeme Thompson (nephew of the 

New Zealand Speech Board’s first 

Chair, John Thompson), and 

Graeme Munro. 

 

We celebrate the glorious legacy of 

Speech New Zealand that continues 

to inspire us, and we share an 

unbounded optimism in the 

continued impact and relevance in 

shaping and enriching the lives of 

countless people of all ages during 

the first fifty years.  

 

The visionary original motto in Te 

Reo - Tihei Mauri Ora - the sneeze 

of life; claim the right to speak - 

continues to resound in helping our 

nation to communicate. 

 

My sincerest congratulations on this 

golden achievement. 

 

The legacy of Speech New Zealand:  
 

A Visionary Past 

A Vital Present 

A Vibrant Future! 
 

With all good wishes 
 

Sheridan Hickey 

Fellow of the Speech 

Communication 

Association 

Palmerston North

 
 

How to speak so that people want to listen to you 
 

It is well worth following this link to a TEDTalk: www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIho2S0ZahI&feature=youtu.be. Julian 

Treasure talks about some deadly sins of speaking: dogmatism, negativity, complaining, embroidering, excuses, lying, 

and judging. And then he gives advice about speaking in a way so that people will want to listen to you: with honesty, 

authenticity, integrity, and love.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIho2S0ZahI&feature=youtu.be
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Congratulations to all the 2014 

Speech NZ scholarship recipients 
 

 

 

Scholarship Recipient Teacher 
Speech and Drama Grade Five 

Jillian Carpenter Scholarship 
Gertrude Yeo, Wanganui Annette Mulligan 

Speech and Drama 

Grade Six 
Michaela-Rose Tripp, Hawke’s Bay Kathy Atkin 

Speech and Drama  

Grade Seven 
Rebecca Colby, Rotorua Gabrielle Thurston 

Speech and Drama  

Grade Eight 
Georgia Ryder, Dunedin Mary Flaherty 

Public Speaking and Communication  

Grade Six 
Abigail May, Hawke’s Bay Josephine Carpenter 

Public Speaking and Communication  

Grade Seven 
Jesse Matheson, Dunedin Mary Flaherty 

Public Speaking and Communication 

Grade Eight 
Katie Quirke-Luping, Hutt Valley Cecily Archer 

Speech New Zealand Scholarship Juliet Briar Sherwood, Hawke’s Bay Josephine Carpenter 

Founders’ Scholarship Tessa Williams, Hawke’s Bay Josephine Carpenter 

Excellence in the Use of Language and 

Expression, Speech and Drama, 

sponsored by Melda Townsley 

Will Brougham, Hawke’s Bay Kathy Atkin 

Excellence in the Use of Language and 

Expression, Public Speaking,  

sponsored by Jill Walker 

Harry Poland, Hutt Valley Pauline Prendergast 

Busby Ramshaw Grice Scholarship, 

Professional Speaking 
Ian Campbell, Christchurch Gay Longbottom 

Geyser Community Foundation 

Scholarships, Associate of Speech NZ,  

for Rotorua residents,  

sponsored by Margriet Theron 

Rebecca Colby 

Cayley Nel 

Zoe Spence 

Rebecca Jenkin 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Jennifer Wicks 

Una Ewert Scholarship Junior 

Una Ewert Scholarship Senior 

for Rotorua residents  

Olivia Temm 

Eliot Fenton 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Nikau Foundation Scholarship  

for Wellington residents 
Amy Penman Pauline Prendergast 

Helen O’Neill Trophy,  

Speech Communication Association  

for Canterbury residents 

Kimberley Palmer Helen Balch 
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Scholarship recipients from Hawke’s Bay 
 

There were four Speech NZ 

scholarship winners from the 

Hawke’s Bay in 2014. Speech NZ 

celebrates their successes and 

wishes them all the best for their 

future endeavours. The variety of 

other activities these scholarship 

winners have excelled in highlights 

the transferability of speech 

communication skills. Speech NZ 

will be celebrating the success of 

other scholarship winners in the 

June 2015 edition of ClipBoard.  

Juliet Sherwood was awarded the 

Speech New Zealand Scholarship 

for Speech and Drama, which 

supports the examination costs to 

sit her Licentiate Diploma in 

Speech and Drama. Juliet has been 

taught by Josephine Carpenter from 

a young age. She has completed 

Speech NZ examinations from 

Initial to Associate of the Speech 

Board. Aside from Speech and 

Drama, Juliet is a keen netball 

player and directed Stage 

Challenge. She was Head Girl at 

Central Hawke’s Bay College in 

2014 and is studying Law and 

Applied Science (Environmental 

Management) at Otago University 

in 2015. 

 

Tessa Williams received the 

Founders Scholarship for Advanced 

ASB Public Speaking for 2014. She 

was taught by Josephine Carpenter. 

Tessa was Year 13 at Woodford 

House in 2014, where she was in 

the senior debating team, a lead in 

the school musical, and won a 

national award for making a pitch 

in Young Enterprise. Outside of 

school, Tessa led the local Young 

Farmers Club and was on the 

Hawke’s Bay Youth Council. Tessa 

was Dux of Woodford House in 

2014 (above, with her trophy) and 

is studying towards a degree in 

Agriculture and Marketing at 

Lincoln College in 2015.  
 

Michaela-Rose Tripp (above 

right) was awarded the Grade Six 

Speech and Drama scholarship in 

2014. Michaela was also nominated 

for the Excellence in the 

Use of Language and 

Expression Scholarship. Her 

teacher is Kathy Atkin. 

Michaela is a Year 12 

student at Woodford House 

where she is Student Head 

of Debating, leads the senior 

debating team, and was 

awarded Best Speaker in 

every interschool debate last 

year. This year Michaela-

Rose will be working towards 

Grade Eight Speech and Drama and 

will sit her ASB in 2016. 

 

Abigail May (below right) received 

the Grade Six Public Speaking 

scholarship in 2014. Abby was also 

nominated for the Excellence in the 

Use of Language and Expression 

scholarship. Her teacher is 

Josephine Carpenter. Abby is a 

talented public speaker, debater and 

sportswoman, and won the East 

Coast regional final of the RSA 

ANZ Cyril Bassett speech 

competition. As a result of this win, 

Abby will represent New Zealand 

at Gallipoli as part of the 100 Year 

ANZAC commemorations. Abby 

will sit Grade Eight Public 

Speaking this year and then study 

towards an ASB in 2016.  
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Migrants receive Certificates in Professional Speaking 
 

Twelve students from the fourth 

Professional Speaking for Migrants 

course offered in Rotorua gained 

Speech New Zealand qualifications. 

For the first time, the Advanced 

Certificate in Professional Speaking 

was awarded. This new qualification 

was awarded to six graduates while 

the other six received the Certificate 

in Professional Speaking. Seven of 

the students were awarded 

Distinctions by Speech New Zealand 

examiner, Claire Marsh.  

 

Some of the Professional Speaking 

graduates received their certificates at 

a Mayoral reception at the Rotorua 

District Council in February 2015, 

held for the delegates to a national 

meeting of the New Zealand 

Federation of Multicultural Councils. 

Those that received their certificates 

on that occasion were (above, from 

left to right): Sukhjit Kohli from 

India (Advanced Certificate, with 

Distinction), Keiko Walker from 

Japan (Advanced Certificate), Cherry 

Foster from the Philippines 

(Certificate with Distinction), 

Priyadarshanie Jayathilaka from Sri 

Lanka (Certificate), Sanath 

Rupasinghe from Sri Lanka 

(Certificate), teacher Dr Margriet 

Theron, Sandra Velarde from Peru 

(Advanced Certificate) and Alexis 

LewGor from Fiji, President of the 

Rotorua Multicultural Council and of 

the NZ Federation of Multicultural 

Councils (Advanced Certificate (with 

Distinction). 

Other countries from which the 

students in this class came were: 

Thailand, Germany, Argentina, El 

Salvador, Peru, Brazil, Korea, and 

Iran. They were joined by one NZ 

European who brought a lot of public 

speaking and Toastmasters skills to 

the class, and two mature Maori 

women who wanted to improve their 

public speaking skills. It was very 

valuable to have the Maori women in 

the class as they provided many 

insights to the immigrant students on 

the widespread impact of Maori 

culture and language on workplaces 

and community organisations in New 

Zealand. 
 

The students ranged in age from early 

twenties to well over sixty years. The 

classes were run from 6 to 9 pm once 

a week for 11 weeks, with extra 

hours added as the examination 

loomed and students needed more 

time for rehearsals. 
 

The highly skilled class included an 

ecological economist, a professor in 

forest management, the marketing 

manager of a sports sponsorship 

business, a digital marketing 

professional, and a refrigeration 

technician. The course was funded by 

the Mokoia Community Association 

with Tertiary Education Commission 

funding tagged for migrants. 

 

Similar Professional Speaking for 

Migrants courses have been run in 

Auckland and Invercargill, and plans 

are being made for Upper Hutt, New 

Plymouth, and Hamilton. 
 

Welcoming Karen Austin to the Speech NZ Board 
Karen Austin is 

a Fellow of 

Trinity College 

and holds LSB 

in Public 

Speaking. Her 

other 

qualifications 

include a 

Masters in 

Religious 

Education, an 

Advanced Teaching Diploma, and a 

Diploma of Catechetics. Karen has been 

a Speech NZ performance examiner 

since 1994 and she has written and 

marked Speech NZ theory papers. 
 

Teaching Speech and Drama and Public 

Speaking has been part of Karen's life 

for the last 40 years. She established a 

large practice in Oamaru, teaching at all 

levels. Some of her students are now 

teaching Speech and Drama. Her three 

adult children all did speech 

examinations. In 2013 Karen retired as 

Assistant Principal of St Kevin's 

College in Oamaru. Her responsibilities 

had included Director of Religious 

Studies, promotion, Chair of Pastoral 

Care, and overseeing cultural activities. 

Throughout her 18 years at St Kevin's, 

Karen was very involved in preparing 

students for local and national speech 

and debating competitions. She was the 

school’s coordinator and coach for 

Bishop's Shield, an involvement which 

started when she was a Year 10 student. 
 

Karen and her husband moved to 

Nelson in 2014 so they could be hands-

on grandparents. She is establishing a 

Speech, Drama and Public Speaking 

practice in Nelson and doing some part -

time teaching. 
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Happy 50th to Speech NZ from Anna Coleman 
 
Congratulations, Speech NZ on 

your 50
th
 birthday! 

 

I feel as if you have been there 

most of my life. I had wonderful 

teachers on my Speech NZ path 

which started in 1980. I finally 

passed the last of my LSB theory 

papers in 2007. It was a long 

history, a journey over 27 years; 

some arduous moments, mixed with 

pride and relief, at working my way 

through the grades. 

 

I sat my first Speech and Drama 

examination, Grade 3, with Celia 

Mannion in 1980 in Havelock 

North when I was eleven. I passed 

with Credit and Jillian Carpenter 

wrote very positive comments 

about me capturing the arrogance of 

Toad in the drama. But the pace 

was so rapid she could hardly hear 

a word. Grades 5 to 7 were done 

with Caryl Boyle at Woodford 

House and Grade 8 in Year 12 with 

Joanne Smith, taking a year to teach 

two Hereworth boys in Havelock 

North which was invaluable. I went 

on to study BA in English and 

Drama at Canterbury University 

and learnt from the marvelous 

Dorothy Hunt in her group Diploma 

classes, which were inspirational as 

she taught both Speech NZ and 

Trinity across both Diplomas. I 

unfortunately failed my LSB 

Theory by not reading one question 

properly, a recurrent theme. At the 

time it was two examinations of 

three hours each, and then the 

system changed to the current 

modules. So I had to grit my teeth, 

get out the books and plough 

through the rest of the theory 

modules. 

 

In hindsight I am grateful for the 

depth of knowledge it gave me. 

Writing about my own teaching 

helped to consolidate it for me. The 

theory papers were hard work at the 

time. I had a degree but I was still 

struggling to put together a logical, 

well-structured essay. Lindsay 

Nash was very patient. I re-sat my 

ASB Module One with Lindsay in 

2003, being examined by my old 

teacher Caryl Boyle. I clumped 

around on-stage as Kate from 

Taming of the Shrew without 

thinking about the restraints of the 

costume. I failed a couple more and 

finally learnt the importance of 

reading the question. Then, finally, 

I knocked off the last of the theory 

papers in 2007, and the last of the 

practical LSB modules by taking on 

board some sound advice from 

Meredith Caisley. 

 

All these teachers are passionate 

supporters of Speech NZ and I 

caught their enthusiasm. 

I admire the Speech NZ examiners 

for their positive and affirming 

comments, for their feedback as 

well as feed forward. I also admire 

the strong adherence to extempore 

speaking and the importance of the 

connection with the audience that 

this enables. 

 

I have loved teaching, in particular, 

the Theatre in Action and 

Communicating in Leadership 

syllabuses. Speech New Zealand 

has shown a shrewd knack of 

keeping up with current trends, for 

example with the recent ability to 

keep current Advanced Diplomas 

and with the Professional Speaking 

syllabus. 

 

On behalf of the Speech 

Communication Association I 

would like to acknowledge Speech 

NZ for the hard work of its staff, 

Board, examiners and local 

secretaries and for providing a 

homegrown examining body we 

can all be proud of. 

 

Well done for being 50 years old. 

What a proud New Zealand success 

story! 

 

 

Anna Coleman 

Confidence Coach, Auckland 

Ex SCA Council Member 
 

Altogether Autism: support for teachers and examiners 
At the recent Speech NZ accreditation 

seminar for its examiners, Past 

Chairman Claire Marsh gave a valuable 

presentation on the support and 

information available to Speech, Drama, 

and Oral Communication teachers and 

examiners when they work with 

students with autism.  

 

Claire shared information brochures 

provided by Altogether Autism 

(www.altogetherautism.org.nz), a 

service operated in partnership between 

LIFE Unlimited and Parent to Parent 

NZ. Altogether Autism is for people 

with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), 

their families, whanau and the wider 

New Zealand community. They provide 

evidence-based information through 

specially trained information officers, 

who also have access to advice from a 

clinical psychologist and a team of 

professionals with expertise in ASD. 

The national office is in Hamilton, with 

11 regional offices spread from 

Northland to Southland.  

 

One particularly useful resource is at 

www.ellennotbohm.com/article-

archive/ten-things-every-child-with-

autism-wishes-you-knew/. This is an 

extract from the book Ten things every 

child with autism wishes you knew, 

updated and expanded edition, by Ellen 

Notbohm (2012, Future Horizons, Inc). 

You can buy a Kindle edition of this 

book at $12.29 on www.speechnz.co.nz 

by clicking Buy Now on the Amazon 

logo. Some examples from the list of 

ten: I am a child; my senses are out of 

sync; I am a concrete thinker, I interpret 

language literally; I’m visually oriented; 

help me with social interactions; 

identify what triggers my meltdowns; 

and love me unconditionally. 

http://www.altogetherautism.org.nz/
http://www.ellennotbohm.com/article-archive/ten-things-every-child-with-autism-wishes-you-knew/
http://www.ellennotbohm.com/article-archive/ten-things-every-child-with-autism-wishes-you-knew/
http://www.ellennotbohm.com/article-archive/ten-things-every-child-with-autism-wishes-you-knew/
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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50th Anniversary celebration 

in Christchurch 
 

On Friday, 19 September 2014, a 

group of teachers got together in 

Christchurch at the home of 

Speech New Zealand Trustee and 

Speech and Drama teacher Helen 

Balch to celebrate 50 years of 

Speech NZ. Sheridan Hickey had 

just finished her examining tour. 

She cut the celebration cake and 

spoke about some of her best and 

worst examining memories.  

 

Also present were Peter and 

Alison Rosanowski. Peter was 

Speech NZ’s local secretary for 

10 years. He and his wife Alison 

were much loved by Christchurch 

teachers and students. Peter was also 

on the Board of Speech NZ for a 

short time. It was lovely to catch up 

with them and Peter spoke fondly 

and shared memories of his time 

with Speech NZ. 
 

Pictured at left are Claire Tanner 

(Christchurch local secretary of 

Speech NZ), Sheridan Hickey 

(Speech NZ examiner) and Helen 

Balch (local teacher and Speech NZ 

Board member).  

 

 

A toast from the Speech Communication Association 
 

On Sunday, 26 October 2014, 

Speech New Zealand put on cake 

and bubbles at the annual 

professional development event of 

the Speech Communication 

Association in Christchurch to 

celebrate the 50
th
 Anniversary of 

Speech NZ.  

 

The celebration was held at 

afternoon tea time. The thanks of 

Speech NZ go to our long-time and 

loyal supporter, Sister Leonie 

O’Neill, for providing additional 

catering for the occasion.  

 

Pam Logan (right), Chairman of 

the Board of Speech NZ, spoke and 

then Pam and Dianne Jones (left), 

President of the Speech 

Communication Association, cut 

the 50
th
 Anniversary cake.  

 

Speech New Zealand also had a 

table at the professional 

development event and ran a 

competition testing participants’ 

knowledge of Speech NZ history. 

This was won by Glenda Pearce 

from Auckland with a score of 11 

out of 10! She won a copy of 99 

Ways into New Zealand Poetry by 

Paula Greene and Harry Ricketts. 
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Keegan Bragg (left) with Prime Minister John Key 

 and his parents at the awards ceremony at 

Government House where the Top Scholar in each subject 

was presented with their scholarship. 

 

Keegan Bragg: Top Scholar in Scholarship Drama 
 

Keegan Bragg sat Speech NZ Grades Two to Eight and he 

acknowledges that this experience helped him in gaining 

the Top Scholar in Scholarship Drama in 2013. 

 

Keegan said: “Pressure makes diamonds. When you’re 

sitting any kind of examination or test, academic or not, 

you are grateful for preparation. Drama is often about 

taking the ‘art’ in performance – the rush young people get 

from telling our own stories, in our own words and from 

our own perspectives – and turning that passion and love 

towards ‘grind’. Research, repetition, repetition. This can 

mean pushing past the TV screen and the famous lines of 

Shakespeare English classes towards authors and texts that 

fall outside what feels comfortable. Even a simple ‘tip of 

the tongue and the teeth and the lips’, twenty times (twice) 

before going on stage. At its best, preparation can even 

become part of the ritual of performance. Often now, the 

point of excitement for me in a new theatrical project is the 

moment I feel I could teach it to somebody else. From 

there, we can start to make Drama. 

 

“For me, Speech New Zealand examinations were the 

beginning of a ritual of preparation. The skills learned in 

performance, reading and considering text and dramaturgy, 

research and exposure to examination pressure helped me 

achieve Top Scholar in the 2013 NCEA Scholarship 

Examinations for Drama. Oscar Wilde, Wilfred Owen, 

Terrence McNally, the Bard and Janet Frame were all 

brought alive for me.  

 

“Thank you to my teacher, Helen Balch.”
 
 

How Speech NZ examinations help NCEA Drama students 
 

Helen Balch 
 

Students who have entered for senior Speech New Zealand 

examinations find this a great advantage when entering 

Scholarship Drama in Year 13.  

 

The NCEA Drama examination consists of three parts and 

each exercise is familiar to those who have sat Speech New 

Zealand examinations. 

 

The first part is an extract from a play written by a 

recognised playwright. This is preceded by an introduction 

to the piece and the student’s interpretation. This is exactly 

what is required in Module Two of Grade 6, 7 and 8 of the 

Speech New Zealand Speech and Drama syllabus.  

 

The second exercise in the Drama examination is a devised 

piece that illustrates the influence of a drama theorist. The 

student must also answer a given question about the 

theorist and the devised work. This correlates with Grade 8 

Module 3 Literature and also with the ASB Performance 

Module 2. The final exercise in the NCEA Drama 

examination is an improvisation and this is also part of the 

Grade 6 and 7 Speech NZ examinations. Students feel 

comfortable in these solo performances and the 

examination conditions. 
 

Speech NZ on Twitter at @SpeechNZ 
Speech NZ now has 342 followers on Twitter and it is 

following just over a thousand organisations and 

individuals with an interest in speech, drama, public 

speaking and other aspects of oral communication. It is a 

place where teachers and examiners can find and share 

useful resources, or ask for guidance. A recent 

@SpeechNZ tweet provides a link to Ellen Notbohm’s 

excellent article about understanding children with autism. 

There are links to information on the Speech NZ website 

such as the special offer for Communicating in Leadership 

examination fees. It is a place where speech teachers can 

celebrate the success of their students with photos, and 

keep up with their past-students. They can connect with 

actors, NZ theatres, other speech and drama teachers, 

producers of teaching resources, the NZ Teachers’ 

Council, TEDTalks, and journalists. Give it a try! 
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From left to right: Annette Mulligan, 

Edwyna McDonald, Kerry O’Sullivan 

and Meredith Caisley. 

 

50th Anniversary celebration in Whanganui 
 

At the conclusion of Meredith 

Caisley’s six day long 2014 

examination tour to Whanganui, 

Speech New Zealand’s new local 

secretary, Edwyna McDonald, 

organised an intimate 50
th
 

Anniversary celebration with the 

two local teachers, Kerry 

O’Sullivan and Annette Mulligan. 

 

A staff member of the Quality Inn 

produced cupcakes for the 

occasion, tastefully decorated with 

an S, an N, a Z and a 50. “It was an 

absolutely perfect celebration!” 

according to Meredith. She and 

Annette Mulligan share a very long 

association with Speech NZ, and 

they entertained their small 

audience with tales of the early 

days and their experiences with 

dear Joy Payne.  

 

Kerry and Edwyna talked of more 

current events such as Edwyna’s 

very recent and very thorough 

introduction to the ways and 

procedures of Speech New Zealand.  

 

 

 

… and in Wellington 
The 50

th
 Anniversary celebration in the Speech NZ 

National Office in Wellington was made extra special by 

the presence of Jean Knox Gilmer, at that time Speech 

NZ’s oldest surviving former Chair of the Board. Jean 

cut the anniversary cake supported by our youngest 

Trustee, Rebecca McMenamin. Other guests at the 

celebration included National Office staff and 

Wellington-based teachers, examiners and former 

Trustees. 

 

On the photo at right, Jean Knox Gilmer is flanked by 

Melda Townsley and Jillian Carpenter, former Chairs of the Board of Speech NZ. It was with sadness that Speech NZ 

heard in February 2015 of the passing of Jean Knox Gilmer at the age of 100 years. 
 

 

 

ClipBoard 
Editor: Margriet Theron 

theronm@yahoo.com 
 

With thanks to the contributors: 

 

 
 Pam Logan Helen Balch 

 Claire Marsh  Keegan Bragg 

 Karen Austin Maureen Gray 

 Bill Carpenter Anna Coleman

 Nerissa Moore Sheridan Hickey

 Meredith Caisley Jillian Carpenter

 Melda Townsley Mary Ann Harding

 Josephine Carpenter Rebecca McMenamin 
 

  

Contact us 

 

Speech New Zealand 
 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 

Thorndon, Wellington 

 

 

PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 

New Zealand 

Phone: 04 498 9660 

 

Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 

Twitter: @speechnz

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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