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Me akiaki tātau, kia whakapāpā a Aotearoa whānui. 

Helping our Nation communicate. 

I am delighted to present my fifth and final Annual Report as Chairman of Speech New Zealand 

in this our 55th year. 

 

It is always a pleasure to present this report as Speech New Zealand continues to outreach and 

diversify in so many different areas. Changes and syllabus updates have been made to reflect 

the educational, societal and cultural needs required. 2019 saw the emergence of a new Speech 

and Drama syllabus which was greeted by teachers and candidates alike with affirmation and 

high praise.  

 

I would like to place on record our sincere thanks to our Patron, Her Excellency The Rt. Hon 

Dame Patsy Reddy GNZM QSO DStJ, Governor General of New Zealand for her patronage 

and support of Speech New Zealand. I had the opportunity of having a private dinner with 

Dame Patsy and her husband this year and was able to speak to her about Speech New Zealand. 

Both Her Excellency and her husband are committed to the arts and patronage and have a wide 

knowledge and appreciation. We are extremely fortunate to have Dame Patsy as Patron.  

 

In 2019 It was with great sadness that we lost esteemed colleagues June Glover, Marlborough, 

Wendy Doole, Hawkes Bay and Sister Marie Eugene, Southland. All three were dedicated, 

highly experienced and committed Speech New Zealand teachers, examiners and assessors over 

many years. We shall remember them with great fondness and respect.  

 

Membership of the board of Speech New Zealand is voluntary. Board members work extremely 

hard and commit many hours to the organisation. I acknowledge and thank board members one 

and all for their support, wisdom and loyalty which they bring to Speech New Zealand. At the 

Annual General Meeting last year we farewelled and thanked Meredith Caisley for her decades 

of work and support. Meredith left a huge gap at our table and is greatly missed.  Ashleigh 

Gulliver was given maternity leave and has since has a beautiful baby boy named Ollie born 

on the 3 December.  

 

Helping our Nation to communicate 



On behalf of the Board I would like to thank our National Office which has also seen many 

changes and challenges throughout the year. Maureen Gray has continued to work through 

2019 and leaves her casual employment early in 2020. Brittney Silk has also given advanced 

notice of her intention to step down early in 2020. Both Maureen and Brittney have been 

professional, helpful and loyal to our organisation and will be available if and when we need 

extra help at National Office.  In November we welcomed Caterina Smith to National Office. 

Caterina is an asset to the organisation and along with Tracy van Rooyen both have provided 

us with professionalism, stability and confidence.   

 

In January 2019 we gathered in Wellington at the West Plaza Hotel in Wellington for a 

residential accreditation seminar “Success with Synergy” which provided upskilling and 

standardisation to all our examiners. A highlight was Ben Fagin, a bright young slam poet. It 

was at this seminar we were able to highlight the changes to the Speech and Drama syllabus 

and signpost changes to the upcoming new Public Speaking syllabus. My special thanks to 

Helen Balch, Pam Logan, Karen Austin and all the other contributors to this fine, professionally 

presented syllabus.  

 

I am delighted to report that Speech New Zealand had a presence at the 2019 Speech 

Communication Association (SCA) Professional Training days held in Dunedin. Helen Balch 

presented with assistance from Meredith Caisley, Dinie Beavers and Pauline Douglas. We were 

also present at the Otago University - Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival held at the Michael 

Fowler Centre. Prizes were contributed by Speech New Zealand and presented by me on behalf 

of the organisation. We also had a fine display promoting Speech New Zealand that remained 

for the duration of the festival.   

 

I extend my personal and heartfelt thanks to everyone who is involved with Speech New 

Zealand who make this organisation the success that it is and has been over 55 years. We so 

greatly value the teachers, examiners and local secretaries throughout New Zealand who go the 

extra mile and generously give so much time and personal commitment to the organisation.  

This is my final Annual Meeting with Speech New Zealand after 15 years on the board, so it is 

with some sadness that I sign off. I am firmly committed to the organisation and wish my 

successor best wishes in her new role.  

 

I will support the organisation at all levels and will continue to examine, teach, assist and 

promote the organisation in whatever way I can. 

 

Hei kona mai me te aroha  

 

Gabrielle Thurston 

Chairman   

 

 


