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We are celebrating 50 years! 
Speech New Zealand is Fifty!! The current Board members feel very proud to 

be part of an organisation that has served the changing needs of communities 

in New Zealand for fifty years. 

 

The NZ Speech Board was set up in 1964. It has grown from small 

beginnings and the enthusiasm of a few dedicated speech teachers in 

Wellington to a national organisation that examines more than 7,000 

candidates every year. Our syllabuses are proudly New Zealand-based with 

examinations suited to all ages and abilities in drama, public speaking, oral 

communication, professional speaking or English as another language. 

 

The Trustees of Speech NZ are planning to celebrate our 50th Anniversary 

with a dinner in Wellington. Fifty years is time to reflect on the valuable 

contributions made by so many people over that time. For this reason the 

September 2014 issue of ClipBoard will be devoted to telling the stories of 

the past 50 years: our Trustees, National Office, examiners, local secretaries, 

and the outstanding candidates who achieved Speech NZ qualifications and 

then went on to make significant contributions in their lives and careers.  

 

Your invitation to contribute is on page 5.  
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Feedback on ClipBoard 
 

Speech NZ ahead of its 
time 
What an inspirational newsletter! 

Speech Board is not only up-to-date, 

but ahead of its time! Wish I were 

younger! Your outreach is extra-

commendable. Congratulations. 

Sister Leonie O'Neill 

Christchurch 

 

Historical resource 
Your ClipBoard is awesome. Great 

historical resource for Speech NZ too! 

Marie Bismark 

Melbourne 

 

MoU with NZFMC 
(The Memorandum of Understanding 

between Speech NZ and the NZ 

Federation of Multicultural Councils) 

– Great initiative for our community. 

NZFMC 

Wellington 

 

Front page fantastic 
The front page article (about Merissa 

Santoso and Blanca Chevez, 

Professional Speaking for Migrants 

students) is fantastic. 

Heather McAllister, Settlement 

Support Coordinator, Rotorua 

 

Contribution to Speech NZ 
Congratulations on yet another 

exciting looking ClipBoard. I have just 

scrolled through it at this hour in the 

morning, and will get back to it at my 

leisure. You are certainly making a 

substantial contribution to Speech NZ. 

Many, many thanks. 

Meredith Caisley 

Auckland 

 

BRG Award: best 
Professional Speaking 
candidate 
Very excited to receive the award. A 

MUST-DO course for people who 

want to improve their public speaking! 

Merissa Santoso 

Auckland 

 

ClipBoard favourited 
The March 2014 edition of ClipBoard 

was favourited on the Speech NZ 

Twitter page @SpeechNZ by: 

Clare Friel, Ireland 

Carla Garcia, Rotorua 

Sandeep Uppal, Rotorua 

Mark Makela, Pennsylvania 

Lesley Whyte, Auckland 

Simone Gentil, Whangarei 

Ros MacEachern, Auckland 

Godfrey Rudolph, Hokianga 

Marnel van der Spuy, Reporoa 

 

ClipBoard retweeted 
The March 2014 edition of ClipBoard 

was retweeted from @SpeechNZ on 

Twitter by: 

NZ Public Notices 

Southland Settlement Support 

Lara @scrappykea, Wakatipu 

Sandeep Uppal, Rotorua 

Arish Naresh, Gisborne 

Del Costello, Palmerston North 

 

Fantastic to read success 
stories 
Fantastic to read all these success 

stories. Looks great too. 

Congratulations.  

Mark Trezona 

London 

 

Professional Speaking for 
Migrants 
Very interesting to read about 

(Professional Speaking for Migrants 

courses in Rotorua and Invercargill). 

Angela Wilson 

Dunedin 

 

Picture of migrant class 
That’s a lovely picture on page 2 (of 

the Rotorua Professional Speaking for 

Migrants class). 

Jen Morris 

Melbourne 

 

Article about a refugee 
from El Salvador 
Thank you very much for the very 

interesting article about me in your 

awesome ClipBoard Magazine. 

Congratulations for such amazing 

work 

Blanca Chevez 

Rotorua 

 

Forming relationships 
through ClipBoard 
You are the master of the under-

statement when you say: “I hope you 

like this Clipboard!” The answer is 

absolutely YES! You have covered a 

wide range of the Board's activities, all 

the photos are professional and add 

immensely to each article, the content 

is relevant and you have added value 

by getting such a wealth of actual 

quotes from the people relevant to 

articles. It's also great to see the 

relationships you are forming with 

relevant people. Thank you for your 

expertise, your dedication and your 

passion in creating this inspiring 

ClipBoard for our Speech NZ contacts 

and for promoting Speech NZ. I 

usually print off my copy in grayscale; 

on this occasion I shall print my copy 

in full colour! Thank you and 

congratulations! 

Claire Marsh 

Morrinsville 

 

Hurupaki School 
interesting 
The story about Hurupaki Scool is 

very interesting. I also like the 

professional speaking courses for 

migrants. 

Sally Pewhairangi 

Rangiora 

 

Article about migrant 
classmates 
Good job, the article about the 

migrants on the Professional Speaking 

course. 

Carla Garcia 

Rotorua 

 

Well done, Rotorua 
Well done. Rotorua certainly is a great 

contributor to Speech NZ in many 

ways. Sandy and I both enjoyed being 

part of the very successful 

(Professional Speaking for Migrants 

certificate awarding) evening. Sincere 

congratulation on what you achieved 

and thanks for the ClipBoard. 

Grahame Hall, Patron 

Rotorua Multicultural Council 

 
English Language Partners 
I have to say I think the article on 

Merissa and Blanca is superb. I will be 

keeping a copy of it for myself as a 

reminder of the evening (of the 

Professional Speaking examinations). I 

was there for Eric and Blanca but 

everyone was so impressive. Well 

done! 

Sue Tubb  

Coordinator 

English Language Partners Rotorua
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David Fane and Taofia Pelesasa in rehearsal for A Frigate Bird Sings for performances at 

the Mangere Arts Centre - Nga Tohu o Uenuku – in 2012.  

 

Taofia Pelesasa’s one certainty: “I am an actor” 
 

 

Foundations built by Speech NZ 

When Taofia Pelesasa left John Paul College in Rotorua at the 

end of his final school year, he finally felt what certainty was: 

“I am an actor”.  

 

It still took him three more years before he could summon up 

the courage to pursue that certainty. But now, when he looks 

back on his journey, he knows it was all definitely necessary.  

 

Taofia was introduced to the world of acting through NCEA 

Drama, but it was not until he began to take lessons with 

Gabrielle Thurston, Head of Drama at John Paul College, that 

he began to realise the possibilities of being an actor. He 

worked his way through the Speech NZ examination Grades. 

It is now eight years since he finished Grade 8 Speech and 

Drama, and he now fully appreciates the solid foundations 

these examinations provided for his entry into the acting 

industry. He says of these Speech NZ foundations: “I was 

never on the back foot when it came to the craft. It gave me a 

steady grounding to be able to tell stories efficiently and 

truthfully.” 

 

Studies at UNITEC 

In 2011, Taofia graduated from UNITEC’s School of 

Performing and Screen Arts with a Major in Acting and a 

Minor in Writing. Of his time at UNITEC he says: “I was 

fortunate enough to be tutored, directed and in many ways 

torn apart and rebuilt by some of New Zealand’s acting elite: 

Elizabeth Hawthorne, Michele Hine, Elena Stejko and Robyn 

Malcolm, among others. UNITEC was an integral part of my 

development as an actor. It forced me into situations where I 

had to confront myself as a person and find the truth about 

who I was before I could ever think about embodying the life 

of another as an actor.” 

 

He entered UNITEC with a strong 

foundation. Instead of having to 

spend time learning the basics, it 

allowed him to build upon what he 

already knew when he left Rotorua.  

 

Career highlights 

The highlights of Taofia’s career 

since graduating include: 

 

 Working with Elizabeth 

Hawthorne and Robyn Malcolm 

in Auckland Theatre 

Company’s 2011 production of 

“Mary Stuart” 

 Scoring the lead of Vili Atafa in 

Auckland Theatre Company’s 

2012 production of A Frigate 

Bird Sings alongside Pacific 

veteran actor David Fane 

 Playing the role of Mose in the 

Auckland International Arts Festival 

 Collaborating with Kila Kokonut Krew in the 2013 

production of The Factory Musical 

 Playing one of the leads, Tavita Saumalu, in The Factory 

Story, a webseries funded by New Zealand on Air  

Recently Taofia has been part of the hugely successful Victor 

Rodger hit Black Faggot which had sell-out seasons in 

Auckland, the Melbourne Fringe, World Theatre Festival in 

Brisbane, the New Zealand Festival in Wellington and a 

return sell-out season at the Herald Theatre in Auckland. He 

will be a member of The Factory Musical tour of Australia in 

June and July 2014 and will then travel with both The Factory 

Musical and Black Faggot to Scotland for the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival in August 2014.  

 

Nesian Dialex Co-op’s debut season 

In 2013 Taofia founded the Nesian Dialex Co-op. The co-op 

will have a debut trilogy season this year, performing Taofia’s 

plays Through Dusky Maiden Eyes and Tokelau as well as a 

devised show, Like a Virgin.  

 

As a writer Taofia has been mentored by Sima Urale, Louise 

Tu’u and Victor Rodgers. His first short-film screenplay was 

selected for the short list of the 2012 Fresh Shorts initiative of 

the NZ Film Commission. Last year another short-film 

screen-play, The Whispering Glass, gained him a mentorship 

with writer Micheal Bennett thanks to a collaboration between 

the NZ Film Commission and Script-to-Screen NZ. 

 

 

Read about and listen to a Radio Australia interview with 

Taofia Pelesasa about Through Dusky Maiden Eyes here: 

http://tinyurl.com/nwoktjv 

 

http://tinyurl.com/nwoktjv
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Book review 
Talk Like TED – The 9 Public Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top Minds 

 

 

As I was filling time at the Palmerston 

North Airport recently I came across 

Talk Like TED – The 9 Public 

Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top 

Minds by Carmine Gallo. 

 

Absolutely stunning. It was published 

this year, and you may have already 

met it. If not, I thoroughly recommend 

it. 

 

The book is easy to read, well laid out 

and totally inspirational. What helps 

me to connect to the book is that I 

have already seen some of the TED 

talks that it refers to – and I can 

readily check out those I do not know. 

 

Another factor is that the content is 

based on research which involved an 

analysis of over 500 TED talks. There 

is scientific fMRI (functional 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging) 

evidence from brain scans of the way 

people’s brains connect with, say, 

stories. 

 

Overall, it is probably presenting 

“secrets” that we already know; it is 

the way in which they are presented 

that makes the book worthwhile. I can 

imagine dipping into it at any time and 

finding myself quite absorbed. It 

would certainly be a useful reference 

for Public Speaking and Professional 

Speaking teachers and students.  

 

Talk Like TED is available at New 

Zealand bookshops at around $30. It 

can also be ordered from Amazon; 

using the link to Amazon on the 

Speech NZ website home page means 

that Speech NZ receives a small 

commission.  

 

ISBN 978-1-4472-6113-1.  

Published by Pan Macmillan 

 Pam Logan 

 

What is happening at @SpeechNZ? 
Speech NZ’s following on Twitter has been growing steadily. 

At the beginning of June 2014, the Twitter page @SpeechNZ 

had 224 followers, including a good number of principals and 

teachers at NZ schools, from Primary to Secondary. Some 

teach drama, communication or literacy; others are classroom 

or subject teachers with a special interest in the use of social 

media in education; and some are electronic resource 

librarians, educational technologists, or Te Reo teachers. 

 

Others who are following @SpeechNZ include @CreativeNZ; 

@ESLMovieLesson with resources designed by ESL 

teachers; @NZPoetrySlam; education reporters at newspapers 

such as @StephanieWorsop; @HomeTuition; @GigaKidsNZ 

which provides technology teaching resources for Years 3 to 

8; @TalkIt2 that supports oral language teaching; @NZPS, 

the NZ Poetry Society; @PalmyShows with information on 

theatre in Palmerston North; @CharlatanClinic, providing 

audiences with intimate, provocative and tactile experiences 

in Auckland; and graduates from Professional Speaking for 

Migrants classes. 

 

The maximum 140-character messages on the Home page of 

@SpeechNZ cover a wide variety of topics. Recent examples:  

 

 The Australian Institute of Company Directors 

@AICDirectors include the Twitter handle of all people 

and organisations mentioned in their magazine. 

 An invitation to followers of @SpeechNZ and others to 

tell us about the success of our past candidates as we 

celebrate our 50
th

 Anniversary. 

 A link to an advanced lesson in Kiwi slang for 

international students and migrants, with the warning: 

“Use with care!” 

 A note of thanks to Professional Speaking for Migrants 

course graduates who had been used as shining examples 

of the benefit of the course in an English Language 

Partners workshop. 

 A link to a previous edition of ClipBoard for a teacher 

who does not teach Speech NZ syllabuses. She loved the 

article on the application of SOLO at John Paul College. 

 A reminder of the launch of @JudiRainbow’s next 

children’s poetry book in Hamilton in June 2014. 

 A link to a video on YouTube of older people teaching 

English language learners, to the great benefit of both 

groups. 

 Networking with and supporting a teacher of Pacific 

Island dance who is planning a performance of dance and 

poetry. 

 A link to a very useful Hubspot article on what does not 

work on Twitter. 

 Keeping up with developments at the Speech 

Communication Association through tweets on 

@SCA_NZ. 

 Following the thought-provoking tweets of 

@LeilaniTamu, poet, writer, former NZ diplomat and 

change-maker. 

Interested? See how-to in the ClipBoard of September 2013. 
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Key roles in Annie for Speech NZ students 
 

Sisters Amelia (left) and Bronte Walshe (right, in the photo on 

the left), pupils of Jill Hagan of Lower Hutt, and Ilena 

Shadbolt, a pupil of Jillian Carpenter of Wellington, landed 

key roles in the latest production of Annie The Musical to tour 

New Zealand.  

 

They share the lead role of Annie in the performances of the 

musical in Auckland and Wellington. The Wellington 

performances were in the St James Theatre from 23 May to 8 

June 2014, followed by a limited season at The Civic in 

Auckland from 13 June 2014. 

 

The show features a host of familiar faces from British TV 

and stage. Local talent plays Annie and her fellow orphans. 

Miss Hannigan, the headmistress of the New York City 

Municipal Orphanage, is played by Su Pollard, best known for 

her brilliant portrayal of Peggy in the long-running BBC TV 

series Hi-de-Hi!  

 

The reviewer from The Wellingtonista website of 28 May 

2014 said: “Annie was played by Amelia Walshe. She kicked 

the show off with Maybe. This was followed by the orphans 

performing The Hard Knock Life. It was wonderful; such a 

talented crew of girls clearly have a blast.” 

 

Speech NZ congratulates the very talented Amelia, Bronte 

and Ilena who are not only succeeding in their Speech and 

Drama studies but are also pursuing their dreams on the stage. 

Watch them on the TV Breakfast programme on OneNews, 

talking about the auditions attended by 625 girls, by following 

this link: http://tinyurl.com/omua7j2. 

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 

 

 Syllabuses for all Speech NZ examinations 

 Code of Ethics for Speech NZ 

 Replacement Certificates 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Grades badges and examination fees 

 Previous copies of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Becoming an examiner 

 Success stories of alumni 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Background of Speech NZ Trustees 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy and examination schedules 

 Follow Speech NZ on Twitter: @speechnz 

 

Speech NZ stars for the Golden Anniversary 
Celebrating fifty years of being the uniquely New Zealand 

speech, drama and communication examination board is the 

perfect time to look back and to take pride in the achievements 

of Speech NZ, its candidates and examiners, and the teachers 

who prepared their students for Speech NZ examinations. 

 

In September 2014, Speech NZ will publish a special 50
th

 

Anniversary Edition of ClipBoard. It in, we would like to 

capture your memories of your involvement with the NZ 

Speech Board and, more recently, Speech NZ. 

No need to write long essays. Short clips from examiners, 

teachers, and candidates will provide us with a mosaic of the 

contribution that Speech NZ and all who have worked with us 

have made to our country. 
 

With the wonders of the Internet, the Editor of ClipBoard can 

build articles out of just the name and a few words about our 

star performers. 
 

Please forward your suggestions and leads to Margriet Theron 

at theronm@yahoo.com or 07 3477211. 

http://tinyurl.com/omua7j2
http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
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Speech NZ Trustee Rebecca McMenamin 

congratulates James Pugsley on being awarded the 

Nikau Foundation Laurie Bushell Scholarship. 

 

Welcome to Helen Balch, newly appointed Trustee of Speech NZ 
 

Helen Balch LTCL, ASB (Sp&Dr), 

ASB(PubSp), AccAdjSCA, RTSCA is a 

fulltime teacher of Speech and Drama 

and Public Speaking. She teaches at St 

Andrew’s College in Christchurch, a 

co-educational school for pre-school to 

Year 13 day and boarding students. At 

school Helen has around 140 students. 

In addition, she has a private studio 

with 40 students. Her students range 

from five year olds to tertiary students. 

 

Helen is the President of the 

Christchurch Competitions Society and 

was the convener of the Speech and 

Drama section for over 20 years. She is 

also actively involved in the local 

branch of the Speech Communication 

Association and has held various 

positions on the local committee over 

the years. She tries to attend the SCA 

Conference each year. 

 

Helen’s involvement with Speech NZ 

began in the early 1970s, when she sat 

her first examinations in Speech and 

Drama and Public Speaking. Her 

teacher, Berwyn Gibbons, was an 

enthusiastic advocate for the new 

examining body. Helen’s mother, Gay 

Balch, was the NZ Speech Board’s 

Lower Hutt secretary for some years. 

 

After moving to Christchurch in the late 

1970s Helen completed Associate of 

the Speech Board Teaching Diplomas 

in both Speech and Drama and Public 

Speaking.  

 

Helen has entered students into Speech 

New Zealand examinations since 1985 

and at present has around 130 students 

sitting the examinations each year. She 

has also been involved with Speech NZ 

as a parent, with both of her sons sitting 

the Grade examinations. 

 

Helen is delighted to be involved with 

Speech NZ in her new capacity as a 

member of the Board. She is married, 

has two sons aged 23 and 16. In her 

spare time she enjoys, reading, 

attending theatre, op shopping and 

collecting vintage china. 

 

Pam Logan, Chairman of the Board of 

Speech NZ, welcomed Helen to the 

Board at her first meeting in early 2014, 

saying: “The Trustees are delighted that 

someone with Helen’s depth of 

understanding of the syllabuses and 

values of Speech NZ and with her 

decades-long family connections with 

our organisation is able to join us on the 

Board.” 

 

James Pugsley wins Nikau Scholarship 
 

The Nikau Foundation of Wellington annually awards a 

scholarship to a Speech NZ candidate to fund their 

examination fees for the Advanced Associate Diploma. 

 

This year’s recipient is James Pugsley, a pupil of Lower Hutt-

based teacher Jill Hagan. Over the years, James has achieved 

no less than Honours in every examination since Grade 1 – a 

remarkable result, according to Speech NZ Manager, Maureen 

Gray. 

 

The scholarship was handed to James by Speech NZ Trustee 

Rebecca McMenamin at an event at Speech NZ’s National 

Office in Wellington. Rebecca was the recipient just a few 

years ago of a similar Community Foundation award when she 

won a Geyser Community Foundation Speech NZ Scholarship. 

 

Adrienne Bushell, donor of the Laurie Bushell Endowment 

Fund at the Nikau Foundation from where the grant for the scholarship was made, was unfortunately not able to 

attend. On her way to Molesworth Street, Adrienne got caught up in a police road closure as they arrested someone 

who had threatened to blow up some Wellington CBD buidings. “A truly eventful day for all involved!” said Maureen 

Gray. 

 

Adrienne and her family had established the fund in the name of her late husband as an effective way of remembering 

someone special, in this case a man who loved the arts in all its forms.  
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Dr Helen O'Neill/Sister Leonie at her 

graduation with PhD at the University 

of Canterbury in 2007. 

 Photo: Simon Petersen 

 

Sister Leonie graduates with PhD at 76 
 

Hardly any meeting of the Trustees of 

Speech NZ takes place without a 

mention of Sister Leonie. To ClipBoard 

readers who may not know much about 

this vital figure in the area of Speech and 

Drama teaching in New Zealand, the 

material published at the time of her 

graduation with a doctorate from 

Canterbury University in 2007 provides 

excellent insights. 

 

This article is based on a detailed story 

about Sister Leonie written by the late 

Dorothy Hunt, then editor of NZine, 

New Zealand’s first online magazine. 

Speech NZ is grateful to her husband, 

Peter Hunt, for allowing Speech NZ to 

use parts of Dorothy’s story for this 

article. She had set out to answer three 

questions:  

 

 Why did Sister Leonie want to return 

to serious study?  

 What did she have to do to qualify 

for the PhD? 

 How did she overcome the 

difficulties resulting from her limited 

mobility? 

 

Sadness about lack of poetry 
Sister Leonie had never stopped 

studying, always putting her keen mind 

to work as she taught Speech and Drama 

and sharing her love of poetry with her 

students. Her return to formal studies 

happened in stages as a result of these 

interests. Gaining PhD filled a great part 

of her life for over three years. She was 

driven by her sadness about so many 

young people leaving school without 

being introduced to the life-enriching 

experience of studying poetry. 

 

The title of her PhD thesis is: Once 

preferred, now peripheral: the place of 

poetry in the teaching of English in the 

NZ curriculum for Year 9, 10 and 11 

students. It was her enthusiasm for this 

topic and the courage with which she has 

faced her impaired mobility for many 

years that enabled her to endure her 

walking problems and to use her battery-

powered chair to where she had to be to 

gather the evidence needed to support 

her case for educational change.  

 

Start of more formal studies 

Sister Leonie was preparing to examine 

some Speech and Drama candidates in 

Australia and wanted to brush up on her 

knowledge of Australian literature. She 

found a paper on Young Adult Fiction 

at Canterbury University which 

included Australian literature. As she 

had gained BA in English from 

Canterbury 38 years earlier, she was 

allowed to enrol. A discussion with Dr 

Dennis Walker, Head of English, led to 

a BA Honours course. Sister Mary 

Catherwood, leader of the Sisters of 

Mercy, strongly encouraged her to go 

ahead. Her papers for BA Honours 

included Shakespeare, Young Adult 

Fiction and Literary Theory. She 

graduated BA Honours, First Class, in 

English.  

 

Next step: a Masters 
Although she had believed that she 

would go no further, Professor David 

Gunby urged her to enrol for a PhD. 

She refused, but did agree to do a 

40,000 word thesis over two years for a 

Masters with Michael Harlow, a 

Christchurch poet then living in 

Alexandra, as her topic. This became a 

voyage of discovery as Harlow gave her 

original material and discussed with her 

how a poet builds a poem. She was 

learning about the writing of poetry as 

well as reading it. Each month she 

discussed her progress with poet Rob 

Jackaman, her supervisor. 

 

Her Masters thesis was titled: Making 

the unconscious conscious through 

language - the Jungian influence in the 

writing of Michael Harlow. Her MA was 

awarded with Distinction.  

 

What do you want to do before 
you die? 
That was the question asked of Sister 

Leonie by Professor Gunby when she 

thought that she had studied enough. Her 

answer: “I want to restore poetry to its 

rightful place in the English 

curriculum.” This became the subject of 

her PhD thesis and of her intensive 

research over the next three years. 

 

She was given two supervisors: 

Professor Gunby from English and Dr 

Elody Rathgen from Education. To 

quote from her thesis: “Poetry has 

undoubted value in the English 

programme as a literary text and plays a 

major role in the imaginative 

development of students and in 

stimulating in them the ability to 

interpret layers of meaning in a brief 

text. I am convinced that depriving 

students of this essential aspect of the 

English programme condemns them to a 

narrow range of skills in speaking, 

writing and reading English.”  

 

Her research included a literature survey 

of English curricula since 1945; written 

surveys of and interviews with English 

teachers; questionnaires to English 

students at the University of Canterbury 

and to students who had studied poetry 

with her since 1954; and attending 

classes at Christchurch College of 

Education. 

 

She then submitted her thesis and 

defended it in front of a panel. 

 

A final word from Dr Sister Leonie: 

“The support of the Sisters of Mercy at 

each stage of the journey shows the 

presence of God in my life. My work 

will ultimately enrich the lives of all 

young students.”  

 

 

Source: Dorothy Hunt, NZine, 10 

August 2007. http://www.nzine.co.nz 

/features/helen_oneill.html 



  

Page 8 

Speech NZ ClipBoard  June 2014 

Denis Welch was the writer in residence in 

2013 at Randall Cottage, Wellington. He is 

working on a biography of former New 

Zealand Prime Minister Norman Kirk.  

 

Denis is a former Deputy Editor of the NZ 

Listener and media commentator on Radio NZ 

National as well as working as a bulletin 

writer and editor there. 

Searching for Denis Welch, the Poet 
A Speech Teacher’s Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Dinie 

Well, that’s very flattering, 
thank you. 

I have not been much of a 
published poet – other kinds of 
book, but not poetry – which 
would explain why your search 
didn’t get far. 

However, I have been writing 
poems for many years and have 
often read them at poetry cafés 
and the like. 

There are many to choose from, 
half of them fearfully gloomy, 
but with your student in mind 
I’m attaching five more, ranging 
from the very short to the very 
long. 

I’d be fascinated to know why you 
chose me! 

Please tell her I am very happy 
that she loves Hansel and Gretel so 
much as it's always been a 
favourite of mine too. 

Denis 

 

 

Hello Denis 

Thank you very much indeed for the varied 

range of poems you have been kind enough to 

send me.  I know my student will be delighted. 

She is doing a Grade 5 Speech and Drama 

exam for Speech New Zealand. 

She was initially not so keen on poetry of any 

kind, but when I read ’ Hansel and Gretel are 

Not Dead’ out to her to use for her Grade 4 

exam last year she just absolutely loved it, and 

spoke it so well that she passed that exam with 

Honours Plus. 

For Grade 5 they have to recite one and study 

at least two more poems by the same poet, so she 

wanted to continue with your work. 

Thank you once again, I will remember to let 

you know how she gets on in the exam. 

Best wishes in your residence year in 

Wellington.  

Dinie 

Dear Denis 

I am a Speech and Drama teacher. 

One of my students has chosen your work and 

poetry to study for her upcoming exams. I can 

only find two poems however, ‘Hansel and Gretel 

are not Dead’, and ‘Shannelle’. 

I am sure you must have written more than that, 

but my search to date has not been successful. 

Can you point me in the right direction, please? 

It would be very much appreciated. 

Dinie Bevers 
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Race Relations Commissioner 

Dame Susan Devoy 

Race Relations Commissioner 
acknowledges Professional Speaking for 

Migrants course 

 

The back yards 
of Aro Street 

Denis Welch 

 

They talk over their own fences, 

these yards, to each other 

all day long – the news travels 

up and down the street, 

it goes from garden to garden, 

they’re in constant communion, 

yard on yard. If you look 

from the window you’ll see them 

at it, wagging their heads 

and whispering secrets 

up and down the line. 

 

So much to say! 

So much to pass on! 

The yards know things 

that the houses don’t, 

and it only takes 

a shift in the wind 

for the word to get around. 

 

There is birdsong, yes, 

and the sigh of floating spores, 

an opening and shutting of doors; 

house-hidden the traffic roars. 

 

But here at the upper window 

look out a little with me, 

look out with me in the stillness 

of this lonely afternoon, 

Listen – you’ll hear them, the back 

yards 

of Aro Street, talking freely, 

talking from fence to fence, 

talking as if the world would never 

end; 

talking behind the hands 

of the houses in front of them. 

Every month, the Race Relations 

Commissioner Dame Susan Devoy 

publishes a newsletter On The Bright 

Side in which she acknowledges 

positive contributions to cultural 

diversity and race relations in New 

Zealand. In a recent issue she had this 

to say about a Professional Speaking 

for Migrants course in Rotorua: 

 

Migrants seeking to develop their 

public speaking skills were given a 

helping hand by the Rotorua 

Multicultural Council. An enthusiastic 

group of newcomers participated in a 

free 10 week training course taught by 

Dr Margriet Theron. The course 

enabled the participants, who already 

had a good knowledge of English, to 

develop their ability to speak with 

confidence and clarity. Their new 

skills will also help them to give talks 

and presentations, prepare for job 

interviews and promotions, and assist 

them to interpret and translate between 

their first language and English. 

 

Those that attended the training course 

said that it boosted their confidence 

and helped them to express their 

thoughts when they were at work or 

out in the community. The course also 

provided a chance to mix with people 

from many different countries and 

learn about different cultures. 

 

At the conclusion of the course, all 13 

participants sat a Professional 

Speaking examination of Speech New 

Zealand. Everyone passed the 

examination, with five passing with 

distinction. 

 

The training course was funded by the 

Mokoia Community Association and 

coordinated by the Rotorua 

Multicultural Council. 

 

The above article and a photo of the 

Professional Speaking for Migrants 

class, as well as other good news 

stories about race relations in New 

Zealand are available at 

http://tinyurl.com/nkrwtc3 

 

 

Jaimee Wiggins (above) from John 

Paul College in Rotorua was recently 

awarded a Geyser Community 

Foundation Speech NZ scholarship. 

The scholarship will cover her fees for 

her Associate of the New Zealand 

Speech Board examinations. 

 

Jaimee’s teacher, Gabrielle Thurston, 

said: “Jaimee is a girl who is a born 

teacher. She helps me teach a group of 

young students after school. She is 

encouraging and inspirational, and the 

students adore her.” 

http://tinyurl.com/nkrwtc3
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ 

 

Improvisation as a 
group or as individuals 
In Speech and Drama Grades 6 

and 7 Module 2, if students go into the 

examination room as a group, will they 

be asked to do the improvisation 

element as a group or as individuals? 

 

Regardless of the Grade, 

examiners usually do set 

improvisation tasks for groups. 

Sometimes, if there are, say, four in a 

group, they may set improvisations for 

pairs. However occasionally in higher 

grades some examiners have asked 

candidates to perform individual 

improvisations.  

 

It is wise to get your students to practice 

the skills of solo improvisations as well 

as those required in groups. 

 

Personal experience 
talk about a movie 

I have a sparky Grade 1 student 

who is keen to talk about her personal 

experience of watching the movie, Sea 

Biscuit. She is aware that she would 

have to focus on her reactions rather 

than just tell the story. Would that be 

acceptable for a personal experience 

talk? 

 

Absolutely. This talk about a 

movie can be a personal 

experience. As you say, the talk 

would need to focus on her personal 

reactions to the film rather than the 

story. What was it about the film that 

made her feel the way she did – the 

music, the emotional content, the 

suspense, the characters, and so on?  

 

It would be useful if somewhere within 

the introduction she mentions that she 

wants to talk about her experience of 

watching the movie. That would help to 

focus her talk and also ensure that the 

examiner is aware of the aspect she is 

covering. 

 

Pairs working on 
thematic programme 

Speech and Drama Grade 7 

Module 3 Communication has a ten 

minute programme on a thematic study. 

This is a wonderfully imaginative option 

for students to take. My query is: can 

two students put together a study or 

does it have to be a singular initiative? I 

have a number of students very keen to 

work on a programme together. 

 

There is no reason why this could 

not be done, as long as you 

follow all the guidelines for 

group work on page seven of the 2012 

syllabus. You suggest two students 

working together and that would work 

well. Speech NZ would not advise 

adding any more to the group.  

 

With two students working on a 

programme, although it is not called for 

in the syllabus, as a courtesy to the 

examiner it would be helpful to get copy 

of the pieces used, along with the theme, 

to the Local Secretary a few days before 

the examination. That way the examiner 

is also well prepared and can have time 

to glance through the pieces beforehand. 

 

Dressing up for 
characterisations 

In Grade examinations, is it 

appropriate for a student to dress up as 

the character they are performing in a 

characterisation? To what level can they 

dress up? For example, could or should 

this dressing up include makeup? 

 

Generally dressing up is not 

necessary in Speech and Drama 

Grade examinations. However, 

for Theatre in Action it may be quite 

appropriate.  
 

If you look at senior Grades where a 

student may be doing, say, a piece from 

The Importance of Being Earnest, then a 

long rehearsal skirt is entirely 

appropriate, and really helps the 

deportment and development of the 

character.  
 

Some senior students wear “rehearsal 

blacks” so there is no distraction that 

could be created by school uniforms. 

That said, examiners report having seen 

some stunning, well contrasted, 

characterisations presented at Grade 8 in 

school uniforms and the acting skills 

were so strong that they totally forgot 

the uniform. The work itself is what the 

examiner is assessing.  

Younger students LOVE dressing up, so 

ask yourself:  

 

 Will this enhance the 

characterisation? 

 Will dressing up take valuable 

examination time? 

 Will dressing up prove a distraction 

in the rest of the examination? 

 

Speech NZ examiners often find that 

candidates who dress up too much, put 

so much effort into the dressing up that 

the acting skills are neglected. Some-

times just a jacket, shawl, skirt or hat is 

needed to suggest a character. Maybe 

noses or ears or tails for animal 

characters.  

 

Consider the dictum that less is more. 

Perhaps work with students to discover 

the minimum they can use to aid their 

character for the examination. Then they 

can do a full-blown presentation to 

friends and family later! 

 

Dressing up for talks 
If a student is presenting a talk on 

a particular topic, is it appropriate 

to dress up for that talk? For example, if 

a student is doing a talk on baking and 

wants to wear an apron and a baker’s 

hat, is that OK? 

 
For talks it totally depends on the 

speaker, the audience and the 

occasion. There is certainly not a 

black and white answer.  

 

The baker’s apron and hat you suggest 

may well be appropriate to gain 

attention and lead into the body of a 

talk. As a teacher, ensure that any 

accessories are an integral part of the 

talk and not just decoration.  

 

For example, the “baker” may be 

including a demonstration and needs to 

protect clothing and thus refer to the 

apron and hat, or the talk may include a 

section on health and safety.  

 

A Grade 1 or 2 talk on soccer may well 

see a candidate wearing a soccer jersey 

with great pride. However, there is then 

usually a reference to this within the 

talk.  

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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For their Speech NZ Communication in Leadership 

examinations the Saint Kentigern students had to identify 

an occasion and a specific audience for each task. This 

challenged the girls, and it was wonderful to see them 

using events from the school’s calendar such as 

Grandparents Day and Mother/Daughter High Tea as their 

inspiration. They also shared inspirational texts with their 

audience, from Dr Seuss to Mother Teresa, Roald Dahl 

and the Bible. 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ 

 

Theatre in Action 
examination time 
In the Theatre in Action syllabus 

under each Section 2 item it states, for 

example, Total Performance Time 20 

minutes. Is this the total time for the 

Section 2 devised performance, or the 

total time for sections 1 and 2, the text-

based and devised performances 

combined? 

 

The time printed is the total 

performance time for both 

Sections 1 and 2. Younger 

candidates in small groups may not need 

all the time allowed. However, larger 

groups will usually fully utilise the time 

limit.  

 

Connecting modulation 
and thought 
The new Public Speaking 

syllabus, Grade 5 Module 1 Section 3(i) 

refers to students being able to discuss 

"The way modulation is connected with 

thoughts and used to make our speaking 

interesting and effective." 

 

I would appreciate some clarification 

around the reference to “thoughts”. 

What kind of response is the examiner 

looking for from the student? Is it the 

thoughts of the speaker or of the 

receiver? 

 

This section has not changed in 

the new Public Speaking 

Syllabus, and it is the same as in 

the Speech and Drama Syllabus.  

 

As always the examiner is seeking to 

discover a candidate’s understanding of 

a concept – not just rote learning. It is 

the “thoughts” of a speaker that, in fact 

create modulation.  

 

In everyday speaking we do not even 

think to ourselves: ”I am very angry and 

therefore I will use a lower pitch, a 

slower pace and a louder volume as I 

speak”. Or if someone is excited about a 

forthcoming event they may speak more 

quickly and in a higher pitch. Our 

thoughts are connected to the vocal 

mechanism and the changes in pitch, 

pace and volume happen automatically. 

 

What Speech NZ is seeking to introduce 

with this discussion at Grade 5 is for the 

candidate to be able to define and 

explain those elements of modulation 

and, importantly, understand how we 

may use them, either consciously (this 

phrase in my talk is highly important 

therefore I speak it at a slower rate to 

enhance retention of the idea) or 

subconsciously (the natural animation or 

modulation, that may be heard in a 

voice as someone recounts a moving 

anecdote).  

 

 

Communication in Leadership at Saint Kentigern 
Judy Norton, Speech and Drama teacher 

 

Preparation for leadership 

At Saint Kentigern Girls’ School in Remuera, Auckland, all 

Year 8 students assume leadership roles during their final year 

in our school. The girls look forward to this privilege. In recent 

years we have introduced Speech NZ’s Oral Assessment 

Programme to the lower levels in the school. This proved to be 

a great success. After discovering the Introduction to 

Communication in Leadership Oral Assessment we thought it 

would be ideal for our Year 7 students to use as part of the 

training for their leadership roles.  

 

Their preparation made them explore the meaning of leadership 

and identify the qualities of great leaders. They developed the 

key communication skills necessary in their leadership roles for 

the following year and also the ability to articulate their ideas 

with clarity, confidence and courtesy in school, social, and 

public settings.  

 

These qualities were evident when they sat their Leadership 

Interviews. Our Management Team, who interviewed the girls 

for leadership roles, were impressed with how well all the 

students conducted themselves in these interviews. They 

remarked particularly on the notable improvement with how 

the girls could articulate their thoughts about leadership with a 

greater depth and understanding than they have done in 

previous years.  

 Continued on page 12 
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Celebrating 50 years of Helping 
Our Nation to Communicate! 
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Communication in Leadership at Saint Kentigern 
 Continued from page 11 

In their Communication in Leadership examinations the 

Saint Kentigern girls used extracts from interviews with 

NZ artists and musicians. They involved school values 

and examples of service. Students were able to 

individualise their programmes and choose materials 

which reflected their interests. A music student chose to 

prepare a welcome for an Auckland Philharmonic 

Orchestra quintet. An art student placed her inspirational 

text at the opening of an art exhibition. 

 

The students enjoyed the experience and saw the 

benefits they gained from it: 

 

 I will incorporate all the things I have learnt from my 

inspirational leader and all the qualities she has, to 

help me work and get on with people next year, and 

fulfil my leadership role. 

 I thought it was a great experience and I can apply 

what I have learnt to my leadership role. It took 

determination to get the work done. My result made 

me proud and satisfied. 

 The experience proved to myself that I am capable of 

being a leader next year, a leader that can talk 

confidently. 

 

The students and teachers have seen the value of this 

addition to our Senior Speech and Drama programme. 

The students were all proud of their achievements and 

excellent results. They were also excited to commence 

their leadership roles knowing they had confidence in 

their public speaking skills and a great understanding of 

what it means to be a leader. 
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