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Teens Making Scenes at Whangarei’s 
New Zealand Post Children’s Book Festival 

 

Speech and drama students 

from Whangarei participated 

in their city's library festival in 

support of the NZ Post 

Children's Book Awards in 

June. 

 

The awards recognise the best 

books for children and 

teenagers published annually 

in NZ in four categories: 

Young Adult Fiction, Junior 

Fiction, Non-fiction and 

Picture Book. 

 

Festivals throughout the 

country feature a variety of 

events. Sue Scott, Whangarei 

children's librarian and event 

organiser, approached Helen 

Morton-Jones, speech and 

drama teacher, and her group 

of students. Helen says: “I was 

thrilled to be involved. The 

national theme was Living 

Books, which is a concept that 

I try to bring into my 

teaching.” 

 

Helen spent the April school 

holidays selecting books for 

the three events her students 

would stage. “One which I 

couldn't put down dealt with 

many areas of discrimination.” 

 

For the Character Hunt, 20 

characters from children's 

books hide around the library. 

Children collect a stamp from 

each character to receive a 

prize. Some characters were 

from the finalists’ books, while 

others were from the classics.  

 

Two events dreamed up by librarian Sue 

to represent the Living Books theme 

were a statue window in the main 

shopping street; and half-hour 

performances of scenes representing the 

finalist books staged in the children's 

library area. 

 

Helen saw the potential for the scenes to 

be used later in the regional speech and 

drama competitions and to enter 

students for the Speech NZ Theatre in 

Action examination. She selected two 

finalist books from Junior Fiction and 

two from Teen Fiction. 

 

“I knew that I wouldn't be able to read 

all the books in time as I had to devise 

scripts, select students, find costumes,  
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Feedback on ClipBoard 
 

Stimulating ClipBoard 
Congratulations (on the June 2013 

ClipBoard)! This is very exciting – good 

coverage over a range of topics, 

wonderful graphics and photos, good 

solid information and articles. I love the 

photos. 

 

You have set the bar to a very high 

standard! Absolutely stimulating and 

very professional. 

 

Claire Marsh 

Morrinsville 

 

Match with what employers 

want 
Now that I have skimmed through the 

latest ClipBoard, I must take time to 

congratulate you on the most 

enthralling, uplifting publication that 

Speech NZ has produced. I do so wish 

that the Minister of Education would 

read it. The Speech NZ students so 

match the findings of the research 

undertaken by the Ministry of Education 

about what employers look for in 

graduates: 

 

 Strong interpersonal skills 

 Strong verbal communication skills 

 Strong written communication skills 

 Flexible and adaptable “can do” 

attitude 

 Sound academic achievement  

 Self-motivated self-starter 

 Team player 

 Have energy and enthusiasm 

 Problem solving skills 

 Analytical and conceptual skills. 

 

Meredith Caisley 

Caisley Communication Consultancy 

Auckland 

Migrant Professional Speaking 

students at ARMS 
Lovely to see Meredith Caisley and her 

class of Professional Speaking for 

Migrants students at Auckland Regional 

Migrant Services featured in the June 

2013 ClipBoard.  

 

Margriet has certainly done a great job 

with this edition — lots of meaty stuff 

and visuals as well. 

 
Lorraine Parker 

Auckland 

 

Migrants trained as 

interpreters 
Thank you for the excellent write-up 

about the Speech NZ Professional 

Speaking for Migrants students who 

have now become trained interpreters.  

 

Alexis LewGor 

President, Rotorua Multicultural 

Council  

National Secretary, NZ Federation of 

Multicultural Councils 

 

Delphine’s OCESOL 

testimonial 
What a colourful, beautifully presented 

and informative ClipBoard I received in 

my inbox today. Well done to the editor 

for an excellent read. I was also very 

surprised and pleased to have such a 

large section dedicated to Oral 

Communication in English for Speakers 

of Other Languages. Thank you for 

including this story and emphasising all 

the great work this syllabus encourages 

across New Zealand. I did like the way 

Delphine's story was presented. Thank 

you so much for the care you took with 

the OCESOL information. It was really 

great. I showed it to my head of 

department (at the Eastern Institute of 

Technology) and she was very happy to 

have that publicity. She was going to 

have the link put on our EIT 

International Facebook page. Hopefully 

it will attract some students. 

 

Katie Barton-Ginger 

Hawke’s Bay 

 

Nikau Foundation Speech NZ 

scholarship 
Thanks you for the super article about 

the Nikau Foundation scholarship 

awarded to Angie Wood to fund her 

Associate of Speech NZ examination! 

 

Adrienne Bushell 

Development Manager 

Nikau Foundation, Wellington 

 

Interesting read 
ClipBoard is always such a well-put 

together magazine and interesting read. 

Well done. 

 

Rebecca McMenamin 

Wellington 

 

Wonderful success stories 
I received ClipBoard from Speech NZ 

and it is wonderful to see the success 

stories. Waiariki has been encouraging 

its staff and students to be part of this 

wonderful programme. 

 

Bipul Das 

International Relationships Manager – 

Indonesia and Middle East 

International Centre 

Waiariki Institute of Technology 

Rotorua 

 

www.speechnz.co.nz 
 

 

 Syllabuses for all Speech NZ examinations 

 Code of Ethics for Speech NZ 

 Replacement Certificates 

 Book lists and teacher resources 

 Grades badges 

 Examination fees 

 Previous copies of ClipBoard  

 Scholarships 

 Becoming an examiner 

 Success stories of alumni 

 Local Secretaries’ contact details 

 Background of Speech NZ Trustees 

 Guidance for theory candidates 

 Fee refund policy 

 Examination schedules 

 Follow Speech NZ on Twitter: @speechnz 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
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Claudia Cooke and her brother Josh Cooke in a scene from Mandy 

Hagar’s The Nature of Ash. 

Speech NZ students star in Whangarei 
Continued from page 1 

and do rehearsals! David Hill's My Brother's War was 

first pick. A Barbara Else sequel to a bestseller was the 

next option. Then it was a process of elimination based 

on the covers.” 

 

Despite the saying “Don't judge a book by its cover” 

Helen knew she had to make quick decisions, and some 

books she just couldn't cast, based on reading just the 

blurb on the back. The overall winner, Into the River, fell 

into this category. It would have been unsuitable to stage 

for the library audience
1
. 

 

For the Story Statues in the city shop window Helen 

found a running theme “Aotearoa” and she included non-

fiction such as the one about the NZ seashore and several 

of the picture books. Students practiced for weeks to 

keep still. The scene was dressed with native plants, 

autumn leaves and clouds (a theme from the picture book 

Mr Bear Branches and the Cloud Conundrum). This 

suited junior and less experienced students from Helen's 

drama academy which is aptly named Making A Scene. 

 

Senior students rehearsed several scenes selected for their dialogue and suitability to casting. The librarians were delighted 

because the selection targeted an audience they had previously not been able to reach through the Character Hunt. The event was 

named Teen Scenes, and promoted in the schools for Years 7 to 10. 

 
“A highlight for me was the realisation that I could use the scenes for Theatre in Action, a syllabus I had been eager to explore 

with my students.” The Nature of Ash by Mandy Hagar is set in Wellington in the near future in a sci-fi reality where the New 

Zealand government had sold out to international corporates. Peppered with political issues, this thriller's main character is a 

young university student who has to look after his dependant brother after their father is murdered. “I was thrilled to be able to 

include in the cast Josh Cooke, the 18-year old brother of one of my students, a young man with Down's syndrome, to represent 

Mickey. The book dealt with many topical issues and created in-depth discussion among the students.” 

 

Busby Ramshaw Grice Award for Professional Speaking 
In the June 2013 ClipBoard there was a report on Bryan Buenger receiving the BRG Award for achieving the best marks in  

New Zealand in a Professional Speaking examination (see June 2013 ClipBoard on www.speechnz.co.nz).  

Here is part of the message of congratulation from Brian Small, one of the three co-owners of BRG. 

 

“Bryan, we congratulate you on your achievement, and we’re delighted this award is being presented to you on our behalf. 

Everything we’ve heard from the examiners suggests you have plenty of natural talent. They describe you as a confident, 

experienced and enthusiastic communicator, both orally and in writing. We suspect underneath you’re also very determined. 

Natural talent only gets you so far. A lot of hard work is needed to obtain this Diploma with distinction. 

 

“BRG is a seven person, Wellington-based, public relations firm. We have a strong professional interest in all forms of 

communication, including speech-making. Among many other things, we provide presentation training, media training and 

writing training. Our strong view is that the best communication equipment a person can have is standing in the shoes they’re 

wearing. What Speech New Zealand provides are the tools to make that equipment realise its full potential. That fits nicely with 

what we tell our clients, hence this sponsorship. 

 

“Bryan, the Speech New Zealand examiners also said that your good humour pervaded the entire session. We suspect the worldly 

experience you gained before entering the priesthood has put you in good stead
2
. Good humour would’ve helped immensely in 

either a classroom or an aircraft. With all that you’ve done, and the extra skills now under your belt, we’re sure you’ll deal with 

any pastoral communication challenge thrown your way. The Church is all the richer for having someone like you on board. Good 

luck for the remainder of your studies at Holy Cross, and we wish you and everyone in the room today all the best.” 

                                                           
1 The Radio NZ interview on the controversy around this book is at: http://tinyurl.com/k7xbgf3 with another view at http://tinyurl.com/n5emugq 
2
 Brian had been a flight attendant for a major US airline and a secondary school teacher before starting his training at the Holy 

Cross Seminary in Auckland. 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Clipboard-2013-06.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/k7xbgf3
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Photo: Ben Fraser, Rotorua Daily Post 

 

Speech NZ’s Deputy Chair Gabrielle Thurston 

receives a leadership award 

In the Rotorua Daily Post of 5 August 

2013 Rebecca Malcolm reported that 

Gabrielle Thurston was clearly 

delighted at being honoured with a 

Rotorua Community Leadership Award 

— but more so because of the 

recognition it shows for the subjects of 

Speech and Drama. The Leadership 

Awards are run by the Rotorua District 

Council, the Sir Peter Blake Trust, the 

Rotorua Daily Post, More FM and the 

Rotorua Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Drawing the best from 
students 

Gabrielle has been very passionate 

about these subjects since she started off 

as a six-year-old taking part in 

performances. She has now forged a 

career in teaching the performing arts, 

both at John Paul College where she is 

Head of the Drama Department, and 

through her very successful private 

studio Catch A Rising Star. She has 

taught Speech and Drama in Rotorua for 

more than 35 years, and has a special 

talent to draw out the natural ability of 

her students. She moulds them into top 

performers in examinations and 

competitions.  

 

Many of Gabrielle’s students have 

achieved highly in the performing arts, 

with several becoming finalists in New 

Zealand Performer of the Year awards. 

In 2009 her son Christian won the title. 

He is now an opera singer while 

studying for a degree in Wellington, the 

only one of her three boys to go on to 

have a career in the arts. 

 

Several of Gabrielle’s students have 

gone on to perform on stage at the 

Globe Theatre in London. She is always 

thrilled when she receives messages 

from students years down the track 

relating their successes. 

 

Major contributions to  
Speech NZ 

Gabrielle has been an examiner for 

Speech New Zealand since 1998, and 

has served as a Trustee for many years.  

 

Last year she was elected as Deputy 

Chairman of the Board and as Chair of 

the Examinations Division. She has 

additional responsibilities for examiner 

training and for dealing with 

complaints; and has compiled and 

moderated theory papers for Speech NZ. 

She adjudicates at festivals and 

competitions throughout the country. 

 

Among Gabrielle’s qualifications are 

Fellow of Trinity College Guildhall 

London, Licentiate of the NZ Speech 

Board in Public Speaking and Associate 

of the NZ Speech Board in Speech and 

Drama.  

 

She has taken many leadership roles in 

the arts in teaching, producing, directing 

and examining. With her husband Lyall 

she has taken Rotorua secondary school 

students to the prestigious annual Sheila 

Winn National Festival of Shakespeare 

in Schools, held annually in Wellington.  

 

Gabrielle’s passion for the subjects 

stems from seeing the changes in people 

taking part. 

 

“I really love what it does to people; not 

only does it give them confidence but it 

makes them culturally aware.” 

 

She said the subjects also taught them to 

empathise, to communicate properly, 

and to develop critical thinking skills. 

 

“All those skills can be transferred to 

anything else in life.” 

 

Having taught for so many years, 

Gabrielle said she had seen several 

changes in the subjects of Speech and 

Drama. The introduction of NCEA has 

made one of the biggest differences and 

has helped the subjects — especially 

Drama — to be seen as worthwhile 

subjects. 

 

“I believe that this says: ‘This is a 

subject you can achieve credits in and 

you can get into university with.’” 

 

Gabrielle loves the arts, and goes to as 

many performances as she can. 

 

What makes a great talk great? 

Below is a web address for an excellent 

talk on what makes a great talk great.  

 

The presenter is Chris Anderson, and 

the occasion was TEDGlobal 2013 in 

Edinburgh, Scotland. One quote from 

Chris: “Above all else, there is no 

formula. We want you to do it the way 

that you do it best. And through that 

message, people’s lives will be changed 

forever.”  

 

You will find the video at:  

http://tinyurl.com/l3q5hck  

 

http://tinyurl.com/l3q5hck
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Judi Billcliff Does The Boogey 
 

Fresh poems for competitions 
Judi Billcliff started writing poems for her Speech and Drama 

students when she could not find fresh New Zealand poems for 

competitions. But her connections with drama go back much further 

than that: she started learning Speech and Drama when she was ten, 

and teaching it when she was 19. 

 

She has been heavily involved as a tutor and competitor in 

Theatresports for many years. She is one of those volunteers on whose 

skills and labour the speech competitions survive and grow: in Te 

Awamutu since 1982 including nine years as convenor; and 

adjudicating in North Shore in 2010.  

 

Judi has always enjoyed writing: two stage plays for which she has 

sold performing rights, and, her real love, fun rhyming poems. The 

popularity of her poems spread beyond her own students, and soon 

she was being asked when her book of poems was coming out. She 

put her love of children, humour, rhyme, language and photography 

together, and Rainbow Poetry was born. 

 

Granny Does The Boogey 
The first collection of poems to be published by Rainbow Poetry has a 

typical Judi title: “Granny Does The Boogey”. The diverse range of 

poems has something for everyone between four and twelve years. 

Children who have seen the poems 

love them; teachers are eager to 

use them in the classroom to 

encourage language development; 

and grandparents enjoy sharing 

them with their grandchildren. The 

book will be launched in Hamilton 

on 14 September 2013 and will be 

available from Books for Kids in 

Hamilton East at $17.99, or 

directly from Judi on 

rainbowpoetry@gmail.com at $20, 

including postage within NZ. 

 

National Poetry Competition runner-up 
The NZ Playcentre Association has run a National Poetry Competition 

and one of Judi’s poems for children under seven years has been 

awarded the prize as runner-up. Her poem will be published with the 

other winners later this year by Playcentre.  

 

There are some more of Judi’s poems on her website: 

www.rainbowpoetry.co.nz. She is working on the next collection: a 

book of rhymes for preschoolers. 
 
 

 

 

 

Lucy’s Lament 
 

Here I am at drama class 

Hoping it will be fun. 

Last week it was athletics 

And all I did was run! 

 

Before that I tried gymnastics 
But I couldn’t do a tumble. 

All the teacher said to me 

Was, “grumble, grumble, grumble.” 

 

Then it was off to painting class, 

Although I must confess 
While my teacher said, “a good attempt,” 

I thought it looked a mess. 

 

Music lessons were a failure, 

My fingers were too short. 
The teacher spoke with utter disgust, 

“That child never can be taught!” 

 

Mum dragged me off to swimming club, 

“I want to enrol my daughter.” 

One important thing had slipped her mind, 
I was terrified of water. 

 

Just when I had given up, 

Dad suggested drama school. 

I can’t believe I liked it 
And thought that it was cool. 

 

The teacher said that I was great 

And wondered where I’d been. 

Dad said what she really meant, 

Was I’m a Drama Queen. 
 

©2013 Judi Billcliff 

Rainbow Poetry 

My cousin Annabella Marie 

Is always finding trouble, 

She put their cat in the washing machine 

And gave a hedgehog a cuddle. 
From: Up Up And Away by Judi Billcliff 

 

My friend Sally saw a strange looking rabbit, 
She said it was lilac and blue, 

With floppy red ears, and a bright orange nose. 

I think she was tricking. Do you? 
From: Rainbow Rabbit by Judi Billcliff 

 

mailto:rainbowpoetry@gmail.com
http://www.rainbowpoetry.co.nz/
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Speech New Zealand 
@speechnz 

 
Speech and drama examination board conducting examinations 
throughout New Zealand. Syllabuses: speech, drama, theatre, 

OCESOL, public and professional speaking. 

 
Wellington, New Zealand   speechnz.co.nz 

Why is Speech NZ on Twitter? Should you be there, too? 
 

Speech New Zealand recently updated 

its website, www.speechnz.co.nz. Many 

speech, drama and communication 

teachers who prepare students for our 

examinations find the resources, which 

are available for free, very useful. 

 

Now Speech NZ has moved further into 

the age of the social media by getting a 

Twitter page. This does not cost us 

anything, and is providing another 

means of getting brief messages about 

useful teaching material; the business 

side of operating a speech and drama 

studio; and success stories about our 

students out to the speech, drama, 

OCESOL and communication teaching 

community quickly and with little 

effort. It is also helping us to build up a 

network of individuals and 

organisations that we did not even know 

about, and who are also active in 

helping people to improve their ability 

to communicate effectively. 

 

If you are still wondering if it is really 

necessary to be on Twitter, this website 

will be most helpful: 

www.socialmediaexaminer.com/how-

to-use-twitter-for-business-and-

marketing/  Here is an introduction to 

Twitter based on the user-friendly and 

easy to read Social Media Examiner 

guide. 

 

What is Twitter? 

Twitter allows you to send out short 

messages of up to 140 characters to 

people who have subscribed to your 

Twitter page. They are called your 

followers, and each message is called a 

tweet. Because the messages are so 

short, it is quick to scan through your 

list of new tweets to see if there is 

anything of interest. You can include 

website addresses in your tweets if you 

want to guide your followers to some 

useful article that you have found on the 

Internet. You can also attach a video or 

a photograph. 

 

You can follow people or organisations 

on Twitter if you want to stay in touch 

with what they are doing, or if you 

believe that they are doing work of 

value to you or your colleagues that you 

may want to pass on.  

 

Setting up a Twitter account 

The first step to take to become part of 

the Twitter world is to go to 

www.twitter.com and to follow the 

instructions at Sign Up For Twitter. You 

decide on the name of your account, and 

you can upload one or two photos that 

are consistent with the image you want 

to project. Speech NZ’s Twitter name is 

@speechnz and we have only one image 

to represent us: our logo. Our name and 

logo appear next to all of our tweets so 

it was good to find that the @speechnz 

name was still available when we 

registered. You can use the name of 

your business as your Twitter name, and 

include a photo of yourself to add a 

personal touch. 

 

Now you can add more information to 

your profile by adding a location. 

Speech NZ is likely to be in New 

Zealand, but Wellington can be near 

Cape Town, in Florida, near Somerset in 

England, or in Tamil Nadu in India. 

Remember that Twitter is very 

international, and ensure that your 

prospective followers will know where 

you are based. Add your web address if 

you have one, and then a bio of up to 

160 characters about who you are and 

what you do.  

 

Who will I follow? 

Some of the people and organisations 

that you may want to follow on Twitter 

are your past and present students, your 

suppliers and competitors, professional 

organisations related to speech, drama 

and communication, businesses in your 

neighbourhood, and others in your 

professional network.  

 

If you look at @speechnz on Twitter, 

you will see that we are following 31 

people and organisations. Among them 

is Emma Wyatt whose Twitter address 

is @emmapublicwords. She works with 

celebrities to help them to tell their 

stories. On her Twitter page you will 

find a link to a useful article about 

public speaking and body language. 

Until you have joined the Twitter world, 

you can use this tinyurl: 

http://tinyurl.com/ky2paew Emma is 

now following Speech NZ on Twitter, 

so let’s hope that she is finding our 

tweets interesting, too.  

 

Once you are in Twitter, there is a Find 

Friend function which looks at your 

email address book and lets you know 

which of your contacts are on Twitter. 

You can then decide if you want to 

follow them. Here’s hoping that you 

will follow @speechnz! 

 

When do I start tweeting? 

It is wise to stand on the sidelines for a 

while, just reading the tweets of those 

that you are following before jumping in 

and participating by sending out your 

own tweets. The Social Media Examiner 

website mentioned above has excellent 

advice on how to write tweets and how 

to use other functions such as @reply. 

 

Speech NZ used Twitter to congratulate 

Kingi Biddle from Rotorua who placed 

third in the recent Toastmasters World 

Public Speaking Championships. 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/how-to-use-twitter-for-business-and-marketing/
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/how-to-use-twitter-for-business-and-marketing/
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/how-to-use-twitter-for-business-and-marketing/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://tinyurl.com/ky2paew
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Josephine Carpenter at Woodford House, with two of her senior students 

preparing to sit Grade 8 Speech and Drama examinations. On the left is Rebecca 

Lee, the 2012 recipient of the Speech NZ Grade 7 scholarship in Speech and 

Drama; on the right is Harriet Meyer who is Student Head of Drama at 

Woodford House. Josephine has found a place of honour for one of the dolls from 

the Diedre Sneddon Trust collection in her studio. 

 

Jo Carpenter becomes Director of 

Performing Arts at Woodford House 
 
The Trustees of Speech New Zealand 

were delighted to learn that Josephine 

Carpenter has been appointed as 

Director of Performing Arts at 

Woodford House, a boarding school for 

girls in Havelock North, Hawke’s Bay. 

Miss Mabel Annie Hodge, from 

Cheltenham, England established 

Woodford House in 1894. Today the 

school caters for up to 325 boarding and 

day girls from Years 7 to 13.  

 

Jo has been a strong advocate of Speech 

NZ since she completed her Associate 

of the Speech Board examinations in the 

1980s. She has prepared students for 

every Speech NZ syllabus, and was 

accredited as an examiner twenty years 

ago.  

 

While she served as a Trustee on the 

Speech NZ Board, she had special 

responsibility for the Oral 

Communication syllabus. Jo says: “A 

highlight of my time on the Board was 

working alongside Sandra Bartlam, 

preparing the 2006 Oral Communication 

syllabus and writing the teachers’ 

manual StudentSpeak to support the 

syllabus.” 

 

Busy life at Woodford House 

In 2011, after 30 years of studio 

teaching, Jo shut the doors to her home 

studio to focus on her work at Woodford 

House. She became Head of Drama at 

the school and taught junior curriculum 

classes and private Speech and Drama 

groups. Speech, drama and public 

speaking are popular options at the 

school, and Jo also directs the school 

productions and leads other drama 

activities. 

 

Woodford House is keen to build its 

performing arts programme. It 

established the new position of Director 

of Performing Arts to oversee all music 

and drama activities and to create new 

performing arts opportunities for the 

students. Earlier this year Jo was 

appointed as Director of Performing 

Arts. One of the early activities in her 

new role has been directing Antigone.  

 

Outside of school 

Jo recently moved house, from 

Waipukurau to Hastings. She will now 

investigate the possibilities on offer in 

her new home town. She plans to buy a 

bicycle to explore the wonderful cycle 

trails in the region.  

 

Speech NZ congratulates Josephine and 

wishes her and the Performing Arts 

Department at Woodford House well! 
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Pam Logan, Chairman of the Board of Speech NZ 

 

Lyrical or narrative 
poem? 
Would you consider For a Five 

Year Old by Fleur Adcock a lyrical or a 

narrative poem? I feel it is narrative 

with a lyrical element and would be 

very interested to have another opinion. 

 

This is one of those interesting 

poems that do not quite fit one 

category or another. Many poems from 

the later 20
th

 century are not easily 

classified. For some, the lyrical aspect 

might outweigh the narrative. The poet 

is expressing her passion for and 

understanding of the relationship 

between mother and child. The “event” 

is an illustration of this. However one 

could equally say that the first stanza is 

narrative and the second lyrical!  

 

For your student working on this for an 

examination I would suggest you 

explore it in a number of ways. The 

interpretation you finally arrive at will 

be the one that your student relates to 

best and shares. Then be sure that your 

student can justify that decision with 

clear reasons; even sharing the dilemma 

over narrative versus lyrical as part of 

the discussion on the process of 

interpretation. 
 

Programme building 
Although I have created my own 

notes on the teaching of 

programme building for Module 1 of the 

Licentiate of Speech NZ examination, I 

still feel that I haven’t got enough of the 

right information. I have looked for 

books and also looked on-line, but 

haven’t found anything useful. What 

text does Speech NZ recommend for 

this, please? 

 

You are correct, there is very 

little around on programme 

building – let alone teaching it. I 

suppose in terms of teaching it is in fact 

following learning outcomes, then 

perhaps brainstorming with your student 

ways to teach these aspects over a range 

of ages. It might be something as simple 

as assisting a younger group to choose 

some poems and/or drama around a 

theme for their contribution to a parents’ 

night. Then look at what they might 

need to consider to put it together and 

present it: the time available, their own 

skills and ability, their own interests, the 

performance space, and consideration of 

the audience and their needs, for 

example, are there going to be young 

children in the audience as well as 

adults. As teachers we often do these 

things with our students without even 

thinking that we are teaching 

programme building. I am sure there are 

instances you might think about with 

your students. 

 

The Grade 7 Thematic Study is also a 

stepping stone to programme 

development, as are the literature 

modules in Grades 6, 7 and 8. 

 

There is an article on programme 

building on our website. While that is 

designed for consideration in putting 

together diploma programmes there may 

also be some springboard ideas within 

that for teaching this topic. 

 

Does a story have to be 
original? 
I have a student who has chosen 

the “tell a story” option for Grade 4 

Speech and Drama. Does this need to be 

an original story or can it be an existing 

one? 

 

The story in this section may be 

original or an existing story. The 

key aspect is in the learning 

outcomes: “the story should be shared in 

your own words.” It may well be an 

adaptation of an existing story. The 

story can be done with movement, props 

or pictures – whatever is suitable for the 

student and their specified audience. 

 

Spontaneity in the telling and 

connection with the audience are the 

key elements in any storytelling. Look 

also at the learning outcomes for 

impromptu storytelling as they would 

also apply to this exercise. 

 

Task variation: 
Leadership 
I want to apply for task variation 

in the Introduction to Leadership 

examination for a student with dyslexia, 

as Section 3 requires a reading. What 

type of task would be required? 

As you need to replace the 

“reading to inspire”, here are a 

couple of suggestions: a 

storytelling planned to inspire, perhaps 

one with a clear moral; or a talk to 

inspire. Either of these would need to fit 

the three minute time limit, as would 

any other task you might suggest. 

 

The task should also contain as many of 

the parameters of Section 2 as possible, 

such as the audience and occasion for 

the inspirational task. The Learning 

Outcomes you give might include some 

from this section of the syllabus that are 

relevant along with any others that 

might pertain to the chosen task. 

 

The reason Speech NZ asks the teacher 

to select the task and learning outcomes 

is so that they fit the specific needs of 

your student. 

 

Other teachers wishing to apply for a 

task variation should please contact 

National Office for full details and be 

aware that all this needs to be approved 

well before the date of the examination 

so that details can be given to the 

examiner in good time. 

 

Cue cards for Grade 7? 
A student of mine is thinking 

about sitting Grade 7 Module 3 

Communication a programme based on 

a thematic study. Are you allowed cue 

cards or notes? 

 

The thematic study is a really 

interesting section to work on 

with students.  

 

Rather than cue cards it is suggested 

your student uses a flipchart with notes 

of key points for each aspect of the 

study on the page. These help to guide 

your student and, importantly, reinforce 

the message for their chosen audience. 

In addition to the performance aspects 

of this study your student may wish to 

use some quotations within their 

presentation. These may be read from 

the relevant book or possibly from 

cards.  

 

On www.speechnz.co.nz you will also 

find a Guide to Grade 7 Thematic Study 

with further useful information. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

http://www.speechnz.co.nz/


  

Page 9 

September 2013  Speech NZ ClipBoard 

Gladys Song, an immigrant from China, is completing her Bachelor of Nursing studies at Waiariki 

Institute of Technology in Rotorua. Last year she gained the Speech NZ Introductory Certificate in 

Professional Speaking with Distinction after attending the Rotorua Multicultural Council’s course 

on Professional Speaking for Migrants. This year Gladys became a qualified Mandarin/English 

interpreter by attending a course run by Decypher, an interpreting service based in Hamilton. 

 

This is what Gladys wrote to the members of her interpreting class who plan to do the  

Professional Speaking for Migrants course this year. 

 

One migrant’s view on Professional Speaking 

 

To those who have enrolled on the next Professional Speaking 

for Migrants course: “Congratulations!” 

 

It's going to be a great opportunity for you to build up your 

confidence, especially to speak in front of a group of 

professionals and to share your knowledge and expertise.  

 

Public speaking has always been nerve breaking for me. After 

attending the Professional Speaking for Migrants course, I'm 

still nervous about speaking in front of an audience, but I am 

now able to deliver the information accurately and 

professionally while looking relaxed and confident. 

 

Recently I had to present a quality improvement session to a 

group of registered nurses in one of my clinical placements. 

My audiences all had 20+ years of 

experience in the area in which 

they work, and I had to present 

something to them that they know 

hundred times better than I do.  

 

The feedback I received from 

them was amazing. They really 

enjoyed my session and I passed all the criteria for my 

presentation.  

 

Margriet Theron, our Professionals Speaking tutor, is the one 

who should take the credit for this. Public speaking is a skill 

that can be taught and learned. It is never too late to become a 

confident public speaker. 

 

Auckland’s first Professional Speaking 

for Migrants class graduates 
On Saturday 22 June, Claire Marsh of Speech NZ (on the right in the photo below) conducted the examination concluding the 

pilot course of Professional Speaking for Migrants initiated by Auckland Regional Migrant Services and taught by Meredith 

Caisley. Three women sat the examination for the Introductory Certificate in Professional Speaking: a doctor from Sri Lanka, 

Varuni Munasinghage; a psychometrist from Japan, Kanako Gutierrez; and a disabilities case manager from Germany, Flora 

Lehmann.  

 

An audience of 15 family members and friends came to see what the examination entailed and how it would be conducted. This 

was challenging for the candidates who were accustomed to speaking to five or six classmates. However, examiner Claire Marsh 

quickly established a relaxed, friendly environment, and by the end of the first presentation, both candidates and audience settled 

in and enjoyed the performances and 

discussions. 

 

All stayed on after the examination to 

socialise with the examiner and ARMS 

staff. There was an air of euphoria 

generated by the visible increase of 

confidence throughout the afternoon. 

The candidates had excelled themselves, 

once more demonstrating the difference 

between what is achieved in class, and 

what can be achieved with the 

heightened focus on a public occasion. 

 

All three students passed, one with 

Distinction. It is hoped that this pilot 

course will inspire others to embark on 

Professional Speaking training and 

extend themselves to gain the Speech 

NZ qualification. 
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Image taken from http://pamhook.com/solo-taxonomy/  

the website of HookED Educational Consultancy 

Using SOLO taxonomy in Speech and Drama 
 

Gabrielle Thurston 
 
A new catchphrase 
For many of us teaching in schools SOLO taxonomy is the 

new catchphrase. At John Paul College in Rotorua we have 

embraced it and much of our professional development has 

been focused on it. 

 

There are many websites where you can access descriptions 

and explanations of the philosophy behind SOLO taxonomy. 

SOLO stands for Structure of the Observed Learning 

Outcome
3
. It is a means of classifying learning outcomes in 

terms of their complexity, enabling us to assess students’ work 

in terms of its quality and not in terms of how many bits they 

got right. At first we pick up only a few aspects of a task 

(unistructural), then several aspects but they are unrelated 

(multistructural), then we learn how to integrate them into a 

whole (relational), and finally, we are able to generalised that 

whole to as yet untaught applications (extended abstract).  

 

The five levels of SOLO 

For teachers and students there are five levels to remember. At 

John Paul College we have devised hand gestures for each 

level of understanding so that students know at what level we 

are teaching.  

 

 If students are at prestructural they have missed the 

learning completely. As a teacher you will have to start 

from scratch.  

 The next level is unistructural: they have grasped one 

point but it is limited and they are not able to relate or 

connect the learning to anything.  

 Multistructural relates to Achieved in NCEA and students 

will have knowledge of several aspects.  

 At relational level (Merit in NCEA) they are able to link 

and integrate, and are critically thinking and showing a 

sound understanding.  

 At the top level of extended abstract (Excellence in 

NCEA) students are thinking at a conceptional level and 

are creating new understanding.  

 

This learning theory helps students to think about their 

                                                           
3
 This definition of SOLO is from a website by John Biggs. He and 

Kevin Collis first described SOLO in 1982. 

www.johnbiggs.com.au/academic/solo-taxonomy  

strengths and weaknesses and to take control of their own 

learning. They start with SOLO at many primary schools
4
 and 

have used it with success by the time they get to secondary 

school. It enables the students to understand where they are 

going next and what they have to learn. 

 

SOLO in Speech and Drama Performance 

The key feature of SOLO is that it relates to any learning and it 

certainly can be used for Speech and Drama. Here are 

examples of what it means in Drama Performance:  

 

 Prestructural: the student does not know their words and 

has not processed the character 

 Unistructural: the student reads the play and knows the 

words 

 Multistructural: the student knows and understands words 

and sustains the character 

 Relational: the student has processed the role and is able 

to sustain the character skillfully 

 Extended abstract: the student can sustain the role 

effectively, with insight and impact. 

 

SOLO in Theory Grade 5 Modulation 

 Prestructural: the student does not know the elements of 

modulation or what modulation means 

 Unistructural: the student knows the elements and can 

name them 

 Multistructural: the student knows the meaning of the 

elements and their uses and can give simple examples 

 Rational: the student can explain how they use the 

elements and why, can relate them to their own pieces, and 

exhibits good understanding 

 Extended abstract: the student can explain the integration 

of the elements in their pieces and reflect on their use and 

ability. They know how they can be used and changed for 

various effects and they can apply the knowledge to wider 

contexts, utilising new connections. 

 

Each of our students is at a different place in their learning and 

as Drama teachers we are accustomed to teaching 

differentiated learning. We continue to give formative 

feedback and encourage peer feedback. SOLO encourages 

self-assessment which I am sure is beneficial in our teaching. 

If your students are using SOLO at school, discuss it with 

them, jointly hook into it, and it will benefit your teaching and, 

more importantly, the students’ learning. 

 

As teachers we want the student to take responsibility for their 

own learning, as teachers we cannot do everything for the 

student. We enable but they, in the end, have to process and 

deliver.  

                                                           
4
 On www.otonga.school.nz/WebSpace/283/ there is an explanation 

of how SOLO is used at Otonga School in Rotorua, with video clips 

of two primary school teachers in action. 

http://pamhook.com/solo-taxonomy/
http://www.johnbiggs.com.au/academic/solo-taxonomy
http://www.otonga.school.nz/WebSpace/283/
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Brittney Silk at Government House after receiving her 

Young Community Leaders Award from Lt Gen Rt Hon Sir 

Jerry Mateparae, the Governor General of New Zealand. 

Office Star wins Young Community Leader Award 
 

 

Recognition for not-for-profit workers 

Congratulations to Brittney Silk who was awarded a Young 

Community Leaders Award. This Wellington Community 

Trust Award recognises the huge contribution and 

achievement of young people working – either paid or unpaid 

– in the not-for-profit sector. 

 

Until the opportunity of working in England beckoned earlier 

this year, Brittney worked as Speech New Zealand’s 

Administration Assistant in our office in Wellington. 

 

Brittney the speech teacher and volunteer 

Outside of office hours Brittney fostered the growth of oral 

communication by teaching Speech and Drama and Public 

Speaking to young people. She also volunteered at the Hutt 

Valley Performing Arts Competition Society.  

 

In addition to her work in the performing arts, Brittney helped 

to establish a fundraising committee for the House of Hope in 

Kolkata, India. At this centre, a team of eight provide food, 

education and medical care to street boys and visit their 

families in the evenings to build closer relationships with them 

and to help them to find ways to escape life on the streets.  

 

Brittney was also a volunteer at the Wellington Cats Protection 

League where volunteers have worked since 1982 to find 

loving homes for Wellington’s homeless cats and kittens. 

 

Contribution to Speech New Zealand 

Speech NZ is part of the not-for-profit sector and a registered 

charity. Maureen Gray, the Manager of Speech NZ, nominated 

Brittney for the award for the leading role she took in office 

administration. Over the years, she had suggested several 

changes to improve administrative systems. She enabled a 

greater exchange of views between young and seasoned 

professionals as well as passing on her technological skills. 

 

Brittney took the initiative to set up and run a school holiday 

Introductory Communicating in Leadership course where she 

passed on her communication skills to future young leaders.  

 

Spending time with other young leaders 

As part of her prize for winning a Young Community Leaders 

Award, Brittney attended a leadership day with the other 

award finalists. Of this day she said: “We were lucky enough 

to hear from three inspiring Wellington leaders over the course 

of the day, with lots of room for interaction and discussion.  

 

“But it was meeting the other nominees that made for a truly 

special experience. We were able to encourage and motivate 

each other as young people in a similar stage of life. I am so 

grateful to Speech New Zealand for the nomination and the 

opportunity!” 

 

Brittney will be greatly missed by the many organisations she 

was part of in New Zealand. 

Governor-General Sir Jerry Mateparae 

From a speech at the Young Community Leaders Award 

ceremony at Government House, Wellington, on 18 June 2013 

 

Our rangatahi are our nation’s greatest taonga – New 

Zealand’s future. One day you will inherit this beautiful 

country and you symbolise our hopes and dreams. 

 

Tonight marks the fifth time these Young Community Leader 

Awards have been awarded. The reason successive Governors-

General have wanted to present them is because they 

acknowledge and celebrate the capital’s young leaders. The 

standing of these awards has grown because they recognise 

leadership and young people who are making a significant 

contribution to the Wellington community. New Zealand 

needs leaders like you, and your on-going development is 

important for the future of our country. 

 

While there are 20 finalists, only five can receive the awards. I 

want to congratulate all 20 finalists for reaching this point – it 

is a significant achievement in its own right and reflects your 

standing in the community. By being a finalist for this award 

you have shown leadership qualities that set you apart. They 

include compassion, integrity, a resolute determination to 

achieve and most of all a commitment to the service of others. 

You are role models in all senses of the words. 

 

To the 2013 Young Community Leaders I congratulate you on 

your achievements in winning this award. As young 

community leaders you have demonstrated that the under-25s 

do contribute “good”, do much to improve our community and 

do stand as examples of hope for all New Zealanders. I for one 

cannot wait to see what you will do in the future! 
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Passion Pays Off for John Paul College Teacher 
 

Passion for the performing 

arts has paid off for 

Rebecca Daniels. 

 

A dance teacher at John 

Paul College in Rotorua, 

Rebecca won the Geyser 

Community Foundation’s 

Speech New Zealand 

scholarship last year. 

 

Rebecca said she has been 

dancing since she was four 

years old and has always 

felt a passion for the stage 

and for performing. 

 

“I lived and breathed for the performing arts in my last two 

years at high school and have always continued to dance.” 

Rebecca was head girl of Rotorua Lakes High School. 

 

“My love of acting, singing and dancing turned into teaching 

and choreographing, and it was during this time I realised 

where my passion lay. Coupled with dance often comes speech 

and drama, which was not something that was available 

through my high school years but is something I really wanted 

to be involved in. 

 

“Unfortunately as a single mother of a three-year-old boy, I 

could no longer afford the lessons or examination fees and I 

had to put my plans on hold but my passion for performing 

arts remained. 

 

“I love nothing more than involving students in the arts; 

whether it’s a taste of creativity for them or something that 

becomes a life-long passion, I want to be part of that. 

 

“Last year I managed to have 450 students at John Paul 

College, almost half of the school, involved in the arts, 

performing on stage or just being creative, which was 

absolutely amazing and what I strive for.” 

 

“I applied for the Geyser Community Foundation Speech New 

Zealand scholarship so that I can complete all the Speech and 

Drama examination levels to become a fully qualified Speech 

and Drama teacher. I was very fortunate to be awarded a 

scholarship. 

 

“As an adult I realise the importance of speech and drama, and 

how it can influence aspects of your life. My experiences with 

the arts have played an enormous part in being where I am 

today. The benefits speak for themselves; teaching students to 

express themselves, no matter what their ability, instilling 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. I look forward to 

continuing to inspire our youth with the arts and, in particular, 

with Speech and Drama.” 

 

The Geyser Community Foundation scholarships are open to 

residents of the Rotorua and Taupo districts and close on 20 

November 2013. The scholarships cover the examination fees 

for the seven theory and practical modules of the Associate of 

Speech New Zealand examinations in Speech and Drama or 

Public Speaking. Further details can be found at 

www.geysercf.org.nz or www.speechnz.co.nz  

 

The Geyser Community Foundation is an independent, local, 

not-for-profit charitable trust whose main role is to encourage 

charitable giving in the Rotorua and Taupo communities. 

Geyser provides specialist fund management and grant-making 

expertise to a variety of local people who want to contribute to 

their communities’ long term development. There are 

Community Foundations in Northland, Auckland, Tauranga, 

Hamilton, Rotorua, Hawke’s Bay, Porirua, Wellington, and 

Aoraki. The Nikau Foundation in Wellington awarded a 

similar scholarship to cover Speech NZ examination fees this 

year. 
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