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Message from the Chair of Speech NZ 
I am humbled and privileged to hold the office of Chair of 

Speech New Zealand in this our 50
th

 year. In taking on the 

Chair I stand on the shoulders of so many wonderful Board 

members and committed administrators: from the insightful 

founders of our wonderful organisation, to those who have 

seen it through some tough times, to all those who now carry 

the flag of 50 years so proudly. 
 

However it is the dedicated teachers to whom we owe so 

much. From the outset teachers have fully supported Speech 

New Zealand’s vision to have an examining body that truly 

reflects the needs of New Zealand students and equips them 

for whatever their future holds in New Zealand or overseas. 

What has developed is an organisation that fully supports and 

encourages excellence in teaching along with offering 

candidates that opportunity to strive and succeed in a wide 

range of skills. 
 

The fact that our examiners are also practitioners is a huge 

benefit: they understand the challenges that teachers are 

constantly meeting, they understand the needs of candidates 

and they understand that need to be constantly encouraging 

and providing the next steps for development. 

I have just returned from an examining tour and it was exciting 

to see so many enthusiastic candidates sitting modules of 

teaching diplomas. I know this is also reflected in other areas. 

It may only be a small proportion of these candidates who 

continue on to teach Speech NZ syllabuses. However, as 

attested by the many success stories in this ClipBoard, 

candidates who have worked through Speech NZ have gone on 

to contribute on the world stage and in New Zealand and to 

become articulate, valued citizens within their communities. 

 

With our dedicated Board members and administrators; the 

excellence in teaching; and the enthusiasm in candidates for 

performing and for the other wonderful life skills they are 

learning, I see that the future of Speech New Zealand is in 

good hands.  

 

A heartfelt thank you to our founding members and to the 

many who continue to contribute to Speech New Zealand in so 

many ways. 

 
 Pam Logan 

  Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ 
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Over more than 20 years since 1990 every 

examiner, local secretary, speech teacher and 

trustee of Speech NZ knew about the sterling work 

that first Ted White and then also Heather White 

did on behalf of the organisation to which they 

were passionately committed. Ted invariably called 

himself “The Servant of the Board” at meetings of 

the Trustees. But we all knew about the leadership 

that he provided in the National Office for every 

aspect of the activities of Speech NZ. The Board is 

delighted to honour Ted and Heather during the 50
th

 

Anniversary of celebrations of Speech NZ – a 

celebration that coincides with their 50
th

 wedding 

anniversary. Here are just a few of their memories. 

 

 ClipBoard Editor 

Memories from sterling 
“Servants of the Board” 

 

Ted’s early memories 

I was recruited by the Board late in 1990, during a very busy 

examination schedule. As the first Director I was also the only 

member of the National Office staff! The former 

administrative assistant had left six weeks earlier and the 

Wellington local secretary was acting as stand-in. 

 

The office was on a mezzanine floor of the old World Trade 

Centre in Cuba Street and there I was, with a swag of 

incomprehensible hand-written entry forms and a phone list of 

people I knew not but who would “give me advice”. 
 

My initial brief was to get the administration into shape and 

my experience in banking and IT proved an advantage. Also 

my background in Public Speaking and amateur theatre gave 

me some empathy. The office was cramped and Board 

meetings were held in a dingy storeroom. 

 

I learned quickly. I also gained an office assistant and when 

our lease expired found better premises at 69 Molesworth 

Street as sub-tenants of the main tenants, the BNZ. I was 

joined by Heather when our office assistant, Pamela Cooper, 

fell ill. Heather arrived in 1994 after 10 years in the travel 

industry to help out with the August theory exams - on a 

temporary basis. She finally retired as Manager in 2010 after 

16 years with SNZ. I had already made a stroke-forced 

departure in 2004. 

 

Move to Molesworth House 

The present premises in Molesworth House were acquired 

when ‘69’ was sold. A sub-lease oversight by the sellers let 

me negotiate substantial financial advantages to cover our 

shift, the office layout, decor and the first year’s rental! 

Sharon Foley joined us to handle Supplementary Days 

examinations and accounting, as well as her role as 

Wellington’s local secretary. 

 

We were both continually impressed by the skill and 

dedication demonstrated by the Board members, the 

examiners and local secretaries. Candidates received support 

and encouragement, while teachers were always able to get 

help on the finer points of syllabus interpretation. 

 

During our time candidate numbers increased, with the 

Supplementary Days and Oral Assessments, after efficient 

marketing by local secretaries. Our market competition is 

Trinity College of London, which sends examiners from the 

UK, frequently coinciding with Board examination schedules. 

Indeed, many teachers teach from the syllabi of both 

organisations although the Speech NZ indigenous syllabus 

content in my view takes the edge. 

 

New syllabuses and a name change 

As some local secretaries retired we merged a couple of 

examination areas to provide economies of scale and effort. 

After much research the Board introduced the OCESOL (Oral 

Communication in English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

syllabus and later changed the emphasis of the Vocational 

Speaking Syllabus. The Board also decided to change its 

name to Speech New Zealand to emphasise the indigenous 

objectives of its work. I am flattered that it still uses the tag 

line which I contributed of “Helping our Nation to 

Communicate”. 

 

Overall, the Whites contributed thirty years to Speech New 

Zealand’s operations. Occasionally we note successful 

students who are now in the public eye; we applaud the Board 

for its contribution to their success. 

 

We wish it well for another half-century, as we too celebrate 

our 50
th

 wedding anniversary during the same month. 

 

Best wishes to you all 

 

Heather and Ted White 
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Above left: Meredith Caisley (Speech NZ trustee and examiner), Stephanie Caisley (Speech NZ local secretary for Auckland), 

Elle Crump with her Licentiate in the Teaching of Speech and Drama, and Margaret Lilly, Elle’s teacher. 

 

Above right: Lindsay Nash, long-standing Speech New Zealand examiner, helps Meredith Caisley to cut the 50
th

 Anniversary 

cake. 

  Photos: Peter Lewis 

 

50th Anniversary celebration in Auckland 

Celebration and storytelling 

The two Auckland Speech New Zealand centres combined for 

the celebration of our Golden Jubilee.  

 

It was decided to host the afternoon tea party at the home of 

Meredith Caisley, Speech New Zealand trustee and examiner. 

All of the region’s speech and drama teachers who enrol 

students on Speech New Zealand examinations were invited.  

 

Meredith’s granddaughter Emma Caisley delights in home 

decoration and floral arrangements and she reveled in turning 

the entertaining areas into an enchanting blue and gold fantasy 

which set the mood for the guests. 
 

Miraculously the storm clouds rolled away allowing the sun to 

shine throughout the whole golden celebration. 

Licentiate for Elle Crump  

After welcoming everyone, Meredith was proud to be able to 

present a Licentiate in the Teaching of Speech and Drama to 

Elle Crump who is a North Shore student of Margaret Lilly, a 

long-standing supporter of Speech New Zealand.  
 

As the food and beverages flowed, so tongues loosened and all 

the guests demonstrated their communication skills as they 

caught up with colleagues from across the decades.  
 

The celebratory cake (on page one) was cut by examiners 

Lindsay Nash and Meredith Caisley. Empty plates were 

cleared away and the stories started. Story telling is one of our 

critical skills and it was most entertaining to share stories from 

memories of examination experiences from everyone present. 

They all had a tale to tell. Some had several. 

 

 

Elle Crump: “Speech and Drama changed my life” 
 

As I tentatively attended my first lesson 

at the age of seven, I never could have 

imagined that I was about to embark on 

a journey that would span my formative 

years and drastically shape my 

development into adulthood.  

 
Speech and Drama empowers its 

students with the confidence to speak 

out and be heard. It installs a measure of 

eloquence, dignity and self-awareness. 

These traits are invaluable for any 

person, regardless of whether they plan 

to take up a career in Speech and Drama. 

Under the fantastic guidance of my 

teacher, Margaret Lilly, I have spent the 

better part of 15 years exploring the 

versatile world of Speech and Drama. 

Without fail, it has been the highlight of 

my week to stop by for my weekly 

lesson with Margaret, who has not only 

been my teacher, but also my mentor and 

confidant. 
 

While not currently teaching, Speech 

and Drama has given me a versatile set 

of skills, which I have already made use 

of through my studies at the University 

of Auckland. As a future lawyer, I 

believe my verbal skills and confident 

demeanor have set me apart from my 

peers. 
 

I am very pleased to have completed my 

Licentiate. It has taken a great deal of 

hard work, but I am honoured to have 

gained this qualification. 
 

I congratulate Speech New Zealand for 

reaching fifty years. It was a special 

experience to join some very long-

serving members of the Speech NZ 

family to receive my Licentiate 

Diploma. 
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Christabel Burniston MBE, Founder of  

the English Speaking Board 

The very early years:  
Christabel Burniston - a Tour de Force 

 

Nerissa Moore and Melda Townsley 
 

Recognition of wider communication skills 

The arrival of Christabel Burniston in New Zealand was both 

the completion of lengthy planning and the endorsement of 

the early steps taken by Speech NZ, as it is today. 

 

In those days, a group of bold and forward thinking teachers 

felt the need for a New Zealand focused examination system. 

Increasingly students were taught in groups and there was a 

stronger emphasis on communication skills. Examinations 

available in New Zealand at the time recognised performance 

but not wider communication skills nor did they include the 

strengths of New Zealand literature. 

 

The Council of the Association of Teachers of Speech and 

Drama and the New Zealand Speech Board decided to invite 

“someone” to affirm the direction already embarked upon. 

That “someone” was Christabel Burniston, Director of the 

English Speaking Board, now ESB International. These were 

the days of snail mail, Gestetners for copying, slow travel and 

the Christmas holiday shutdown in NZ. Despite these 

challenges, a programme was finally organised and 

confirmed. Christabel Burniston would visit New Zealand as 

part of the English Speaking Board's “Far Eastern Tour”. 

 

Five month visit in 1973 

The year was 1973 and Coidy, as she called herself, would be 

with us for five months from 30 June to 1 November. During 

that time she lectured, demonstrated, met with officials from 

the Department of Education, conducted teachers' and 

examiners' seminars, examined and attended conferences in 

Christchurch and Auckland. Along the way she visited Levin, 

Palmerston North, Hawkes Bay, Wanganui, Hawera, 

Hamilton, Whakatane, Rotorua, Invercargill, Gore, Dunedin 

and Ashburton. She had a few days break in the South Island 

for a little tourist activity. 

 

The whole tour was accomplished with a budget of little more 

than $2,000 - $1,000 from ATSD and $1,000 from the New 

Zealand Speech Board. Some additional funding for lectures 

was received from the Department of Education. This 

exhaustive tour could not have taken place without the 

generosity of so many. As Christabel wrote in her farewell 

message: “I must express deep gratitude for all the kindness 

bestowed on me. This has involved a host of people, too 

numerous to mention, making dozens of hidden sacrifices. 

With antennae out, I know (although my hosts and hostesses 

have remained serene and gracious) that a mass of knotty little 

problems had to be worked out, lessons postponed, children 

cared for, meals magically prepared and produced, hundreds 

of telephone calls so that chauffeuring and transport was 

arranged to ensure that the registered parcel ‘Burniston’ 

arrived at the right place at the right time with clothes on, her 

luggage intact, hair done and with introductions to the 

relevant people. Who can say 'thank you' for all this?” 

 

Confirmation that the NZ Speech Board 
was on track 

She was a superb teacher, a fair and empathetic examiner and 

a visionary who saw the value of communication skills in an 

international context. She helped the Board strengthen and 

expand its early syllabuses, confirming that it was on the right 

track with the scope and diversity of the syllabuses and in 

conducting examinations with groups of candidates and 

audiences. She made lasting friends wherever she went and 

returned to the United Kingdom with reciprocal feelings for 

her New Zealand friends. In a parting message she wrote: 

“Stalwarts might have guessed that when I packed I would 

leave something behind. Well, it is true, I am afraid I have left 

something. But you won't be able to post it either by air or 

surface mail, for it is a very large part of my heart.”
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Chairmen of the  

New Zealand Speech Board 
 

┼ Gordon Hooper 1964-1974 

┼ Rhona Davis 1974-1978 

Jean Knox Gilmer 1978-1980 

┼ Berwyn Gibbons 1980-1982 

Nerissa Moore 1982-1985 

Graeme Carruthers 1985-1987 

Jillian Carpenter 1987-1995 

Melda Townsley 1995-2000 

Heather Salmon 2000-2005 

Claire Marsh 2005-2011 

Pam Logan 2011- 

Jean Knox Gilmer at the age of 24, 

wearing a dress of maize satin with a 

golden train lined with chiffon. See 

p15 for the photo credit.  

Jean Knox Gilmer 
Earliest surviving Chair of the Board 

 

Jean Knox Gilmer recently 

celebrated her 100
th

 birthday. She is 

living in Sprott House in Wellington. 

Jean is a granddaughter of Richard 

Seddon who was New Zealand’s 

longest serving Prime Minister, for 

13 years from 1893. 

 
During World War II, Jean served in 

Cairo with Lady Freyberg who led 

the welfare effort for the NZ troops 

in Egypt. The welfare workers were 

known as the Tuis, part of the NZ 

Women’s War Service Auxiliary. 

 
She is Samuel Marsden Collegiate 

School’s oldest surviving student. 

 
Jean recollected her time on the NZ 

Speech Board when she was visited 

recently by Maureen Gray and Bill 

Carpenter of Speech NZ’s Wellington 

office. She remembers that early Board 

meetings were held in Naenae and often 

involved Board members being made to 

sit on new entrants’ stools, possibly to 

keep them awake and focused. She 

recalls laying down the law with the 

Board from time to time and then 

thinking to herself: "Hold your tongue; 

you're the only one here who is not a 

teacher."  
 

From Naenae the Board meetings 

moved to Boulcott House. In the late 

1970s examiners were shared between 

the Board and the NZ Drama Council 

and it was clear to Jean then that greater 

structure and organisation were needed. 

Syllabus development improved greatly 

and teachers were no longer required to 

provide all the teaching resources. The 

first local secretaries were appointed 

and major strides were taken to ensure 

the Board’s survival. Jean sees an even 

greater need for Speech NZ today as we 

are now starting to develop very clear 

regional differences in our diction. 
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Board of Trustees of Speech New Zealand 
The Trustees of Speech NZ have reason 

to look happy as they provide 

governance and hands-on leadership to 

the organisation as it celebrates its 50
th

 

Anniversary. 
 

The Trustees, from left to right in the 

front row, are: 

 Meredith Caisley from Auckland 

who is also an examiner for Speech 

NZ in all of the syllabuses. She has 

had her own consultancy for over 40 

years and recently retired as a 

Business Communication lecturer at 

the Auckland University of 

Technology. Her particular interest is 

in the training and preparation of 

those in the corporate workforce. 

 Gabrielle Thurston from Rotorua 

who is the Vice-Chairman of the 

Board. She is the Head of Drama at 

John Paul College and operates a 

large private speech communication 

studio Catch a Rising Star. She is a 

Speech NZ examiner, a theatre 

director, and adjudicator at 

Eisteddfods and Competitions 

throughout New Zealand. 

 Pam Logan from Blenheim who is 

the Chairman of the Board. She has 

taught voice, speech, oral 

communication, public speaking, 

drama, acting and directing for over 

35 years. She is a Speech NZ 

examiner and an adjudicator of plays 

and competitions; and Past President 

and a life member of the 

Marlborough Repertory Society and 

the NZ Theatre Federation. 

 Claire Marsh from Morrinsville 

who is the Immediate Past President 

of the Board. She works across NZ 

and in London as teacher, business 

trainer, director, examiner and 

adjudicator in Speech and Drama. 

She is voice coach and tutor in 

Communication at the Holy Cross 

Catholic Seminary in Auckland and 

facilitates presentation skill 

workshops for businesses. 

 

In the back row, from left to right, are: 

 Dr Margriet Theron from Rotorua 

who had a career in science and 

education management. She is the 

Deputy Chair of the Geyser 

Community Foundation and the 

Rotorua Multicultural Council and 

teaches Professional Speaking for 

Migrants courses. She provides 

mentoring to organisations from 

Auckland to Invercargill on how to 

run these courses. 

 Kathryn MacIver from Wellington 

who has worked in senior policy 

roles in the public sector while 

completing her Licentiate in Public 

Speaking. She uses her public 

speaking skills at national and 

international conferences. She has a 

long involvement in managing a 

community group for adults, 

providing leadership and 

administrative support. 

 Helen Balch from Christchurch who 

teaches speech, drama and public 

speaking at St Andrew’s College and 

at her private studio. She is the 

President of the Christchurch 

Competitions Society and convened 

the speech and drama section for 

over 20 years. She is actively 

involved in the local branch of SCA 

and has held various positions on the 

local committee over the years. 

 Continued on page 7 
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Claire Marsh, Immediate Past 

President of Speech New Zealand 
Photo: Michael Otto, NZ Catholic 

The Trustees of Speech New Zealand 
 

 Continued from page 6 

 Pauline Prendergast from 

Wellington who has a large teaching 

practice in primary and secondary 

schools in Wellington and Lower Hutt 

as well as a private speech studio. She 

is a Speech NZ examiner and actively 

involved with Hutt Repertory Theatre 

in directing and acting. She trains the 

readers in her church and adjudicates 

at speech competitions and drama 

festivals. 

 Rebecca McMenamin from 

Wellington who was Head Girl at 

John Paul College in Rotorua before 

becoming a Law and Arts student at 

Victoria University. She became a 

member of the Board after attracting 

the attention of the Trustees when 

awarded a Geyser Community 

Foundation Speech NZ scholarship to 

fund her examination fees. 

 Pauline Douglas from Dunedin who 

was employed until recently by the 

University of Otago College of 

Education as the ESOL Advisor to 

schools for the Otago-Southland 

region. She promotes Speech NZs 

Oral Communication in English for 

Speakers of Other Languages syllabus 

(for which she is an examiner) as an 

excellent tool to enhance both 

confidence and fluency for speakers 

for ESOL, from beginners to 

advanced speakers. 

 

Claire Marsh: Professional Speaking a 
highlight from her time as Chairman 

First trustee from outside of 

Wellington 

Claire Marsh served as the Chairman 

of the Board of Speech New Zealand 

from 2005 to 2011.  

 

Her connection with what was then 

called the NZ Speech Board arose 

when she was serving on the Council 

of the Speech Communication 

Association. She was invited to join 

the Board of Speech NZ in the 

capacity of Speech Communication 

Association representative. In 1997 

she resigned from the Council of SCA 

and was elected as a trustee onto the 

Board of Speech NZ - the first trustee 

from an area outside of Wellington. 

 

In the footsteps of  

Heather Salmon 

When Heather Salmon resigned from 

the Board in 2005 Claire stepped into 

the role of Chairman. Claire says of 

her predecessor: “Heather, with her 

professional experience in business 

management as well as her passion as 

a teacher entering students for Speech 

NZ examinations, left a legacy of a 

thriving Speech NZ.” 
 

Chance meeting on a plane 

For Claire, one of the highlights of her 

time as Chairman was the 

development of the Professional 

Speaking syllabus. In 2010 an existing 

syllabus was updated and extended to 

three levels: Introductory Certificate, 

Certificate and Diploma. 

 

At this time, Meredith Caisley, flying 

to Wellington for a Board meeting, 

just happened to be sitting next to 

Magila Annandale, Communications 

and Relationships Director of the 

Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs in 

Wellington. They chatted and 

Meredith mentioned that Speech NZ 

was launching a new syllabus relating 

to developing communication skills for 

people in business. Magila could see 

the many advantages for the managers 

working in her Ministry, especially if 

Speech NZ was able to offer the 

training. 
 

A training programme was organised 

with Speech NZ conducting 

workshops at Diploma level for highly 

experienced managers, including 

Magila. Chief Executive Officer Colin 

Tukuitonga attended the training 

course, sharing his extensive 

knowledge and experience. All the 

participants passed the examination 

with some achieving Distinction. 

 

Taking Professional Speaking 
into the future 

Since then, Speech NZ has run a 

similar course for managers and 

lecturers at Waiariki Institute of 

Technology in Rotorua. 

 
The Professional Speaking syllabus 

can form the basis for courses for a 

wide range of students. Margriet 

Theron developed a course for highly 

skilled migrants to grow their clarity 

and confidence in speaking to an 

audience in English. Speech NZ has 

run workshops for speech teachers and 

settlement support organisations on 

running Professional Speaking for 

Migrants courses which have now 

been offered in Rotorua, Auckland and 

Invercargill. Speech NZ is building 

relationships with the NZ Federation 

of Multicultural Councils and with 

English Language Partners to spread 

these courses nationally. The revised 

Professional Speaking syllabus will be 

launched at the 2015 examiners’ 

accreditation seminar.
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From pumping petrol to prosthetist 
 

Professional Speaking helping migrants 

Over the past three years 25 highly skilled migrants whose 

career progression was being held back because they lacked 

confidence and clarity in spoken English have gained a 

Speech NZ Introductory Certificate in Professional Speaking 

by completing a Professional Speaking for Migrants course in 

Rotorua. There have been numerous success stories: a young 

Chinese woman who can now fulfill her dream of becoming a 

kindergarten teacher; a refugee mother and son now much 

better able to contribute to their new country; a geothermal 

scientist now more confident to undertake Maori consultation 

meetings on marae; and new Kiwis who now know what a 

whanau support person does during a job interview, and who 

knows how to answer behavioural questions about their skills 

and experience with confidence. 

 

Life changing for Sandeep Uppal 

Perhaps Sandeep Uppal provides the outstanding example of 

how life-changing a Professional Speaking course can be. 

When he joined the Professional Speaking course he was on a 

Graduate Job Search visa, time was running out, he was 

working as an attendant at a service station, and he was not 

getting interviews at the few places in New Zealand that 

employ prosthetists. For his examination speech, he wanted to 

talk about his two idols: his mother and Mother Teresa. But 

that was not going to help him much in job interviews. He 

was guided towards choosing as his imaginary examination 

audience the parents and students at a Careers Evening at 

Rotorua Boys’ High School. The purpose of his talk was to 

explain to them what a career as a clinical orthotist and 

prosthetist involves. He had to talk in plain English about 

orthotics – the science that deals with the use of specialised 

mechanical devices to support or supplement weakened or 

abnormal joints or limbs - and about prosthetics – the surgical 

specialty concerned with the design, construction and fitting 

of prostheses such as artificial arms or legs. Sandeep 

completed a six-year course in these disciplines in India 

before coming to New Zealand. He also completed a Graduate 

Diploma in Infection Prevention and Control at Waiariki 

Institute of Technology in Rotorua. 
 

Shortly after completing the Professional Speaking course 

Sandeep was appointed as a clinical prosthetist at the 

Wellington Limb Centre which is part of the NZ Artificial 

Limb Service. He said: “The "Professional Speaking course 

helped me a lot. I learned how we need to speak 

professionally and also helped me in my job interview. As a 

clinical prosthetist my job is to interact with patients every 

day and to listen to their problems. For me this is very 

important and the Professional Speaking course gave me 

knowledge about speaking and other related skills. I am 

grateful to Speech NZ for the great opportunity for migrants 

to learn Professional Speaking." 

 
Sandeep is off to Sydney later this year for a professional 

training course and also to Melbourne for the conference of 

the Australian Prosthetics and Orthotics Association. 

 
The Professional Speaking for Migrants course is offered in 

Rotorua by the Rotorua Multicultural Council with funding 

from the Mokoia Community Association.

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 

 

 Syllabuses for all Speech NZ examinations 

 Code of Ethics for Speech NZ 

 Replacement Certificates 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Grades badges and examination fees 

 Previous copies of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Becoming an examiner 

 Success stories of alumni 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Background of Speech NZ trustees 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy and examination schedules 

 Follow Speech NZ on Twitter: @speechnz

 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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Simone is having the time of her life 
 

Simone Miller, a Year 11 student at Gore High School, is 

currently relishing the opportunity of a life time. With a keen 

interest in broadcasting and the desire to peruse a career in this 

field, Simone was looking for opportunities to gain experience 

and skills. This was one of the reasons she begin taking 

Speech and Drama lessons.  
 

Making contact with Darren Ludlow, the manager of Radio 

Southland, proved a winning decision. Simone was offered the 

opportunity to host her own radio show for one hour a week. It 

is called “Not Just Another Radio Show”. The show is aimed 

at teenagers and Simone has been given free reign regarding 

the music she plays and the dialogue she uses.  

 
To the delight of Kymm McPhail, Simone’s speech teacher, 

Darren Ludlow said: “Students taking Speech and Drama 

lessons have a real advantage when hoping for a career in this 

area.”  

 
The Radio Southland website describes her show like this: 

“Listen to life through the mind and words of an Eastern 

Southland teenager destined for big things in the broadcasting 

world. Simone Miller … aims to get into Broadcasting School 

in the next few years. Movie and event reviews, a fresh 

perspective on issues, the latest from the world of social 

networking, and a great mix of music make up an hour of 

radio that is interesting, bubbly and funny.” 

 
“Not Just Another Radio Show” airs from 5.30 to 6.30 pm on 

Wednesdays, and replays from 12 noon to 1.00 pm on 

Saturdays. 

 
While she is still learning the skills of the trade, Simone is 

having a blast. Watch this space! Her radio show is available 

to listen to on podcast at the Radio Southland website: 

http://radiosouthland.org.nz/shows/ 

 

Briony McKenzie: talented and well-organised 
 

Briony McKenzie began her study of 

Speech and Drama at age seven. She 

now appreciates the great opportunities, 

excellent benefits and important range 

of skills this study has provided. She 

says: “To me, Speech and Drama offers 

a variable way of thinking, a different 

way to express myself and a range of 

valuable lifelong skills”. 

 

Briony has always had the goal of one 

day being a qualified Speech and 

Drama teacher. She completed her 

Licentiate in Teaching Speech and 

Drama in 2013 and has spent two years 

teaching under the guidance of Mary 

Flaherty, even running the studio when 

Mary has been away.  

 

Beyond her Speech and Drama studies, 

Briony is completing her final year of a 

double degree in Law (Honours) and a 

Bachelor of Arts in Politics at the 

University of Otago. In the summer of 

2013 she was chosen for a summer 

clerkship in an Auckland law firm and 

has now been offered a graduate 

position for 2015. The confidence and 

communication skills gained through 

Speech and Drama were immensely 

helpful to this application process and 

during her interview for a scholarship to 

study for a semester at the University of 

East Anglia in England.  

 

Her teacher, Mary Flaherty, says: 

“Briony started tuition at my studio at 

the beginning of her University studies. 

She is an absolute natural in every 

aspect of the syllabus but loves poetry 

and drama work and to this end can 

deliver work at an advanced level. She 

researches thoroughly which deepens 

her interpretation of all genres of 

literature. 

 
“Briony has taught a range of students 

in the studio. As a result she has gained 

valuable insight into what is required 

from different syllabi and how to teach 

this to students of varying abilities. She 

relates particularly well to young 

people and the seniors have found her 

ability to assist with career choices 

really helpful. She is very generous 

with her knowledge and has made 

herself available to help some of the 

second year law students. 

 
“Briony is always well organised. 

Recently while I was overseas she ran 

the studio and was able to keep in touch 

each day to let me know how things 

were going. And all the students really 

enjoyed having a lesson from her. 

 
“Briony is a very talented young 

woman with a wide range of abilities. 

Although her future will be in law I 

know that the confidence and skills she 

has gained through her training in 

speech and drama will be a huge benefit 

to her. And should she ever feel like a 

career change she would make a 

wonderful speech and drama teacher”.

http://radiosouthland.org.nz/shows/
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Heather Salmon reminiscing on her time in the Chair 
 

25 years of service 

It was in late 1977 that Rhona Davis 

approached me to ask if I would be 

interested in becoming a trustee for the 

New Zealand Speech Board. Little did I 

know what a journey my hesitant “Yes” 

would take me on. 

 

Over the next 25 years I served on 

almost every committee and built 

relationships with so many wonderful 

people who were in one way or another 

involved with the Board. I will never 

forget the wonderful and enduring 

friendships made with these people. It 

was a privilege to learn and share ideas 

with people who were likewise 

committed to our goal of “Helping our 

Nation to communicate.” 

 

Restructuring, refocussing, 
and more support for 
teachers 

Finally in 2000 I was entrusted with the 

role of Chairwoman, a position I held 

for the ensuing five years. 

 

It’s hard to summarise what was 

achieved during those five years, but 

perhaps I could group our very active 

time under two headings: restructuring 

and refocusing our business, and 

increasing our support for teachers. 

 

We have always been a lean 

organisation but with the increased pace 

of change it became obvious we needed 

a revised structure which would focus 

our efforts and delegate roles and 

authority more clearly. We grappled 

with how this should look and work, 

and eventually resolved on a new and 

outward-focused structure in 2002, 

which has stood the test of time well 

since then. 

 

We also recognised the need to sharpen 

our directions for the future, and 

worked hard as a team to thrash out a 

strategic plan, defining more sharply 

our vision, goals and priorities. This has 

been reviewed and revised over the 

years, but has been invaluable in 

helping us to make good decisions 

about where to focus and how to grow 

our business. 

 

Looking outwards, we strengthened our 

programmes to support teachers and 

students by developing Words at Work, 

a resource for teachers in the business 

world, and SouNdZalive, a resource for 

teachers of our Oral Communication 

programmes. Our KYS (Know Your 

Syllabus) workshops around the 

country helped teachers understand the 

expectations of the syllabuses and how 

they could help their students achieve 

success. We also developed our Theatre 

in Action syllabus, broadening our 

range of examinations into group 

drama. 

 

Moving into the world of 
business 

When I first joined Speech NZ as 

Trustee I was a teacher of Speech and 

Drama and Public Speaking with a very 

large private studio, as well as working 

in Drama in Education at a private 

school. I was also a fledgling examiner 

for the Board. I believed passionately in 

the value of communication skills, and 

saw my contribution as a way of 

extending our outreach and promoting 

the value of our work. 

 

During my time with Speech NZ I 

moved into the world of business, 

working with corporates and 

government in a wide range of soft 

skills programmes. More than ever it 

became obvious to me that 

communication is the key to success, 

that those who can communicate 

effectively have extra opportunities to 

become leaders both at work and in the 

community, and that the Board has a 

critical role to play to help people of all 

ages to communicate well, lead 

satisfying and rewarding lives and build 

effective relationships with others. 

 

We can be proud of our role in: 

“Helping our Nation to communicate!” 

 

Happy 50
th

 birthday, Speech New 

Zealand, and every best wish for 

continued success in your work over the 

next fifty years! 

 

Heather Salmon  
 

Rhona Davis, Board Chairman, 1974-1978 
 

Sadly Rhona Davis, one of the Founders 

of the New Zealand Speech Board, 

passed away as this 50
th

 Anniversary 

celebratory issue of ClipBoard was 

being put together. Rhona was the 

second Chairman of the NZ Speech 

Board, serving from 1974 to 1978. She 

was 87 years of age at the time of her 

death. Her funeral was held on 30 July 

2014 at All Saints Church, Palmerston 

North. 

Rhona was a Fellow of the New Zealand 

Speech Board. Rhona, as many of the 

Trustees of the Board, was also an 

accredited examiner, keeping her in 

close touch with teachers and 

candidates. She served as the President 

of the Speech Communication 

Association, the national organisation 

offering professional support to teachers 

working in voice training, business 

speaking, communication and more. 

After retiring to the Wairarapa from 

Wellington, Rhona retained her keen 

interest in language and communication 

and her love of Shakespeare. On hearing 

of Rhona’s passing, Claire Marsh, 

Immediate Past Chairman of Speech 

NZ, said: “I am feeling very nostalgic. 

Rhona was certainly my inspiration in 

those early days! She was so talented, 

contributed so much to Speech NZ, and 

led such a full and creative life.” 
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Dream role secured with interviewing skills 
Natasha Lewis 

 

Speech training creates 
opportunities 

I started attending speech and drama 

classes at Caisley Communication 

Consultancy when I was fifteen years 

old. My very first lesson involved 

Meredith popping into the studio and 

watching me give an impromptu speech 

about human rights at the United 

Nations. I’d like to say that I moved on 

from those idealistic days but in some 

ways I am yet to do so. What I can say is 

that my idealism and my 

communications training from Speech 

New Zealand have helped me get to 

where I am today. More than a decade 

since I started Speech and Drama 

lessons, I can trace many pivotal 

opportunities in my life back to 

Meredith’s studio. 

 

I write this from Wellington, where I 

work for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade a dream role I was able to 

secure by practicing the interviewing 

skills I learned from Jacqué Mandeno, 

Fleur Clarke and Meredith Caisley. A 

month after I got the job, one of my 

interviewers, a senior diplomat, pulled 

me aside and said that I was selected 

because I had the strongest presentation 

of all interviewees. Candidates had to 

prepare a five-minute speech on foreign 

policy in New Zealand.  

Work at the United Nations 

Prior to this job, I was a consultant at 

UN Women, the United Nation’s agency 

for women’s rights, in New York and 

Bangkok. Working for the UN for two 

years was a life-changing experience. 

Barring my International Law degree 

from the Auckland University Law 

School, my Speech NZ training was 

undoubtedly my most useful education 

experience. My speech training shone 

through in experiences such as 

delivering a research presentation on 

gender and migration at a European 

Union event in Moldova, writing 

speeches on women’s rights, and 

creating a video of interviews from a 

United Nations conference I had 

organised in Cambodia. I also worked 

part-time as a Speech and Drama teacher 

during my undergraduate studies, and 

enrolled my students in competitions and 

in Speech NZ examinations.  

 

Scholarship for LLM 

Recently, I was fortunate to be awarded 

a Chevening Scholarship by the United 

Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office to pursue postgraduate study in 

the UK. As New Zealand’s Chevening 

Scholar for 2014/15, I will complete a 

Master of Laws degree focusing on 

public international law and women’s 

rights at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science. I 

firmly believe that I received this award 

because of my communication abilities, 

which were honed by the Speech NZ 

training I undertook. As I embark on my 

next adventure in London, I know that I 

am equipped with the skills that I 

developed with dedicated Speech NZ 

professionals who nurtured me as a 

student and a Speech NZ teacher. I’d 

like to congratulate Speech NZ on 50 

years, and I am sure the next 50 will be 

ones to remember.

 

Jamie Irvine: actor, coach, director, voiceover artist, script advisor 

Pauline Prendergast was Jamie Irvine’s 

Speech and Drama teacher for five 

years while he gained ASB in Speech 

and Drama. He has worked extensively 

in Australia, New Zealand and more 

recently the United States as an actor, 

acting coach, director, voiceover artist 

and script advisor. 

 
On screen, he is best known as narrator 

Ben Charlton in Underbelly: Land of 

the Long Green Cloud. Other screen 

credits include Crushed, The Shed, and 

All Blacks Don't Cry. He has appeared 

in the TV shows Anzac Girls, Home 

and Away and Shortland Street.  

 
His theatre credits include Dog’s 

Barking at the Sydney Fringe and 

Sydney Ghost Stories at the Old Fitzroy. 

He co-founded the Really Really 

Serious Theatre Company and Picture 

This Productions.  
 

As a director and acting coach Jamie 

has worked for Actors Centre Australia, 

NIDA, and Griffin Theatre Company as 

well as at various High Schools in 

Auckland and Sydney.  
 

Jamie has voiced hundreds of TV and 

radio commercials. In 2009 he was 

awarded a Mike Walsh Fellowship to 

train in New York with Susan Batson 

and at the Stella Adler Studio. Jamie 

holds a Bachelor of Dramatic Art 

(Acting) from NIDA and a BA (Theatre 

and Film) from Victoria University of 

Wellington. 
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Charlotte Christmas, junior 

solicitor at Russell McVeagh 

Speech NZ skills helping Charlotte and Kate 
Rebecca McMenamin 

 

Speech and Drama skills 
are far-reaching 

The communication skills learnt in 

Speech and Drama include clarity of 

expression, vocal projection, 

confidence, ease in impromptu settings, 

and concise articulation of ideas. While 

we often recognise people in the 

performing arts as using these skills, 

these are far-reaching core skills that 

are very useful in tertiary education and 

in a variety of careers. The 

achievements of previous Speech NZ 

students Charlotte Christmas and Kate 

Poskitt demonstrate this very well.  

 

Charlotte Christmas did LLB/BA with a 

major in English literature at Victoria 

University of Wellington and then 

became a junior solicitor at Russell 

McVeagh. Her love of drama 

influenced her choice of law as a 

career: “I love performing and I liked 

the idea of standing in front of a jury 

and making out a case or interacting 

with clients.”  
 

As a junior solicitor, these skills have 

not yet been put to the test in a 

courtroom; however, they have been 

very useful in her career so far, which 

includes communicating with senior 

partners and interviewing clients. These 

skills have also given Charlotte an edge 

at law school; a law degree involves a 

lot of oral assessment such as mooting, 

presentation of evidence, mediation and 

negotiations.  

Interviewing: a make-or-
break skill 

Similarly, Speech and Drama skills 

helped Kate Poskitt who was awarded a 

Girdler’s scholarship to read Politics at 

Corpus Christi College, Cambridge 

University. 
 

Kate believes that interviewing truly is 

a make-or-break skill that opens many 

doors. Interviews allow employers, 

judges or committees to base their 

decision on a person’s communication 

and presentation skills rather than their 

recorded achievements. As part of her 

studies at Cambridge, she has biweekly 

essays that are marked by senior 

academics and lecturers and followed 

up with a two on one supervision 

discussion about the content of the 

topic. Supervisions are part of the 

intensive learning experience at 

Cambridge and Speech and Drama has 

enabled Kate to thrive and excel in this 

environment by honing her 

communication skills in a multi-faceted 

manner. Such experiences require 

thinking under pressure, debating with 

confidence, and listening carefully to 

substantively disable the opposition’s 

argument. 
 

Beyond tertiary education, Kate speaks 

highly of how Speech and Drama 

teaches life skills: “Speech and Drama 

has permeated my communication in 

every sense of the word - in listening 

and expressing; both statically and 

dynamically; in verbal and non-verbal 

expression.” 

 
The experiences of both Charlotte 

Christmas and Kate Poskitt highlight 

that Speech and Drama develop useful 

life-long skills that allow people to 

thrive in a variety of contexts other than 

just the performing arts.  

 
As Kate Poskitt so eloquently phrased 

it: “These skills will be a self-evolving 

asset throughout my life.”

Some of the 2013 Speech NZ scholarship winners 
 

Alex Gonzales is a Year 10 student 

at St Kevin's College, Oamaru. He 

enjoys playing basketball, the 

saxophone and guitar. He has been 

learning Speech and Drama for five 

years from Oamaru teacher, Robyn 

Keno. The skills learnt at Speech have 

greatly increased his confidence for 

performance both at school and in local 

Performing Arts Competitions. He has 

strong memorisation skills and is a very 

capable extempore speaker. He was 

awarded the Jillian Carpenter 

scholarship for excellence at Grade 5 

level, allowing him free entry into 

Grade 6 examinations, for which he is 

very grateful to Speech NZ. 

Jacqueline Caisley is in Year 11 

at Westlake Girls’ High School in 

Auckland. She won the Speech NZ 

Grade 6 Public Speaking and 

Communication Scholarship. She has 

entered Speech and Drama and Public 

Speaking examinations since age seven; 

participates in the Shelia Winn 

Shakespeare competitions; and was 

awarded Distinction for Year 10 Drama 

and Debating at school. She is in her 

fifth year of playing the saxophone. 

Jacqueline is currently working towards 

her Grade 7 Public Speaking and 

Communication examination and is 

aiming to move on to her Associate 

Diploma. 

Alex Keyte Beattie has just 

submitted the thesis for her Master of 

Science in Earth Sciences at the 

University of Waikato. She completed 

her Associate Diploma last year with 

funding from a Geyser Community 

Foundation Speech NZ scholarship. 

Working towards ASB developed her 

communication skills in conference 

situations and motivated her to continue 

performing. She says: “Effective 

communication has an integral role in 

effective science. I look forward to 

developing a career where I can use my 

two passions to work towards positive 

environmental change. Completing my 

Licentiate will be the next step.”
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Professional Speaking a great help in business development 
 

Multimedia designer 

Merissa Santosa completed a Masters in 

Interactive Multimedia at the University 

of Technology in Sydney. She is from 

Indonesia and her first language is 

Bahasa. She worked for six years as a 

multimedia designer in agencies in 

Jakarta and Sydney. In 2012 she married 

Indris Morse and they settled in 

Kawerau where he held an engineering 

position. Merissa worked at the 

Whakatane Citizens Advice Bureau as a 

volunteer.  

 

They both joined the Professional 

Speaking for Migrants course in Rotorua 

in 2013, taking the long and winding 

road for an hour each way every 

Tuesday night. For her seven-minute 

examination talk Merissa chose the 

subject which she was by then teaching 

at Whakatane High School: making 

movies on your iPhone. She was finding 

teaching very challenging: “I had to 

concentrate really hard to deliver the 

course material in English. Most of the 

high school students had only short 

attention spans, making it more difficult 

for me. When I got tired, I tended to lose 

focus as well as my ability to express 

myself in English.” Her aim was to have 

the speaking skills required of a 

workshop presenter and a trainer. 

 

Merissa not only gained Distinction in 

the Introductory Certificate in 

Professional Speaking examination, but 

also won the 2013 Busby Ramshaw 

Grice Scholarship as the top performer 

in New Zealand in Professional 

Speaking. 

 
Chador Couture: chic clothes 
for Muslim women 

The couple has moved to Auckland for 

better career development opportunities. 

Merissa has set up her own business: 

Chador Couture, an online Islamic 

apparel store, bringing chic, colourful 

clothing to Muslim women.  

 
The range includes kaftans, prayer 

dresses, scarves, swim- and sportswear, 

as well as prayer mats, all illustrated on 

Chador Couture’s Facebook page with 

Merissa’s stunning photographs.  

 
Merissa says: “The Professional 

Speaking course has definitely helped 

me to deal with lots of people, especially 

for the business, where sometimes I have 

to explain to people about the business 

whenever we have an event where the 

clothes are showcased. I have gained in 

confidence and most importantly it 

helped me to structure the way I speak.”

 

 

Geoff Moss: a significant career in speech communication 
 

Back in the 1960s 

Geoff Moss’s wife 

Joyce gave him a 

cutting from a local 

news-paper saying: 

“This wouldn't do 

you any harm”. It 

was a notice about a 

Toastmasters Club 

being set up in 

Wellington. He 

joined for his first training in public 

speaking. At that time their two sons 

were having speech training from Melda 

Townsley. Both sons say public 

speaking has been vital in their careers. 

One, a marine biologist, has given 

numerous international conference 

papers and the other, a Department of 

Conservation ranger, makes regular 

presentations.  
 

Geoff continued his training in Public 

Speaking, gained the NZ Speech Board 

Diploma of Public Speaking and 

Communication, and became a Fellow. 

He was invited to joined the Board 

where he served for over a decade, much 

of this time as the Vice-Chairman. Geoff 

says: “I have happy memories of 

working with speech teachers at 

residential workshops at the Anglican 

Retreat in the Hutt Valley.” 
 

For 39 years he worked for the 

Department of Agriculture and then for 

the United Nations Development 

Programme based in Bangkok for 18 

months. He served as the National 

President of the NZ Institute of 

Agricultural Science and was made a life 

member. As an Eisenhower Fellow he 

spent eight months travelling in the 

USA, making numerous presentations 

while studying agricultural extension 

and communication. He also served on 

the staff of Massey University in Samoa. 
 

Geoff’s professional area of interest was 

ways to stimulate agriculture in 

developing countries. He believed lack 

of good management training for 

scientists and agricultural officials was a 

limiting factor, and so he moved into the 

training of new managers. 

 
This work took him to 16 countries 

including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 

Singapore, where he made presentations, 

ran training programmes and carried out 

audits. His speech communication and 

public speaking training enabled him to 

give impromptu speeches and 

presentations in many Asian and Pacific 

countries. 

 
“I have had much fun and some 

excitement at times,” Geoff says. “My 

adventures have been told in my book 

titled Rolling On. Work adventures in 

many lands. Thank you, Speech New 

Zealand for your help in a very 

enjoyable and satisfying career.” 
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Jason Brown, consultant clinical 

psychologist at Sultan Bin Abdulaziz 

Humanitarian City in Riyadh 

Dan Musgrave, actor and writer for 

television and theatre 

Pam Logan: “It is extra rewarding to teach families 
 

Pam Logan, the Chairman of the Board 

of Speech NZ, has taught Speech and 

Drama for over 35 years. She says: 

“Teaching families is something that 

makes our work quite special. I taught 

my own grandchildren through all their 

grade examinations, and one to 

Associate in Teaching. That has been a 

relationship I treasure.” 

 

Two other families she has taught are 

the brothers Jason and Michael Brown; 

and Christina Mackay and her son Dan 

and daughter Sophie Musgrave. 

 

Michael and Jason Brown 
Michael Brown works for the multi-

national engineering consultancy firm 

Mott MacDonald in Abu Dhabi as an 

environmental engineer and scientist. 

His team is helping to reduce the 

carbon and pollution footprint in the 

Middle East by putting more emphasis 

on renewable energy as oil and gas 

reserves will start to diminish. 

 

He says: “Being involved with Speech 

and Drama while growing up has 

helped shape my career and 

development as a person in more ways 

than one. Public speaking, acting, live 

performances and examinations are all 

part of the challenging yet rewarding 

discipline of Speech and Drama. It gave 

me confidence in the working world: 

giving presentations to clients and 

performing in high pressure situations. 

With more than 25 nationalities in my 

office, communication skills are 

extremely important.” 

 

Jason Brown attended Speech and 

Drama classes with Pam Logan in 

Blenheim from his primary school days. 

He is now a consultant clinical 

psychologist at Sultan Bin Abdulaziz 

Humanitarian City in Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia and says: ”I would not say that I 

have ever been 100% confident when it 

comes to public speaking. The skills 

that I acquired in a supportive context 

where the tutor was sensitive to 

differences in interpersonal style, have 

greatly assisted me throughout my 

education, and even now in my 

professional career, where I routinely 

provide group therapy for patients, and 

education sessions to large groups of 

medical professionals. Being a natural 

introvert, the NZ Speech Board 

assessments provided me with concrete 

evidence that I can be an effective 

public speaker. I carry that knowledge 

and the associated confidence that it 

brings with me to this day.” 

 

Christina, Dan and Sophie 

Christina Mackay has been a Speech 

NZ teacher. Later, as the owner and 

operator of the CPR Coffee Roasters 

brand, she put her speech skills to use 

in a commercial environment. Whether 

she was managing staff, articulating a 

vision for the business, or marketing the 

brand to new regions, Christina 

benefited from the skill set fostered 

during her time with Speech NZ. 

 

For Dan Musgrave, Speech and Drama 

is still very much part of his everyday 

practice as an actor and a writer for the 

TV and theatre. He has worked on 

Shortland Street, Go Girls, and 

Underbelly, and performed in theatre 

productions of Angels in America and 

Midsummer for the Silo Theatre 

Company. He says: “It was at my 

weekly speech lessons that I became 

determined to pursue the craft of acting 

as a career.” Dan was Head Boy at 

Marlborough Boys’ College, Captain of 

the NZ Secondary Schools debating 

team and in the Sheilah Winn 

Secondary group that travelled to the 

Globe Theatre in London. 

Sophie Musgrove is currently travelling 

through Europe having worked as a 

director and writer for the children’s 

TV show, Sticky TV. Sophie says: “The 

show was located on a farm in 

Auckland. I was responsible for a large 

crew, including four presenters, many 

farm animals and lots of children. My 

job was to enthuse, excite and to give 

clear, accurate direction to all crew. 

Speech NZ put me in great stead for 

this. I was able to act out the scene 

along with the presenters, describe the 

shots to the camera crew, and explain 

the stylistic elements to the art 

department. It was a challenging 

environment: pig trotters got caught in 

camera cables, presenters were losing 

scripts, children were breaking set 

dressing. I had no control until I 

recalled my producer saying to me: 

‘Your voice is your only tool. If you 

don’t have a voice out there you won’t 

survive.’ So I projected my voice across 

the set like never before. I realised 

again the power of a strong voice. 

Speech NZ taught me how to command 

my voice effectively.” 
 

For over ten years Speech NZ courses 

were an important part of this family’s 

weekly calendar. Their shared passion 

for communication owes a lot to the 

time they spent working through the 

curricula. “Our Speech and Drama days 

have been real touchstone as we pursue 

our own separate careers and ventures.” 
 

Pam Logan taught Christina when she 

worked on her Licentiate in Teaching, 

and then taught both Sophie and Dan 

for nine or ten years each. The three of 

them plus Jason and Michael expressed 

their thanks to Pam for her fantastic 

teaching and mentoring. 
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Photo of Jean Knox Gilmer 
The photograph on page 5 of Jean Knox Gilmer, the Chair of 

the NZ Speech Board from 1978 to 1980, appeared in the 

Auckland Weekly News on 2 June 1937. It is being used by 

ClipBoard with appreciation to the Sir George Grey Special 

Collections of Auckland Libraries, reference AWNZ-

19370602-44-4. The photo was part of a collage in the 

Auckland Weekly News of New Zealanders who had been 

presented to King George VI and Queen Elizabeth at the 

Royal Court at Buckingham Palace in May 1937. 

Scholarship for Evie 

Evie Wallace attended Woodford House, Hawke’s Bay 

where she gained her Advanced Associate Diploma in Public 

Speaking and Communication (Performance). She is 

currently in her first year of study at Canterbury University 

for a Bachelor of Engineering (Hons). Evie knows that her 

training in Public Speaking will be of huge benefit to her as 

she moves through university life and beyond. She was 

awarded a Speech NZ scholarship for outstanding 

performance in 2013. 

Three cheers for Speech New Zealand 
From The Rev Graeme D Munro 

The 

maturing of 

the NZ 

Speech 

Board has 

incorporated 

a long line of 

saints who 

probably 

never dreamed that what they were 

involved in would blossom and yield so 

much fruit for generations to feed off. 

Each revision of the syllabi has raised 

the standard in a genuine effort to “Help 

our Nation to communicate.”  

For more years than I care to remember I 

have prepared students for grade and 

diploma examinations. I also examined 

for 13 years. As a young university 

student I was among the first to gain the 

Diploma of Public Speaking. Speech NZ 

has played its part in igniting a flame of 

enthusiasm among thousands of people, 

enabling them to speak clearly, with 

confidence and conviction. 

 

The confusion over the connection 

between the Board and the Speech 

Communication Association continues, 

perhaps accentuated by the fact that most 

Board members are practitioner 

members of the Speech Communication 

Association. I have long dreamed of a 

day when Speech NZ would be 

recognised by the New Zealand 

Qualifications Authority so that it can 

stand tall and take its rightful place. No 

longer would one need to explain what 

the qualifications signify. The diploma 

stoles then would be worn with justified 

yet humble pride. Perhaps that will 

happen in the coming fifty years. 

 

Fifty years and still going strong. Three 

cheers for Speech New Zealand! 
 

Snippets from  
the archives 

 

In the early 1990s the newsletter of the New Zealand Speech 

Board was called WORDABOUT. The title ClipBOARD was 

used from October 1995. Here are some snippets from those 

early issues.  

 It took 27 years to reach the 100,000
th

 candidate. In 1991 

Danielle Martin, a student of Margaret Lilly (see page 3) in 

Auckland, gained Credit Plus in Speech and Drama. The 

milestone was celebrated with the donation of a book token 

from London Bookshops to Danielle. – December 1991. 

 The OCESOL syllabus was introduced in 1992 and adopted 

with enthusiasm by a number of language schools. Stories 

and literature from the candidates’ own cultures are 

encouraged – December 1992. 

 The Chairman of the Board, Jillian Carpenter, reported: “In 

examinations around the country … imaginative drama and 

poetry are being presented. The spoken essay has almost 

disappeared. More candidates are realising the high level 

required when moving from grade to professional 

examinations.” – August 1993. 

 Joy Payne, known to teachers and candidates throughout 

the country as examiner, Past President of the Speech 

Communication Association, valued teacher of Speech, 

Drama and Public Speaking, warm colleague and friend 

was elected Distinguished Associate of the New Zealand 

Speech Board. – September 1995. 

 NZ Speech Board encourages group examinations for a 

number of reasons. The questions some people ask are: 

“Does this compromise my child/client’s input? Does it 

affect their chance of gaining a higher pass rate?” The 

answer is a definite “No”, born out by thousands of 

candidates’ experiences. – May 1997. 

 Earlier this year an excellent Core Credit course on NZ 

literature was held in Wellington. Ably organised by Cecily 

Archer, this was a programme to benefit all teachers and 

senior students. What a treat to sit in a room and have 

speakers of such high caliber arrive, day after day, to lay 

before us so clearly the development of NZ literature in all 

its forms. – October 1995. 

 NZSB Credit Course. Wellington 1-4 July 1996. Analysis 

of a Speech. This three and a half day course covers the 

theory requirements of Core Credit Three of the Licentiate 

examination in Public Speaking. – May 1996. 

 Time limits and use of time are so important in 

examinations. Students need to discipline themselves to 

stick to time. If every student goes over time, it keeps 

others waiting down the line. This can cause undue anxiety 

and many inconveniences. – October 1997. 

 SouNdZalive, to be launched mid-June, is a comprehensive 

package of material to help classroom teachers develop 

their oral language programme in schools and to promote 

NZ Speech Board’s Oral Assessments at the climax of the 

programme. – May 1998. 

 No matter how pristine and few your filing boxes are as 

yet, or how tattered and numerous they are, no doubt you 

will welcome new ideas to help you to achieve NZSB 

goals. In this issue we consider how vocal quality can affect 

the examination outcome, suggest how to present your own 

poem, and outline the steps to ensure that a dramatic scene 

has both shape and good timing. – September 1999. 
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Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Speech New Zealand in Dunedin 

Dunedin teachers gathered at the Plato Restaurant in central Dunedin for the AGM of the Speech Communication Association. 

Meredith Caisley (cutting the cake) was invited to the annual dinner and the Speech NZ local secretary, Sandra Schwass, ordered 

the 50th anniversary cake to be enjoyed by the 14 past, present and future teachers who had been invited. 

 

 

ClipBoard 
Editor: Margriet Theron 

theronm@yahoo.com 
 

With thanks to the contributors: 

 
 Ted White Pam Logan 

 Elle Crump Peter Lewis 

 Jamie Irvine Jason Brown 

` Claire Marsh Michael Otto 

  Mary Flaherty Maureen Gray 

  Bill Carpenter Nerissa Moore 

  Natasha Lewis Heather White 

 Sandeep Uppal Michael Brown 

  Heather Salmon Kymm McPhail 

  Melda Townsley Meredith Caisley 

  Briony McKenzie Christina Mackay 

  Pauline Prendergast Rebecca McMenamin 

   

 

Contact us 

 

Speech New Zealand 
 

101 Molesworth Street, Level 1 

Thorndon, Wellington 

 

 

PO Box 12-021, Wellington 6144 

New Zealand 

Phone: 04 498 9660 

 

 

Email: info@speechnz.co.nz 

Website: www.speechnz.co.nz 

Twitter: @speechnz

mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
mailto:info@speechnz.co.nz
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/


  

Page 17 

September 2014  Speech NZ ClipBoard 

 


