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Gifted in 
Oral Communication 
 I enjoyed it because I never got on stage and said my name but now I 

can say a speech. 

 What I liked best were the poems because they were humorous and 

told very strongly what is happening or what the person likes or 

dislikes. (Editor’s note: all three poems used were by Judi Billcliff.) 

 I enjoyed most of Speech NZ except that I did not get to wear a 

costume. 

 I loved doing my speech because it was challenging and we had to do 

a lot of research for our speech plan. On the day we had to do it for 

Mrs Marsh I felt proud of myself and I thought I did well. 

 
These quotes are from written 

feedback provided by students from 

the MindPlus Rotorua class after they 

had worked through the Speech New 

Zealand Oral Communication syllabus 

at Advanced Elementary and Junior 

levels in Term Two of 2015. Speech 

NZ assessor, Claire Marsh, gave 26 of 

the 40 students Distinctions for 

their efforts; the other 14 got 

Highly Commended. 

 

MindPlus 

MindPlus is a programme for gifted 6-

13 year olds offered across New 

Zealand by the NZ Centre for Gifted 

Education. It provides intellectual, 

creative, social and emotional 

learning and support. Children come 

together, with a specialist teacher, for 

one day each week. Together they 

engage in differentiated, strength-

based learning experiences to further 

develop their gifts and talents and a 

greater understanding of themselves. 

Gifted children have the potential to 

achieve at levels we would not 

normally expect from children of their 

age. Since introducing a new 

MindPlus syllabus this year, more 

emphasis is placed on communication 

skills.  

 

The MindPlus Rotorua Lead Teacher, 

Sue Bufton, invited Margriet Theron 

to deliver the Speech NZ Oral 

Communication syllabus to her three 

classes of gifted 7 to10 year olds. 

 

The students had completed projects 

on animal adaptations and most of 

them used themes such as animal 

mimicry and camouflage as their 

three-minute talk topics. They also 

performed poems and group dramas 

(such as How Maui Tamed the Sun 
with Christopher as one of the 

brothers and Gabriel as Maui, photo 

left), did prepared readings, and 

participated in impromptu exercises, 

such as talking on the telephone and 

giving messages.  

 

Funding for Speech NZ fees 

As is the case in most schools, finding 

funding for additional activities was 

an issue. Parents pay for the MindPlus 

classes and were not asked to 

contribute to the Speech NZ fees. 

Some funding came from the 

MindPlus Rotorua budget, and the rest 

was kindly donated by the Oral 

Communication Assistance Fund at 

Speech NZ and the Speech NZ Fund 

at the Geyser Community Foundation. 

 Continued on page 2 
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MindPlus Rotorua performing in front of an audience 
 

 
 

The highlight of the MindPlus communication course came in 

the second to last week of Term Two when parents and 

grandparents were invited to form part of the audience when 

the students were assessed by Speech NZ assessor Claire 

Marsh. The programme (above) listed each student’s activities, 

and helped everyone to keep track of the very busy two days. 

The MindPlus students loved performing short plays for the 

Junior level assessments of the Speech NZ Oral 

Communication syllabus. Eric (Gruffalo), Hollie (narrator), 

Melissa (the fox), Sophie (the snake), Autumn (the mouse) 

and Patrick (the owl) learned a lot about moving about on 

stage. As Sophie said: “I really enjoyed The Gruffalo 

because at first it was really challenging trying to learn my 

words off by heart. But in the end I managed to succeed and 

now I know a lot of things about how to perform a play. I 

think that it was a very good idea to make sure that all of us 

had our own places to come in and out of scenes without 

causing confusion. Otherwise, it would have been like an 

octopus on roller skates and that would be very distracting 

to the audience.” 

 

The assessor commented that they captured each character, 

worked well together, and used vital voices. 

 
 

 

Rule One to 

presenting a 

convincing talk is: 

Know Your 

Subject. Talia is 

growing up on a 

dairy farm and she 

talked with great 

authority about 

Helping at Calving 

Time. She could 

answer all of the 

questions put to 

her by assessor 

Claire Marsh and 

by the audience of 

classmates and 

parents. She gained 

a Distinction. 
 

 

The MindPlus class chose 

books for their prepared 

readings at a level well above 

what would be expected of 7 

to 10 year old students. Most 

chose novels, but Seiya read 

from The Lego Ideas Book by 

Daniel Lipkowitz with 

enough passion to inspire 

others into one of his 

favourite activities. His ability 

to discuss the book and his 

informative talk with an audio 

aid making the sound of the 

Malaysian horned frog, 

earned him a Distinction. 

 

Rehearsing Rock! Sword! Firecracker! by Doug Larson. Seiya’s 

falling to the ground and moaning when struck down by The 

Master of the Game, played by Ronan, were so convincing that 

Margriet, the teacher, did wonder if it was time to call an 

ambulance. 
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New Trustee Karen Austin welcomed to the Speech NZ Board 
 

Karen Austin from Nelson attended her first Speech New 

Zealand Board meeting in Wellington in June 2015. She 

brings forty years of experience as a Speech, Drama, and 

Public Speaking teacher to the discussions around the 

Board table. 

 

Karen, left in the photo, was welcomed by Chair of the 

Speech NZ Board, Gabrielle Thurston, and presented with 

her Speech NZ Trustee lapel pin. 

 

As for each of the Trustees, Karen has been assigned 

special responsibilities. She is part of the Examinations 

Division of the Board; will work with Helen Balch on 

syllabus development; and will look after the training of 

new examiners. Having been a performance examiner 

herself since 1994, she is well-versed in the vitally 

important role that examiners play in Speech NZ. She will 

guide new applicants through the steps required before they 

can be accredited as examiners. 

 

Speech NZ is always looking for appropriately qualified 

speech teachers who are interested in taking the next step in 

their career by becoming an examiner. It will be Karen who 

will ensure that prospective examiners are provided with 

extensive support and guidance. 

Speech teachers who are interested in becoming Speech NZ 

examiners can find information on how and where to start 

at http://www.speechnz.co.nz/about/become-a-snz-

examiner/  
 

 

Keeping up with 
social media developments 

 
At the June 2015 meeting of the Board of Speech NZ the 

Trustees approved a new Website and Social Media Policy. 

This document will guide National Office and the Trustees 

in matters such as the revamp of the Speech NZ website and 

in how the organisation uses Facebook and Twitter to 

communicate with examiners, teachers, students, and other 

stakeholders. 

 

Children, young people and adults who are following 

Speech NZ’s syllabuses to improve their skills in drama and 

public and professional speaking will, with almost no 

exceptions, be intensive users of information technology 

and the social media. Many read books on Kindle and 

iBooks. They do their research on the Internet. They expect 

to have access to any element of any Speech NZ syllabus 

almost instantly, often on their mobile phones. 

 

What impact will all of this have on speech teachers and 

examiners? By when will the Speech NZ syllabus allow 

candidates to do their prepared reading from their iPads? By 

when will our examination entries be on-line? Will some 

examiners be writing reports on a laptop or iPad while 

candidates are performing? What does Speech NZ have to 

do to ensure that its Facebook and Twitter pages become 

lively discussion forums where resources are shared and 

success stories are celebrated? 

What training will our examiners require to deal with 

enthusiasm and confidence with these changes? 

 

In a recent Team Talk, the newsletter for Speech NZ’s 

examiners, Pam Logan wrote: “Please be aware and do all 

you can to keep up to date with social media and technology 

so Speech NZ assists candidates to live in their changing 

world.” She reminded examiners about the article in the 

September 2013 edition of ClipBoard on how to set up a 

Twitter account, who to follow, and when to start tweeting: 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2013/08/2013-September.pdf 

 

Speech NZ’s Facebook and Twitter pages are linked. A 

recent post provided a link to an excellent article from 

forbes.com: “What public speakers can learn from President 

Obama’s eulogy for Reverend Pinckney.”  

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/about/become-a-snz-examiner/
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/about/become-a-snz-examiner/
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2013-September.pdf
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2013-September.pdf
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Getting feedback from students  

to ensure continuous quality improvement 
 

As in any business, Speech NZ, its assessors, and the teachers 

who deliver its syllabuses should ask for feedback and 

evaluation from their clients, the students. Here are examples of 

the written comments provided by the MindPlus Rotorua 

students who followed the Advanced Elementary and Junior 

levels of the Speech NZ Oral Communication syllabus in Term 

Two of 2015. As part of its quality management and 

improvement procedures, Speech NZ also asks for feedback 

from teachers of Oral Communication. All this information 

provides valuable guidance when syllabuses are reviewed and 

procedures are updated. 

 

What did the students enjoy most? 
The poem and speaking in front of the class. 

 

Going on the Internet and researching my topic. 
 

Doing my talk. It was challenging and  

I found out more about Haiku poems. 
 

The play and the reading because I can express  

myself and interact with other people in the play. 

 

Practicing my speech over and over and 

over and getting a little bit better each time. 

 

Eating shared lunch and watching other people 

doing their speeches, talks and poems. 

Being able to speak more fluently 

and loud, and having lots of fun. 

 

Doing my speech. It was challenging and we  

had to do a lot of research for our speech plan.  

On the day we had to do it to Mrs Marsh I felt  

proud of myself. I thought I did well. 

 

Learning new things about Speech  

and Drama like telephoning. 

 

Sharing what we had learnt with  

(assessor) Mrs Marsh and parents. 

 

Having a performance day and doing telephoning. 

 

How Margriet taught us and gave us constructive criticism so 

that you weren’t discouraged or put down. It was really positive 

and had a big impact on my learning and improvement in 

Speech and Drama. She would always bring out the best and 

important things that we did well. 

 

Watching everyone’s plays, reading and talks 

on performance day. Being given the chance 

to see how good I am at speech by doing the exam. 

Improving my confidence. I am very shy and I have never 

spoken in front of people. Being able to share my ideas with 

other people. Doing my talk because we had different ways 

to show and expand our talk in different ways. 

 

Helping me get more confidence speaking to an audience. 

Also, it helped my memory because it is hopeless. 

 

The telephoning because I had to think on my  

feet which is something I really enjoy. 
 

Doing my talk because I wasn’t nervous as I was  

at the start and because the teacher was proud of me  

and so was I. And I knew all my lines for the play. 
 

Watching everyone and giving feedback. I could  

see what other people were doing and I could  

give feedback and it showed me what things I could do. 

 

And what would they do differently? 
We could have more time to talk about our talks.  

Rather than three minutes for our talk we  

could have four minutes. 

 

Let some people choose what they want to do  

like a poem or a play, or their very own poem. 

 

If there were classes that kids and adults  

could take to get better at saying speeches. 

 

Add greetings and how are you and a huge farewell  

at the end and “Hope the rest of your day is excellent.” 

 

Work more separately so that we can have more  

practice without other people interrupting. 

 

Sometimes we could have days when we just work on speaking 

clearly or do activities that help us pump up our voices. 

 

I would love it if the tutor stopped telling me  

to go slower because it was really frustrating. 

 

Maybe give us an improvisation instead of a play. 

 

I would prefer more practice to build up my confidence more.  

 

More small activities instead of long term  

items; mini activities like games. 

 

Doing two things one week and the other two the next week 

because I want to have equal time for everything. 

 
 

 

 

 
I don’t think we should change anything. I like it just the way it is.  

I had a good team, a nice clear voice and a good speech altogether. 
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Review of Oral 
Communication syllabus 
This syllabus is being revised prior 

to a reprint. Speech New Zealand 

welcomes suggestions from 

practitioners in the field, so if you 

have any ideas, suggestions or 

points that need clarification we 

would be very pleased to receive 

them.  

 

Please send your comments to 

Helen Balch at lye@paradise.net.nz 

by 1 August 2015. 

 

 

Builders as an audience 
Earlier this year, during a Speech 

NZ Wellington examination tour, 

one unfortunate candidate, through 

no fault of her own, was left without 

an audience. She was waiting to 

present her material for Grade 8 in 

Public Speaking. 

 

The candidate, Justina Koh from 

Samuel Marsden College, had 

developed two very effective 

speeches under the tutelage of 

Barbara Laurenson. She was well-

prepared to present her work to 

examiner Melda Townsley. 

 

Examination supervisor Stephanie 

Lambert noted the lack of an 

audience. Quick as a flash and 

without time to don her cape and 

secret agent mask Stephanie was up, 

through the doors of Speech New 

Zealand and down the hall to a very 

unsuspecting group of builders. 

Thankfully these chaps were more 

than happy to down tools once they 

realised the gravity of the situation. 

They were treated to some fine 

public speaking. 

 

Result: the building work got done 

(eventually), and Justina achieved a 

thoroughly deserved Honours Plus. 
 Bill Carpenter 

 Speech NZ Marketing Manager 

 

 

Oral Communication 
Assistance Fund: 
call for donations 

The Trustees of Speech New 

Zealand are aware of students, 

especially at lower decile schools, 

who need some financial support to 

pay for the fees for Oral 

Communication assessments. 

 

Every year, when the examination 

fees for the following year are set 

by the Board, an attempt is made to 

keep all fees, but especially the fees 

for Oral Communication, as 

affordable as possible – but the fees 

are still a barrier preventing some 

students from gaining a formal 

qualification from Speech New 

Zealand. They also miss out on the 

huge value of an accredited assessor 

from outside of their school 

providing a report on their 

performance. 

 

Heather Salmon, a previous Chair 

of the Board of Speech NZ, started 

the Oral Communication Assistance 

Fund as her farewell gift when she 

retired from the Board. Now the 

Trustees of Speech NZ would like 

other supporters of the Board to 

follow her example. As in all 

fundraising, the amounts donated do 

not have to be large; a few dozen 

donations of $50 each could make a 

big difference to the lives of young 

people. 

 
Speech New Zealand is a registered 

charity. Donations to the Oral 

Communication Assistance Fund 

are eligible for tax credits. 

Typically, this means that for every 

$30 you donate, you can complete a 

simple form, and Inland Revenue 

will deposit $10 into your bank 

account. Now if that is not another 

good motivation to make a 

donation! 

 
The most painless way to do this is 

to set Speech NZ up as a payee on 

your Internet banking page. The 

account number is  

02 0500 0580136 00. 
 

Please use the following when you 

make an Internet donation:  

 

Particulars: OCAssistance 

Code:  Donation 

Reference: Your name 
 

Then send a quick email to Maureen 

Gray at info@speechnz.co.nz to let 

her know what you have done, so 

that she can send you a donation 

receipt for tax purposes. To make it 

even easier to claim back 33.3% of 

our donation from IRD, just click 

here to open the 2015 Tax Credit 

Claim Form:  

 

http://tinyurl.com/oxpcmsz  

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 

 Examination syllabuses 

 Code of Ethics for Speech NZ 

 Replacement Certificates 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Grades badges 

 Examination fees 

 Story telling in public speaking 

 Previous editions of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Becoming an examiner 

 Success stories of alumni 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Background of Speech NZ Trustees 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy 

 Examination schedules 

 Following Speech NZ on Twitter 

 Theory papers from previous years 

 Tailor-made professional speaking 

short courses for businesses 

 Poetry resources 

 

 

mailto:lye@paradise.net.nz
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
http://tinyurl.com/oxpcmsz
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chair of Examinations, Speech NZ 

 

My student is presenting a drama 
which aims to show how much her 
grandfather has influenced her. She 

talks to the international dean and 
international club about her grandfather 
and then illustrates his traits by acting out 
her grandfather. 
 

Pauline Douglas, our OCESOL advisor, answers as 

follows: The drama you suggest with the theme of 

how much her grandfather has influenced her would be 

perfect. The candidate is using her own experience of the 

influence of a loved family member. How moving the 

drama will be! 

 

In Speech and Drama Grade 6 Module 
3 Literature my students are 
wondering if the devised piece for 

Section 2 can be done as a group or if it 
must be solo. 

 
 It is perfectly acceptable for a group to present 

separate talks and then a joint presentation for 

Section 2. However, is it important to note that in 

Section 2 the work presented must relate to the talk 

given, therefore it must relate to an aspect covered by 

each participant. As long as this can be achieved then 

there is no problem. For instance at Grade 8 level, I have 

seen different, but complementary, talks given by two 

candidates on the works of Chekhov and then a shared 

scripted piece which illustrated different aspects 

appropriate to each talk. 

 
In Public Speaking ASB Performance 
and Teaching, Module 3, Section 2: 
Speaking for or against a motion, 

would you please  
(a) clarify the timing for this section and 
 

(b) explain if the candidate should conclude 
by ‘putting the motion’. 
 

 (a) The timing allowed for this is two minutes for 

preparation and five minutes speaking time. This is 

to allow time for candidates to convey their reasons for 

supporting or negating the motion and to deal with any 

resulting heckling. However, do be aware that the five 

minutes is a maximum – sometimes a shorter time may 

be perfectly applicable. There is no sense continuing 

once specific points, supported by reasons, have been 

made. 

(b) It is important that in their opening students clarify 

that they rise to speak for or against the motion. 

Similarly, at the end students need to have a firm and 

appropriate conclusion, such as a brief summary of 

reasons and restating of their position. The Learning 

Criteria do not specifically cover this, although at 

Diploma level it would be assumed that an opening and 

closing would be included in “Structure content and use 

logical argument”. The key is what might/should happen 

in a real situation. Therefore, particularly if the candidate 

chooses to negate the motion, they would not end by 

putting the motion. 
 

ASB Speech and Drama Performance, 
Module 2 Section 1: Perform a 
character from a Shakespeare play. 

Can two candidates perform two characters 
in a scene? Would the time allowed be 
extended? Or does it have to be a 
monologue? In this case I was thinking of 
Helena and Hermia from A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream.  
 

 As with all characterisation sections of Speech 

New Zealand Speech and Drama, this may be 

presented by more than one candidate. The time would 

be doubled for two candidates working together, or 

trebled if there were three candidates. 

 

Speech NZ on Twitter at @SpeechNZ 
Speech NZ now has 371 followers on Twitter and it is 

following just over a thousand organisations and 

individuals with an interest in speech, drama, public 

speaking and other aspects of oral communication. It is 

a place where teachers and examiners can find and share 

useful resources, or ask for guidance. A recent 

@SpeechNZ tweet provides a link to the TeachersFirst 

website and an article on working with gifted and 

talented students. There is a link to the Speech 

Communication Association and its Professional 

Development programme for Palmerston North in 

October 2015. There are also links to information on the 

Speech NZ website such as the special offer for 

Communicating in Leadership examination fees. It is a 

place where speech teachers can celebrate the success of 

their students with photos, and keep up with their past 

students. They can connect with actors, NZ theatres, 

other speech and drama teachers, producers of teaching 

resources, the NZ Teachers’ Council, TEDTalks, and 

journalists. Give it a try!

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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Jacob Brown: motivated to outstanding 
achievements by Oral Communication 

 

In Year 7 and 8, English was Jacob Brown’s least favourite 

subject. This all changed for this student from Apirama 

College in Invercargill with his participation in the Speech 

NZ Oral Communication Junior Assessment in September 

2010. He found that he had an aptitude for demonstrations 

and story-telling and gained a Highly Commended. On the 

strength of this change in attitude, Jacob was also awarded 

a scholarship to help with school fees for the remainder of 

his time at Aparima College. Fueled by this success, he 

started improving other areas of his academic life, gaining 

first-in-class grades in Mathematics, Computing and 

English. He looked forward to the challenge of the Speech 

NZ Intermediate Oral Communication assessment and was 

rewarded with Distinction in November 2011. 

 
Speech NZ gave Jacob the confidence to speak in front of 

strangers, and, in Year 9, he joined the Fair Trade 

Committee and spoke about it in a school assembly. He 

also took a lead role in the school’s haka, even losing his 

voice after one particularly emotional performance. Since 

the turning point, aged 13, Jacob has regularly gained 

Merits at prize giving, played lead roles in school 

productions, been a rugby coach since 2013, and became 

Deputy Head Boy in 2015. His most recent achievements 

include being headhunted for the Students against 

Dangerous Driving (SADD) National Executive 

Committee, and winning a place on Outward Bound for 

October 2015. In terms of leadership, he is the manager of 

a Young Enterprise Company which recently took out 

second place in a regional Dragon’s Den competition.  

 
Jacob is a role model to younger students and participates 

in buddy Reading and Mathematics tutoring. Riverton’s 

Youth Coordinator was so impressed with Jacob’s behavior 

that she made a jacket stating “Encouraging Positive 

Behaviour” for him to wear around town.  

 
Surely all this will stand him in good stead to follow his 

career plan of taking a Bachelor of Criminal Justice at 

Canterbury University and then entering the Police Force. 
 

Carla Garcia and Gabriel Morales: 
success after completing 

Professional Speaking for Migrants 

New and emerging start-up businesses have flourished in 

Rotorua over the past year and are being nurtured to 

achieve their full potential in the Rotorua X Incubate 

programme. 

 

The initiative, sponsored by Grow Rotorua, Waiariki 

Institute of Technology and Mark Copeland Lawyer, sees 

start-up businesses go through a 12 week mentor 

programme to equip them with the skills and knowledge to 

achieve their business goals. 

 

Of the 18 applicants for the 2015 programme, nine were 

selected based on their growth potential. Participants are 

mentored through modules ranging from marketing to 

employment law, tax, web design, sales strategies and 

governance. 

 

Two immigrants from Argentina who did the Speech NZ 

Professional Speaking for Migrants course in Rotorua were 

part of this programme. Gabriel Morales and Carla Garcia 

own Toro Sports Management, a business that facilitates 

overseas placements for talented rugby players from New 

Zealand, and South American and other countries. 

 

Gabriel said: "The incubate programme is a fantastic 

opportunity to learn business skills which I needed to 

acquire to ensure I was up to the challenge our business is 

bringing. The programme has been filling out all the gaps 

we have in terms of business knowledge and it has given us 

insight into a lot of areas." 

 

For her Speech NZ Professional Speaking examination, 

Carla’s talk was an explanation of the business of Toro 

Sports Management to the members of the Board of a 

Rugby Union. She gained a Distinction. 

Source: Rotorua Daily Post, 11 June 2015 

Carla Garcia and Gabriel Morales, owners of Toro Sports 

Management, celebrating his New Zealand citizenship. 

http://www.rotoruadailypost.co.nz/
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Congratulations to high-performing 
Speech New Zealand scholarship recipients 

 
Following the article highlighting some of the 2014 

Speech NZ scholarships in the March 2015 Clipboard, 

Speech NZ celebrates the success of the following 

scholarship recipients and wishes them well for future 

endeavours. A table of all 2014 scholarship recipients 

was also published in the March 2015 Clipboard. 

 

Gertrude Yeo (Wanganui, Annette Mulligan) 
– Speech and Drama Grade Five Jillian 
Carpenter Scholarship 

Gertrude (15) has been 

studying drama for six 

years. Her speech and 

drama teacher is Annette 

Mulligan. Gertrude, 

originally from Singapore, 

is a Year 10 boarder 

studying at St Dominic’s 

College in Wanganui.  She 

is also interested in netball, 

studies piano (Grade 2), 

reading, cooking, singing, sewing and craft. 

 

Rebecca Colby (Rotorua, Gabrielle 
Thurston) – Speech and Drama Grade 
Seven 

Rebecca is a multiple 

scholarship winner this year 

– Speech and Drama Grade 

Seven and Geyser 

Community Foundation. She 

is Head Girl at John Paul 

College and has been 

studying drama under the 

direction of Gabrielle 

Thurston for the past nine 

years. Additionally, she does 

jazz dance and plays water-

polo (attending the A grade national competition). 

Rebecca plans to study Law at Victoria University of 

Wellington in 2015. Speech and Drama has offered 

Rebecca “the opportunity to first gain confidence and 

then to further my knowledge of literature and skills in 

public speaking, an invaluable tool for life.” 

 

The Geyser Community Foundation Scholarship, which 

funds examination fees for Rotorua students to sit their 

Associate of Speech NZ, is sponsored by Dr Margriet 

Theron. Four scholarships were awarded this year: 

Rebecca Colby, Cayley Nel, Zoe Spence (all students of 

Gabrielle Thurston), and Rebecca Jenkin (student of 

Jennifer Wicks). 

 

Georgia Ryder (Dunedin, Mary Flaherty) – 
Speech and Drama Grade Eight 

Georgia is currently 

studying towards a degree 

in musical theatre at the 

National Academy of 

Singing and Dramatic Arts 

in Christchurch, and 

believes that she would not 

have been accepted for this 

prestigious course without 

her Speech and Drama 

study. Georgia speaks 

highly of studying under 

Speech NZ: “Through the 

Speech NZ examinations I was able to expand my 

knowledge and skills in speech and drama. This benefits 

all aspects of my life.” She notes the impact Speech and 

Drama training has had on her confidence and public 

speaking skills. Speech and Drama has helped Georgia 

to “follow my dream of becoming a working actor as 

well as setting me up with essential skills for life.” 

 

Jesse Matheson (Dunedin, Mary Flaherty) – 
Public Speaking and Communication Grade 
Seven 

Jesse was a Year 13 

student at Kavanagh 

College, Dunedin in 2014. 

He achieved Honours Plus 

in all three modules of the 

Grade 7 Pubic Speaking 

examination. He began 

studying Public Speaking 

in Year 9 when he first 

began debating. Debating 

developed his confidence, 

and public speaking 

taught him essential techniques for speech-making 

about different subjects and in different contexts. Jesse 

believes that Public Speaking has taught him to 

articulate his ideas clearly and concisely.  

 

In 2015, Jesse is studying towards a Bachelor of Law 

conjoint with Bachelor of Science at the University of 

Otago. He is continuing his study towards his ASB in 

Public Speaking and Communication (Performance). 
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Katie Quirke-Luping (Hutt Valley, Cecily 
Archer), Public Speaking and 
Communication Grade Eight 

Katie has been studying 

Public Speaking for over 

ten years and she won 

the Public Speaking and 

Communication Grade 

Eight award in 2014, 

and was nominated for 

the Excellence on the 

Use of Language and 

Expression award. She 

is a Prefect and Head of 

Hansell House at 

Chilton St James. She is 

highly involved in 

debating, choir, 

volleyball, cricket, 

soccer, dragon boating, 

and hockey. Highlights of these involvements include 

captaining the Prem A Debating Team, co-coaching the 

Prem B Debating team, being part of the Chilton St 

James Music Academy, and captaining the 1
st
 XI 

hockey team. She is finishing her Advanced Associate 

in Public Speaking and Communication in 2015, with 

only one practical module still to sit. A highlight of her 

recent speech study was the analysis of Betty Friedan’s 

speech “A woman’s civil right.” 

 

Una Ewert Scholarships 

Una Ewert Scholarship is awarded to Rotorua 

recipients. In 2014, the Junior scholarship was awarded 

to Olivia Temm (student of Gabrielle Thurston) and the 

Senior scholarship was awarded to Eliot Fenton, former 

Head Boy at Rotorua Boy’s High School (also a student 

of Gabrielle Thurston). 

 

Aimee Penman (Wellington, Pauline 
Prendergast), Nikau Foundation 
Scholarship 

Aimee has been studying 

Speech and Drama since 

Year Five. She is 

currently a Year 13 

student at Sacred Heart 

College in Lower Hutt.  

She has achieved highly in 

Speech and Drama and 

has been awarded 

Honours Plus on various 

occasions. She says 

“speech training has given 

me the ability to think quickly on my feet” and that she 

has developed confidence and various drama and public 

speaking skills over her years of study. 

 

The Nikau Foundation Scholarship funds further Speech 

and Drama study. Aimee is studying towards her ASB 

in Speech and Drama. The Nikau Foundation is a 

community foundation in Wellington, similar to the 

Geyser Community Foundation in Rotorua.  

Kimberley Palmer (Christchurch, Helen 
Balch), Helen O’Neill Trophy 

Kimberley is 

pictured with 

Sister Leonie, 

the sponsor of 

the Helen 

O’Neill Trophy. 

Kimberley was 

the highest 

achiever in 

Canterbury in 

her Advanced 

ASB Teaching 

examination and 

believes this has 

positively impacted her studies. She is currently training 

to become a secondary school teacher and uses the 

skills and confidence she gained from sitting her ASB 

to enhance her interactions with large groups of young 

and energetic students and their parents. Kimberley also 

uses her teaching skills to help her students confidently 

express their ideas in front of their peers.  

 

Harry Poland (Upper Hutt, Pauline 
Prendergast) Jill Walker Award for 
Excellence in the Use of Language and 
Expression 

Harry is a Year 11 

student at St Patrick’s 

College, Silverstream. 

He began taking Public 

Speaking and 

Communications lessons 

with Pauline Prendergast 

offered through his 

school in 2014. He 

competed in the Junior 

Prepared Speech for the 

O’Shea Shield mid-2014 

“a fantastic experience” according to Harry. He is 

continuing his studies with Pauline Prendergast this 

year as he enjoys giving speeches. As he is considering 

career options such as a journalist or news reporter he is 

eager to develop his public speaking skills further. This 

year he is also giving debating a go. Harry is also an 

avid middle distance runner and enjoys pursuing this in 

his spare time. 
  

 Rebecca McMenamin 

 Speech NZ Trustee 
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A eulogy for Prue Neild 
by Gabrielle Thurston, Chair of the Board of Speech NZ 

 
The funeral of Prue Neild was held on 6 May 2015 at the St Columba’s Presbyterian Church in Havelock North. 

 

Prue was appointed as a Speech New Zealand Performance examiner in 2005. Prior to this she worked as a Speech 

New Zealand Assessor of Oral Communication and as a theory examiner. She had over 20 years of experience as an 

English teacher, including the adjudication of speech competitions, debates, and drama competitions. She was actively 

involved with the Speech Communication Association since 1970, particularly between the years of 1977 and 1985 

when she was on the SCA Council. She adjudicated at competitions in Hawera, Manawatu, and Napier in the late 

1980s and the early 1990s. In 1976 she was employed by the Department of Education as a School Certificate marker. 

 

Prue had a continuing interest in the development of good communication skills and a lively interest in literature in its 

various forms. She was a Fellow of Trinity College. 

 

The eulogy below was written by her friend and colleague of many years, Gabrielle Thurston, Chair of the Board of 

Speech New Zealand, and delivered at Prue’s funeral by Judith Bartlett. 

 

 

 

Dearest Prue 

 

It is with much sadness that I cannot 

be with you today to acknowledge a 

much loved and highly respected 

colleague of the New Zealand 

speech and drama fraternity. We are 

indebted to our colleague and your 

dear friend Judith for expressing our 

sympathy today and sharing this 

message with your family and 

friends. 

 

Prue, you were held in such high 

regard as an examiner, mentor and 

long time friend of Speech New 

Zealand. With you came the total 

package, displaying at all times the 

qualities expected of an examiner – 

and much more. 

 

Prue, you always displayed 

empathy, compassion and 

understanding which came from 

your many years as a trained 

teacher, counsellor, chaplain and 

friend to many.  

 

You related so easily to the 

candidates presenting in front of 

you with your intelligence, humour 

and sharp wit always to the fore 

front. Your skills and subject 

knowledge were vast and varied and 

you were always understanding of 

the candidates’ opinions. 

 

Prue, you were totally committed to 

the value of communication for all 

New Zealanders, both young and 

old, and your support and 

commitment to the Board’s vision 

to empower our nation to 

communicate was greatly valued.  

 

Today we bid you farewell knowing 

you are resting in safe and gentle 

hands. Leave us knowing you will 

forever have our respect and utmost 

admiration as a much loved 

colleague and a very dear friend. 

 

God bless you. 

 
 

 
The St Columba’s Havelock North Presbyterian Church decided on the evening of 5 May 2015, the day before Prue 

Neild’s funeral, to recognise her posthumously as an Elder Emerita of the church.  

 

In a message to the parish, the Reverend Roger Gillies said that the true value of a life is not measured by its length, 

but rather by the depth of its relationships. She was a committed and highly active member of the congregation. Prue 

had been a key person in the congregation’s survival, development, growth, and success.
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Speech NZ scholarship winner honours the Fallen 
 

On Anzac morning, 25 April 2015, Jacqueline Caisley, 

who won the Speech NZ Grade 6 Public Speaking 

scholarship in 2013, addressed 2,000 people who had 

gathered in Takapuna, Auckland to commemorate the 

centenary of the landing of the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps at Gallipoli, Turkey.  

 

Jacqueline entitled her speech “Women healing the 

Great War.” She was invited to be guest speaker as she 

was runner-up of the Auckland region of the ANZ 

RSA Cyril Basset VC speech competition.  

 

For her speech, Jacqueline chose to honour the bravery 

and service of the New Zealand war nurses who gave 

their lives for the freedom of their countries. She 

spoke about the often unmentioned and forgotten role 

played by women in the First World War.  

 

Her empowering speech has inspired a number of 

nurses to come forward and acknowledge Jacqueline’s 

testament. 

 

Jacqueline is a Year 12 student at Westlake Girls High 

School. 

 

 

Joan Winifred Carruthers 1919-2014 
 

It is with much sadness that I report on the passing of 

one of Speech New Zealand’s Distinguished Associates. 

 
Mrs Carruthers, Mrs C or Joan was extremely well 

known to generations of children who sat Speech and 

Drama examinations throughout Wellington. She was 

the Wellington Local Secretary for Speech NZ for many 

years and also took responsibility for the training and 

development of other Local Secretaries. This meant that 

all information going back to the Board was not only 

correct; it was also received exceptionally quickly.  

 
Joan was made a Distinguished Associate of the Board 

in 1999 for services to the Board and for the immense 

contribution she had made to Speech New Zealand over 

many years. 

 

Joan was a baker of exceptional ability. Amongst her 

repertoire of award winning produce, she was 

particularly highly regarded for her Melting Moments 

with passion fruit filling. Her exceptional baking was 

also known to travel regularly with her over the Tasman 

when she went to visit family in Australia. 
 

Joan was an outstandingly generous lady who would 

very kindly inform the paper boy of the time that boys 

who only delivered papers to the letterbox did not get 

freshly baked cakes in summer or hot lamb chops in 

winter. This is something for which I will be forever 

grateful. 
 

Joan is survived by her son Graeme who acts as Speech 

NZ’s legal advisor, his family, and numerous family 

members in Australia. 
 Bill Carpenter 

 Marketing Manager, Speech NZ 

 
 

 

Leadership and learning are 

indispensable to each other.  
John F Kennedy 

Feedback is the 

breakfast of champions. 
Ken Blanchard 

Innovation distinguishes between 

a leader and a follower. 
Steve Jobs 

Leaders aren’t born, 

they are made. 
Vince Lombardi 
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Feedback on ClipBoard 
Please pass on my congratulations to Margriet as editor and to 

the contributors to the latest edition of Clipboard. It was most 

enjoyable to read the tributes and the descriptions of the ways 

in which Speech New Zealand has influenced so many lives 

over the past 50 years. 

 

I value hugely my involvement in Speech New Zealand for 

most of its fifty years - my children sat the examinations, I 

taught the syllabus, I helped design the first OCESOL 

syllabus (and was jointly responsible for the name!), and 

finally had the pleasure of being a Trustee. 

 

It has been a delight to watch Speech New Zealand thrive and 

now to see that you all look set to enrich many lives for many 

years to come. 

 Beverly Fairfax 

 

 

MindPlus celebration 
At the end of two full days of assessments by Claire 

Marsh of Speech NZ (left) it was time to celebrate the 

end of the Oral Communication course for 2015 at 

MindPlus Rotorua. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer of the New Zealand Centre 

for Gifted Education, Deb Walker (second from left), 

had flown up from Wellington to attend part of what the 

students had called their Performance Day. Sue Bufton 

(third from left) is the specialist gifted education Lead 

Teacher of MindPlus Rotorua. Forty-one gifted children 

between seven and ten years of age from nine primary 

schools in and around Rotorua attend classes at 

MindPlus one day per week to further develop their gifts 

and talents. Their ability to not only complete 

fascinating projects but also to present their information 

and results to an audience was developed by their Oral 

Communication teacher, Dr Margriet Theron (right). 

 

The students accepted the challenge of presenting their 

talks, plays, poems and readings in front of an audience 

that included their whole MindPlus class, teachers, 

parents, grandparents, siblings, and volunteers who had 

come in to help with costume changes. 

 

To end the course, Margriet went back to MindPlus 

during the week following the assessment days to 

discuss the students’ Speech NZ reports with them: what 

had they done particularly well and what valuable advice 

had Mrs Marsh given them. There will no doubt be 

further celebrations when their beautiful Speech NZ 

certificates and their Oral Communication badges arrive. 
 

 
 

ClipBoard 
Editor: Margriet Theron 

theronm@yahoo.com 
 

With thanks to the contributors: 

 
Bill Carpenter, Gabrielle Thurston, Helen Balch, Jacob 

Brown, Lynne Grove, Meredith Caisley, NZ Centre for 

Gifted Education, Pam Logan, Rebecca McMenamin, and 

the MindPlus Rotorua students: Alexa, Amber, Andrew, 

April, Armani, Autumn, Caitlin, Christopher, Cole, Cole, 

Eliza, Eric, Gabriel, Georgia, Hannah, Hollie, Jack, Jared, 

Jonathan, Joshua, Latisha, Lauren, Luke, Matthew, 

Miyume, Patrick, Rebecca, Riley, Ronan, Rōpata, Ryder, 
Seiya, Sophie, Stephanie, Takakopiri, Talia, and Zara.  

 

 

Contact us 

 

Speech New Zealand 
 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 

Thorndon, Wellington 

 

 

PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 

New Zealand 

Phone: 04 498 9660 

 

Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 

Twitter: @speechnz 

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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